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] "Hat which has given the 
the Title to this Book 


was not a Confidence of imagi- 
nary accidents : It has beer 
effeflually perform'd, and the 
' Ladies, whoſe adventures you 
kere find ; have made too much 
noiſe inthe World by their miſ- 
fortunes, 'to remain unknown. 
From one of them tis that the 


' * Memoirs of the Aﬀtohs ' of 


their Lives was taken : They 
A 2 have 
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"I the Reader. 


have been- faithfully follow'd ; 


. and the Author, who has only 
endeavoured to put 'em in 
order, thought he ſhould have 
ſpoiÞd a piece of fuch Variety 
as this is, if he had added any 
thing of his.own. T hey are afli- 
ons upon atlions related in few 
' words, and without any mix- 


. * ture of thoſe ſtudied Converſa- 


tions, that Embelliſh Stories 
invented only for the Readers 


pleaſure., Thoſe who doubt of 


the truth of 'em, may with lit- 
tle pains be freed from their 
ſuſpicions, have they but never 
fo little Curioſity to inform 
themſelves of what has paſsd 
inthe Worlda few Nears ſince. 
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NOVEL 


| -"He Garden: of the Z#/le- 
+ fi -- ries had not Jong been fi- 

19 _ niſlfd; before the Counteſs 

of Marignan had a defire to take the 
Air there. : After ſhe had- taken 
ſome few turns ſhe refted - her ſelf 
upon a Seat, where ſhe" found a 
| Woman, whoſe face ſeem'd not to 
be unknown to her ; notwithſtand- 
| ing the Idea'ſhe had conſerv'd of it, 
] ſhe could not agree with her ſeif 
whom it ſhould' be ; nevertheleſs af- 

ter ſhe had condefir'd a long time, 
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(2) 
che Lady who for her part look't 
very attentively -upon the Counteſs 
of Marignan, they knew one the 0+ 
ther, and made all the Endearments 
that could paſs betwixt two Per- 
ſons who had extreamly lov'd, and 
had the pleaſure to meet aſter a long 
abſence. Theſe twoLadies were ſtrift- 
ly engag'd together before they were 
Marryed ; and had often talk'd-un- 
der the Names of /ris and Climeye : 
*Twas for this reaſon that theCoun- 
teſs beginning;cry'd ab my dearſr7s! 
what joy" have I to fee you ?'-and 
how muft I complain of you at 
the fame time for expeCting, till 
chance has taken care to bring us 
together } my misfortunes have 
been ſo great anſwer'd 7ris, that 
they have left me no Friend free 
from Calumny, and Strangeneſs ; 
{o that, Madam, I durſt not flatter 
my ſelf, that you would be favoura- 
ble to me, when all the World did 
me ſo _ much. Injuſtice..' I always 
thought, 


Y 


thought, replyed the Countels, that 
your Enemies had a greater ſhare 
than yu, in the reports that were 
ſpread abroad of your Condud : 
Madam , anſwered Tris, I never / 
yet ſin'd eſſentially againſt true 
Glory ; but I ought to confeſs to 
you, I have often hazarded the a 
pearance; the ſame Aſcendant that 
diſpos'd the Men to have ſome good + 
wiſhes for me, made me rejoyce to 
be belov'd by 'em.: I muſt confeſs 
to you alfo, that I forgot nothing 
that might pleaſe'em ; and that the 
defire of making them in Love, 
was the . whole application of m 
Life. A crow'd of Adorers appear'd 
to me, the chiefeſt good, and I 
knew no Merit but that of being 
Environ'd by 'em. I was that in 
fine, Madam, which they call a - 
perfect Coquette. This is the Cha- 
racer reply'd the Counteſs of: Ma- 
rignan,ot all Women that are hand- 
ſome enough to deſerve it ; the 
A 4 youngelt. 


: CO. 
youngeſt and moſt amiable, are of- 
ten the leaſt guilty ; tgeir. Vanity 
1s more general, to make Lovers 
1s their only deſign ; and their con- 
queſt follow each other ſo cloſe, that 
they have not the time to make a 
ſincere application ; they that have 
more Years and fewer Charms, 
almoſt always engage themſelves 
under the appearance of a Counter- 
fit paſſion, and often drive the ad- 
ventureto a Crime. Ir is always 
dangerous, anſwered 7ris, to fol- 
low this inclination ; for it ſeldome 
happens but the diſorder of the 
heart is - the occaſion of it in the 
Conduct, and thereby are cauſed 
an infinite number of. misfortunes. 
Then, ſaid the Counteſs, I would 
willingly have you tell me what 
has happen'd to you, for I have had 
an imperfe&t relation only of it ; 
' what we have not from the firſt 
| hand, is never truly known, 1 can 
ſtay in this garden as long as [ 

will ; 


5 Þ 
will;l have no Engagement from any 
body tobe gon ſo ſoon, I there- 
fore, conjure you to make mea con- 
fident to your adventures ; I ask 
it with an intention to diſcover. 
mine to you ; upon theſe conditions 
tris could not defend her ſelf from. 
Satisfying the Curioſity of the 
Counteſs, and thus ſhe began her: 
recital, | 


T. H'E-. 
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The Relation of I.R IS 


Yow know, Madamin: what con- 
ſtraint my Mother - brought me up,, 
and how hardly ſhe gave me the 
liberty to improve the Friendſhip 
you had for me ; and it is alſo. true 
that after you was matried. and 
your husband had carried you into 
iP rovence, I had then no. commerce 
with the World , the tirelome life 
I: Ied made me imagine there was a 
great deal of pleaſure in. be.ng no 
longer ſubject to my Mothers 
vexatious reprimands, and to come 
mands ſo oppoſite to my. inclinatt- 
ons : I fooliſhly thought that when: 
I; was. married I ſhould be M:ſtreſs. 
of my aftions whichmade me accept: 
ofthe firſt propoſition of aHusband, 
my Mother made me, and with- 
out- examining whether- my heart- 
conſented to the choice of my Fa». 
mily ,, 1: marry'd: the: Viſcount: | 
—_— : | De>- 
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De-—— TInthe mean time my Mo- 
ther, who would have her ſeverity 
follow me every where, gave Leſ- 
ſons to my Husband about what he 
ſhould detend me from, or preſcribe 
me ; there are few but approve of 
theſe kind of Maxims : So that 
in few days after our Marriage, he 
made me know his intentions, 
which appear'd to me very different . 
from what I had propos'd to my 
ſelf ; my viſits were limited either 
tomy Family, or to ſome devout 
Friends of my Mothers ; the hours 
were afſign'd me, I was to employ 
| In Piety, but none were left me © 
jor pleaſurc. 

Admire, Madam, if you pleaſe 
how ſtrangely things will happen z 
my Husband told me one day that 
the Preftdent of 's Lady 
had asi'd him how I did, defiring - 
him thar he would ſuffer me-to - 
make her a v fir. Sie paſs'd in the. 
Worl. ivic a Woman of a trouble--- 
A..6.:: ' ' - fome- 
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ſome Vertue ; and as this charaer 
was not much to my likeing, I had 


no great de(ire to goe ſee her,but it . 


was ordered me fo preciſely. that I 
was forc't to obey. I had form'd 
to my ſclt ſo diſagreeable an Idea of 
her, that I ſhould ſcarcely have de- 
{troy'd, if I had not found in that 
houſe a great reſort of Company, 
anda very tree Converſation, The 


Prefidents Lady receiv'd me with a 


thouſands welcomes, gave me a 
great many praiſes, and told me in 
the moſt obliging manner inthe: 
World ſhe would have me be- one 
of her Friends; and. viſit her often. 
Her Husband look't extreamly upon. 
me, and as I was jult diſpoſing my 
ſelf to be gone, the Prince do —— 


and the Duke de—— came in,- the 
firſt propogd to the Preſidents Lady 
to go ſee a - general review. of the 
_ Kings Houſehold, that was that 
', day made at Vincennes ; at firſt ſhe 
made ſome. difficulty, but at laſt 

Th conſented, - 


Py 
CO ee 


Pd 
t—— — — — 


 Þ - 
conſented, upon convgition I would 
be of the Company, we went into 
his Coach, for the Duke had his 
reaſons to be-in another, the Pre- 
ſident had a Meen Grave, and Se- 
rious, and-a conltraint in all his 
actions, that was not to my reliſh, 
not that you could ſay he wanted 
witt ; but his way appear'd- to me 
{o contrary to thoſe of the Court ' 
that were at his houſe, that altho' 
I had noexperience in- the World, 
I tail'd not to make a great diffe- 
rence betwixt *'em. I muſt confeſs. 
to you alſo, Madam, ever ſince that 
hr(t viſit I thought the Prince very 
aimable ; he hada free Air, lively 
Witt, he made delightful thoughts 
of things, and expreſs'd *em. with 
Juftice ; I remark'd too that I did: 
not diſpleaſe him, and he often took 
the opportunity to ſay very oblige- 
ing things to me.I was v ery wel: ſa. 
tisfied with the journey, becauſe I 
never had made any fo agreeably; 
but - 


(10) 
but when I was alone with my Hus- 
band, ( my mind wholy taken u 
with the thoughts of the Prince ) 
the Idea I prſervd of him in deſpite 


of my felt, rendered his preſence 
more troubleſome to methan it had 
hitherto been. 

The inclinations I had for the 
Prince made me proceed far in a 
little time ; it was impoſſidle for me 
to reſiſt the Temptations that mage 
me love him, and I believe rhe paſli- 
on he had for me was very inſtru- 
mental to my having one tor him, 
One day the Preſidents Lady deſt- 
re$# me to- go to ſup at her houſe, 
and not doubting but the Prince 


| would be there, q ſpar'd no care to 


els my felt, I knew that black 
ches gave a little agreement ts 

| young People ; but I was not 1gno- 
rant alio-that my Husband would 

. not ſufter me to wear 'ein; I carri- 
edatew in alittle Box, and 1 plac 
.emby the. light of the Flambeau, 
taat 
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| (17) 
_ that lighted my Coach; I found 
the Prince juſt arriv'd at the Preſt- 
dents as I came. Tam extreamly 
Forfunate Madam, ſays he, as he 
help'd me out of my Coach, to hap- 
en here at a time I. can. render you 
a little Service, till an occaſion ar- 
rives of giving you greater ſigns 
of the Paſſion I. have for you; I 
do not remember what I anfwer'd 
for I was young, and without ex- 
perience ;. but I know very well 
EFanfwer'd him like a true Innocent, 
and that this Declaration 'rais'd a 
great ttouble in. my heart. He has 
' told me fince, that he was not atAll 
angry at that. diforder, and that 
my ſimplicity pleasd ham: more. 
than it I had anfwer'd with *more 
Att. The Preſident made me take- 
notice that the ſight of. me gave: 
| him/ a great deal of joy, and that: 
he defir'd a particular converiation: 
with, me; in: fine, Madam 1 leſs. 
thinan hour, Hound iny (elf. ina: 
noi # necellicy, 


(12) 
neceſſity to harken to another De- ' 
claration of Love, . to which L made 
no better anſwer than to: the firſt, 
although it was for different Yea- 
ſons ; Pr if the inclination I had. 
for the Prince, made me ſpeechleſs, 
the indifference I had, for 'the 
Preſident did not inſpire me with 
any thing to. anſwer him. After 
Supper followed a Conſort of Vole 
ces and Muſick, which did not 
haſt long, becauſe there was ſome 
Women there who lov'd play ; you 
know, Madam, they who - have a 
Paſſion'tor that, are inſenſible to all 
- Other Divertiſements. The Preſti- 


| * dent, ſeeing I did not plzy, told me 


>» is 


he woulg take care of my pleaſure, 
if I would do the like for Fs and 
to give me ſome conformable to my 
inclination, he commanded the, 
Violins ſhould be ſent, for ;.I- then; 
found my {elf in'a- tickliſh conjun- 
Eture, for a young Woman {ſo little 
inſtructed ia the COmmurenon hn Þ 
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for the Prince and the Prefident be- 
. ſeig'd me by turns, when the firſt 


took me. out to dance, the other 
tolg, me that Courtiers knew- not 
how to Love, and that they . were 
more ſenſible of the. pleaſure of ru- 
ening a Womans reputation, than 
ofthe favours they might receive 
from 'em. This truth did not hin 
der me irom loving the Prince ; this - 
Leſſon on the contrary. augmented 


- tae averſion [ had for him that gave * - 


it; I continued to ſee the Preſidents 
Lady with great a{liduity ; my. Hus- 
band was very glad of it,. and. de- 
ſir'd that I would make all my aQi- 
ons conformable to thoſe of ſo Vir- * 
tuous a Lady, theſe were the terms 
he us'd to make me know his plea» 
ſure ; I ſaw the Prince almoſt ewery * 
day at [ier houſe, but as yet, it was 


- not with liberty enough to enter» 


tain our ſelves with the thoughts 
we had for each other ; he took a 
deſign to write me his, and gave 

c: _ 
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(14) 
me this Letter one day as I was at 
the Preſidents. | 


= I never ſee you, Madamgbut 


among /t a thouſand Reople whg 
beſeige you > And will you not give 
me an opportenity to tell you of the 
Paſſion you have inſpir d me with 2 
Alas ! Madam! I fear the worſt, 7 
have no hopes, and you do not ſo 
much as take the care to give me the 
Conſolation of one look ; and what- 
ever mine may ſay to you, you do not 
love me enough to underſtand their 
Language, if you would have this 
great miſtery continue ſecret , take 


- Care touſe it with ſome frgns of com- 


paſhon ; for if you give me no aſſiſt» 


ance 1 very well find, it will be im- 


poſſible for me to hinder it from ap- 


pearing. 


I read this Letter a hundred 
titnes, but I found my ſelfin a great 


trouble when I would anſwer it. 


My 


14 
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My Mother was a Woman of the 
Age paſt, ſhe thought that a young 


| Girl ſhould not know how to write ; 


andiaccording to this: Maxim, ſhe 
made me be taught only enough to 
ſign the Contract of Marriage ; ne- 
vertheleſs I determin'd to wrue, 
but I could not do it, without mak- 
ing a Gentlewoman who ferv'd me 


call'd Limdville a Confident to at, ' 


becauſe ſhe writ indiflerently well, 
and F would make uſe of her hand 
and council in this important dit- 
patch : After I had began ſeveral 
Letters which I did not like, at laft 
I tuck to this. 


FF is not without hardſsip that 1 


reſolved to write toyou ; and 7 
bave not leſs to explain my ſelf, but 
I would not have you doubt one mo» 
ment of the acknowledgment I have 
for the Sentiments you have diſcauer'd 
to me, and 'tis you alone that muſt 
reach me after what manner 1 am to 
explain 


"- 
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much addrefs,as afſuranee/inthe parr 


explain my ſelf upon the ſubjet - of 


Love, 


- All the morning beipg, paſt in 
writing this Note, 1 ht - of 
nothing but ſealing it, and this was 
-but juſt done when my © Husband 
-came'in, I held che Letter yet in 
"my hand, and ſtriving in haſt to 
pat-it in my pocket, unhappily. let 
it fall; my Husband who ſaw a Pa- 
perifall betwixt Limdville and TI, 
dextrouſly ſeiz'd of it; and as he is 
naturally ſuſpicious, at 'the: ſame 
time-went ont"to read what he'had 
taken up. I as ſoon perceiv?'d+ the 
loſs I had. I look't for the Letter 
to'no purpoſe, and you may guels 


' Whatfears I had; As there was no- 


time to be loſt in-refteRion, we 
conſulted what was to be done to 


draw me out of this misfortune. 


TheNote was of Limdvitles writing, 
and the acquitted her. ſelf with: as 


(17) þ 
ſhe had agreed to at : And I was 
inſtructing of her in it, when ſhe 
perceived my Husband gently ap- 
proach'us to over hear what weſaid. 
Yes, Madam, fa ys ſhe, raiſing her 
Voice, give me back it you pleaſe 
the Note you have taken from me, 
or give me my, diſcharge; there is 
no tault in the writing.to a Man I 
pretend to marry, and I humbly de- 
fireyou x0 jeave meno Jonger in 
the 1nquietude you ſee me ; to keep 
up the part, I ſwore to her I had: 
not ſeen her Note ; but the moreI 
aſſur'd her, the more ſhe pretended 
to believeit was in my hands. 

My Husband took an extream 
pleafure to overhear this diſcourſe. 
Limdville defir'd him he would en- 
deavour to oblige me to return the 
Note, and did it with ſigns of an- 
ger, which appear'd ſo ſincere, that 
he was perſwaded, and at laſt gave 
back the Note to Limdville, quarel- 
liog with her for holding ſo render 
correſpondence with a Man. She 


5 & © Matar 
She put it off with a falfe confi- 


. dence; and this very Note which 


had been fome time in my Hus- 
bands hands, paſt that night into 
the Prince's, to whom I gave it at 
the Preſidents ; ſince this time I have 
had no occaſion either for a Secre- 
tary or Interpreter, my palſlion 
taught me more in Eight days, than 
I ſhould have learn't in ſix Months, 
if love had not been concern'd ; 
but yet I was very little at quiet on 
the part of the Prefident, he was al- 
ways telling me-of his tenderneſs, 
and perſwading me that I ought not 


+ , toforgetit. As he advanc'd not in 


my favour, and that he believ'd my 
Husband was an Obſtacle to his de- 
fires, he impatiently expeRted till 
the return ot the Spring ſhould o- 
blige himtogo to the Army. I 
often ſaw his Wife, and did not 
find her ſo ſevere as ſhe was Ima- 
in'd by the World : She willgely 
uffer'd the Duke to | praiſe "her 
Hands 
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S Hands, and Breaſts, which ſhe did | 


not take too much care to hide. 
The King who does not ſtay for fair | 
Weather to enlarge his Conquelſts, 
parted in the Month of February,tor 


the French Court ; my Husband had 


ordersto go to his Regiment, and | 
I was left alone at Paris, and it 
ſeemed as if every thing would con- 
tribute to my happineſs, my Mo- 
ther went into Burgundy, And1I for- 
got to tell you, Madam, that my 
Husband deſir'd the Preſident and 
his Wite to take care of my Con- 
duQ, and that he order'd me to do 
nothing without their advice. The 
firſt uſe I made of my Liberty aſter 
my Husbands departure, was to ad- 
vertiſe the Prigce of it, and to pro» 
miſe lym a meeting in the Kings 
Garden. I was preparing togo thi- 
ther, when the Prefident arriv'd at 


my Houſe, he began his viſit by a 


long diſcourſe of the obligation I 
was under, to live retiredly whilſt 


By 
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(20) 
my Husband was expos'd to the 
chance of War, and *twas this the 
World expected from me, for the 
Eſtabliſhment of my Reputation : 
Headded that he was defir'd to take 
care of it ; but when after theſe wiſe 
Advertiſements he would ſpeak to 
me of his love, I dlicionlly ask'd 
him if that Article was comprehend- 
el inthe right he pretended over 
my actions ; no reply'd he, but if 
you do not conſider me, I know ve- 
ry well how to be reveng'd for the 
indifterence you have always ſhew'd 
me; 1 wasina very bad humour, 


for I paſt-very ill that time I could 


have imploy'din a more agreeable 


| - Entertainment ; nevertheleſs I was 
- +. _ toendure this tireſorfle Converſati- | 


on for two hours, and I know not if , 


it had been ended all theday, with- F 


out the arrival of his Lady, He left 
us alone, as I have ſomething ;ſaid 
ſhe, particularly totell you, I defire 
no body -may interrupt us. Ibid - 


VS a v8. Tl 
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5y Porter ſheuld be commanded 
odeny me to thoſe who came to' 
ce me, and we immediately r&fl-: 
2d to my Cloſet, where the Lady 


Jpoketo me much after this ſort. 


You are not ignorant, my. dear 
hild, ( for ſo ſhe calPd me ) that I 
1avea ſincere kindneſs for you, and 
ſhould be raviſtyt to ſee you hap- 
dy ; for this reaſon T will give you 
ome advice that may not be un- 


Riſeful to your quiet; for *tis a 


preat one, to be eſteem'd in the 


A\Vorlda Perſon of a Regular and 


iſe Conduct. A Woman there- 
fore of underſtanding, muſt conſi- 
er kow to eſtabliſh her Reputation 
before the thinks of her pleaſure. 
oarrive to it, there muſt be a great 
eal in outward. appearance, * re- 
trenching the idle part to improve 
the ſod with ſurety. Such as theſe 
have great priviledges, and there is 
always an advantagious Explication 
oiven toall their Actions, "Tis thus 
B that 


£ ( 23 ) 


that I have happily ſucceeded, hav- 
Ing facrific'd the beſt time of my 
Lite, to enjoy the other with more * 
freedom. Beſides I ſhould not have 
enter'd into ſo ſtrict a Confidence 
with you, if I had not remarqu'd 
that you do not want diſcreti- 
tion. 

| Fix therefore your looks and your }; 
F Heart, ſet bounds to your deſires, 
| _. and take heed leaſt the deſire of 

pleaſing all Men does not bring 
F | you to be deſpisdby 'em. *Tis 
a Fooliſh thought for a Woman to 
have ſuch wandring pretentions. ; 
the always ruin's her ſelf by it, and © 
7. neverproſpers in her deſign. The { 
| Friendſhip I have for you, ſhall give 
{| you an advantage will help to fave | _ 
J' you much from the. general Cen- | , 
FF Hdure; and whilſt we ſhall live thus | - 
; united, every thing will paſs on this | 
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: part with great ſecrecy ; whilſt we F 2 
1 enjoy an agreeable and. pleaſant * j re 
| - Life. But, my Child, continued _ - Fik 


—— 
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T believe you muſt reſolve.to ſhew a 
little Complaiſance to Mr, the Pre- 
ſident. I find that. he. loves you, 
and 1 ſhall not be diſpleaſed at this 
Amuſement, that it may hinder 
him the more from penetrating, in- 
to the myſtery of my Conduct. 

After this long preamble, the 

. Preſident's Lady confes'd to me. that 


ſhe lov'd theDuke and was belov'd - 


by him. She added, that not to 
make Confidents of her Women, ſhe 
ſhould be glad of a Friend, that ſhe 
ſhould not ſuſpe&, when ſhe made 
her appointments 6f taking the Air, 


1 and that the Prince ſhould be o 


the Society, becauſe ſhe well under- 
ſtood, we had (that which they 
call) an Affair, together. I approv*d 
very well of all the Preſidents Lady 


y ſaid, expeCting that I could not a» 
. gree with my ſelf, to ſtop my des» 
l 


resat a ſingle Object. I always 
reſerv'dmy ſelf the liberty of my 


looks upon the General. She alſo 


h B 2 told 


(24 ) 
told me that the Chievalier Du- 
and the Count De 1a —— 
T had ſeen at her houſe, were not fit 
to be of our Secrer, and that, ſhe 


defir'd me not to ſee *em. I pro- | 


migzd what ſhe defir'd and kept my 
word. | 
-»This Converſation ended, the 
Prefidents Lady would have me go 
to. Supper with her. And as I was 
going out, my Porter told me the 
Prince had been to , fee me. I 
thought that the impatience of be- 
ing alone at the place "of meeting, 
had brought himto know the rea- 


ſon 1 had diſappointed him. The 


Preſident receiv'd me * with great 
ſigns of joy, and gave” met a” thou- 
ſand Tettimonies of Friendſhip... I 


ſhew'd him ſome ſlight Complaifan- | 
ces that pleas'd him, and he'was ſo } 
much the more charm'd by | '*em, as 
he thought 'emfree from afteCtation. | 


You will wonder, Madam,fays he to 


ſee mein a little time, ſo enlighten'd 


IN 


whom 
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in the Afﬀairs of Gallantry ; Love is 
no ſooner felt but it teaches us all 
that we ought to know to enter 
into its Myſteries, and I have re- 
ceiv'd ſo many Leſlons from him as 
ſure not to forget all. When I was 
retarn'd home, I found there this 
Biller from the Prince. 


Biller. 
F Ouare more knowing then I 


" imaziwd , and 1 find that 


you are able to' inftrult me. Tet, 


Mailam, it is not ſo eafte to” abuſe me 
as you think, and I almoſt underfland 
the meaning of your proceedings with 
me. Tou make me an Aſſignation and 
diſappoint me ; I go to your houſe 
to know the reaſon, your Servants ſay 


g you are abroad ; and the Preſidents 


Coach is in your - Court. 1 yield 


| you to that Happy and Worthy Rival, 


and am extreamly oblig'd to you for 
the favour you do me of reſtoring me + 
tomy ſelf. 

B 3 a 
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I could not reſolve to | leave the 


Prince in theerror hewas. Tho!” it 


was almoſt Midnight, I immediate- 
ly writ him this anſwer, 


T# that have good ſence ne» 
ver judge of things, by ap- 


pearances, and 1 am far from heing 


-  Lailty ; but youare extreamly ſo for 
oy © p F © z, | n 
\ Concetving ſo dijdduvantagions an 0» 


pinion of me. Take care . to diſcover 
the truth, for Lam not Friend e- 
nough to you this Night, to make you 
know my inuocence, and 4 perceive it | 
will caſt you more pains to repair the 

2ujury.you do me, than it will be to 
ads you that I bate the Prehi- 
dent, and that I had a great deal of 
diſpoſition to love you. | 


If Lovers quickly take ſlight ſu- 


Lj Fpitions, they are ſubject to loſe 


**m with the ſame eafineſs. The 


Prince came to ſee me on the mor- 


row, weclear'd our ſelyes, and the 


peace 


| (27) 
{ Peace was made. Altho' the Win- 
1 ter was not quite paſt, yet we had 
fine weather, of which I took care 
to profit. In ſpight of the Prefi- 
| dents Ladies advice, I went to the 
Vincennes, where the young Com- 
pany that was left at Paris did not 
tail ro meet. I met there the Che- 
valier Da— whom I had ſeen feve- 
ral times at the Preſidents. He 
drove near my Coach, we got' out 
and walk'd ſome time. You may 
unagine, Madam,he ſaid many plea- 
ſing things to me, and I did not 
refnſe.to.hearken to 'em. We be- 
gana kind of an  Aﬀair, but no- 
thing came of it, becauſe he went 
the next day to the Army, and was 
| killd in that Campagne, I made a 
2 great many more of this kind, that 
# I ſhall not mention, applying my 
z ſelf only to thoſe that have been the 


2 occaſion of the misfortunes of my 
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F told the Preſidents Wife of the 


quarrel I had had with thePrince.She 
generouſly offzr'& her ſelf to recon- 


cile us, but my heart had prevented 
her Cares, Wetalk'd very tamiliar- 
ly, and the told me ſhe had never 
had any falling out with the Duke. 
It does not make me, ſaid I, have 
the greater opinion. either of your 
kindneſs or his, a Paſſjon -withour 
any diſturbance reſembles marriage 
too much ; there muſt be quarrels 
for the pleaſure of Reconcilements ; 


there muſt be difficulties for the glo- 


ry of overcoming 'em ; there 'muſt 
be Myſtery not to divide with any 


"the ſweetneſs. of a tender + Com- 


merce. What would you have me 
ſay to: you, continued T ? IT ſhould 


" Not hate a Lover that out of a prin- 


ciple of jealouſie ſhould be carry'd 
into a little Violence. As for that the 


Preſidents Lady,ſaid there's none can 


as you do without | having an ll - 


raſt of things. Do not let us enter 


into 


hls it A wh we nub 4. 5 


4 into a diſpute of this ſaid I, but Tam 
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very well perſwaded that no Woman 
of Gallantry will be diſpleagd at 
whatI ſay. A great importment 1s 
always a ſign of Love. But,my dear, . 
reply*'d th2 Preſidents Lady, I find 
you very &nowing for a Woman 

j who was marry*d young ,and to a: 
ſevere Husband, tor I ſuppoſe upan+ 
this occaſion you do not: confound: 
the Husband with the Lover :-No: 
certainly, returned I, for the. very, 
thing which ſeems inſupportable 1a: 
the firſt would be a Charm in the- _ 
latter. You. have had the experi-- —4 
| ence of both, then anſwer'd..the: 
_ Preſidents Lady ? Not at all,. re-- 
ply'd I, "tis my. imagination: only. 
- makes the differences, *twas to little: 

$ purpoſe to uphold my opinion, the: 
3 Preſidents Lady.would not .conſent: 
; toit. Wepalt tor two Months our: 
1 time peaceably. enough, at leaſt..1n: 
our Society, tor in. my particular Ii 
# was not without C hagrins and Plea=- 
—_— =” You 
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*You may remember, Madam, if 
you pleaſe, that F told you I had 
walk'd with the Chevalier Du— 
at Fincennes, and that we had be- 
ganan Adventure for his return. 


The poor Man was kill'd at the- 


Seige of Dole ; and the - Count De 
l{z—— brought me -the news. 
I cry'd bitterly at it, and by my 
'Fears the Count imagin'd I had a 


_ heart: capable of a true kindaefs. 


upon theſe thoughts he undertook 
to Comtort me, hefpoke to me, T 
remember, more then two hours 
without being able to make me un- 
derftand reaſon, but when, having 
fix'd his eyes upon me, he told me 
how happy they were that were be- 
lov'd by me, and that he aſfur'd me 
he would uſe all endeavours to ac- 


-quire that Glory, I heaxkened to 


him, look't upon him, and did not 
forbid him from bop Some 


days paſt without my ſeeing of him, 
"IT 


was nevertheleſs rejoyc'd at 
8 his 
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(32) _ | 
his coming from the Army. Since 

I had the Preſident , his Lady and 
the Prince to Mannape, I told the 
Count he muſt not come ſo often to 
me. I had an Intimacy, with ſome 
Ladies who were his Friends , at 
whoſe houſeI gave him ſome meet- + 
ings, and it was a great pleaſure to - 
me to find him always firſt at the | 
place appointed. He is certainly a | 
Man of great Penetration, an@ for 
that reaſon he perceived by all my . 
ways, that I had no ſolidity in my... 
mind. He made a journey into the. - *] 
Country, and was forgot before he - ' | 
return'd. He had made ſure but 
little impreſſion in my- heart,- be«--. 
cauſe it has ſaid nothing in his fa- -- 
vour fince. I made a reflexion one... 
day upon this half-adventure, and-.. 

3 Efaid to my ſelf ; this is the Fate--- 
23 of calm Amours. It I :had. met « - 
1 with great Obſtacles to overcome,-.. 
great quarrels to appear, and- thats. 


both my wit and my heart werej-- 
| = 8h buſted-:% - 


It}  gagehim to her, he ſoon, diſpenc'd. 
WE \ | with. 
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buſied, 1 ſhould not ſeek after (as þ 


do) freſh occaſions of an Afﬀair. 

 Tathe mean time my good For- 
tune ſeem'd to be well eſtabliſh'd, 
Neither my Husband,, Nor Mother 
talk'd of returning, and I. manag'd 
the Preſident with ſuch Addreſs,that 
he thought my Vertue was the cauſe 
of all the Chagrins my indiflerence 
made him ſuffer. There happen'd 
nevertheleſs ſome- change- in. my 


Affairs, and I ſhould have had ſome. 


troubleſome minutes to pals 1t Lhad 
been-capable of' it. The Princes's 


: Relations oblig'd him to marry.l be- 


lieve that if this engagement did not 
alcogether break off ourCommerce, 
I muſt at leaſt give him the liberty, 
to-appear ſo. But yet; every thing 
had another turn : He marry'd/a 
Woman without Beauty and Me- 
rit, and only conſiderable ; for- her 
Riches ; ſo that- finding, nothing -i10 
her Perſon, or Wit: that could 1n+. 


034) 
42 with thoſe Cares that are requir'd 
1 ina ſuitable Marriage, and I had 
{ got reaſon-to ſuſpe& ſhe had rob'd 
{ meothis heart. I determined to 
ſee the Princeſs, and ſhe gave me 
reaſon enough to commend her. 
| But, Madam,the pleaſures of loveare 
| eſtabliſh't upon-ſo little ſolid toun-+: 
] dations, that they are ſubje@ to 
great revolutions. T had fſtept hi-- 
therto inthe boſom of proſperity (1t. 
it be lawful toſay ſo) but now it: 
{ was-time to Experiment to what. 
| trouble Gallantry expoſes the Wo-.: * 


Men. 


The Preſident who began to be 
weary of my reſiſtance; and who 
would not ſee that he ought to 1m- 
pute the reaſon of it, to nothing but, 
his want of deſert, reſolved to en-' 
deavour to penetrate into my heart.. 
And to do it with the greater eaſe, 
{ he had prevail'd upon. that Gentle- 
$ woman that drew me ſo well out of 
| the trouble of the firſt Letter. Per-- 
fidions. 
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1. - a 
fidious-Limelville diſcover'd to him 
alt chat you have heard from me, 
and did not forget what paſt betwixt 
me and the Chevalier Dx 
theCount De /a 


deſir'd to be convinc'd of my 
Iatrigaes by his own eyes. One 
Evening when the Prince was with 
me in my Cloſet; Limelville adver- 
tizd the Preſident of it. The 
znowledge of it caus'd him fome 


* diſturbance ; butas there are few 


Lovers but love to flatter themſelves 
he thought I took but little pleaſure 
1 the Princes Viſit ; and to be fatisft 
ed-in it, he bid hisWite ſend to defire 
me to cone and play with her at 
Ombre. I told the Meſſenger I could 
not poſſibly go, becauſe I was to- 


anſwer a long Letter I had receiv'd- 


from my Husband. I thought that 


this would have made my excuſe, 
but it only ſerv'd to anger the Pre- 
fident . 


and | 
But the Love | 
the Preſident had for me making | 
| him continue his prudence , he 
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ſident, he found I fought an oppore 
runity of being alone | with. the 
# Prince ; and to make me bluſfat it 
| | he madea propoſition to his Wife 
| | and the Duke to go to my houſe. I 
{ had taken no care to receive them, 
} andI didnort hear 'em before they 
were in my Antichamber. I went 
haſtily to them, and would have 
had *em gone into another Apart- 
ment ; but the Preſident ſhov*d me 
back, and went with a Light into 
| my Cloſet, where he found the 
| _ in ſome diſorder. You may 
ealily imagine with what Air they 
| Sled each other, and they went 
together to the Room where the 
] Preſidents Lady ſtay'd with the . 
* Duke; after which the Preſident: 
} oblig'd me to go with him into the 
} Chamber he had refus'd to-go but a 
7 minute before. 
/ Thad notthetimeto refletupon 


what I ſhould alledge for not com- 


ing! tous houſe,and for ſtaying alone 
: with 


(36) | 
with-the Prince. Shall I tell-you\ 1 
Madam his jealouſie was ſo violent. 
that he gave mea blow on.the Ear 
with all his force. After. this hor-- 

_ | rible Carriage, he ſaid every thing. 
' tomethat might. load me with 
' ſhame. I know | not how I was 
able to enJure theſe Violences ; but 
the little ſence Ilhad of *em, made 

* Me contented to receive a | beating. 
for a.pleaſure. But far from repul- 
ſing Concern by Concern, I ima” 
gin'd the Preſident a Man of the 
greateſt moderation in the World , 
wasScarryed to this- injurous Vio.. 
lence by an exceſs of jealouſie only,, 
which 1s never without Love. When 

I heihad lefr off ſpeaking,, I . was, go- 

W  aing-tojuſtifie my: felt, by, telling 

W- him; Idurſt not refuſe to-entertain- 
the Prince, . leaſt _he -ſheuld think, 
*twas ſome Aﬀair of my heart had. 
indeed me trom-ſhewing him;that 
Complaiſance. Hold /your'tqngue, 

 peckdious Wontan, ery*d he, 1 ROOÞ; 

; Te. 
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1 the whole Intrigue. He told'mein 
$ cffet what had happer'd to me with 
! the Prince, the Chevalier, and the 


Count, and made me know that 
Limelville had advertiſed him of all. . 
Submiſſion was the only courfe I 
could rake after this, and certainly 
the ſafeſt for me. k, 
Whit I endeavour'd to diſſipate 
the doubts of the Preſident, his Lady 
and the Prince enjoy'd but unhappy 
Minutes. Thelaſt was afraid leaſt 
at the coſt of my Fidelity 1 ſhould 


1 reconcile my ſelfwith the Preſident; 


and the firſt was' dead with fear, 
that I ſhould Sacrifice to. her Hus$ 
band all the Secrets ſhe had confided 
to me, Nothing of this nature 
happen'd. I only endeavour'd to 
convince him' that he was. 1n the 
wrong to be jealous ; and the inte- 
reſt Fhad ro prevail upon him,made 
me thinkof ſo good reaſons, and 
find ſuch Eloquent words, that at 


laſt Tbrought him to ask me pardon, 


Sa. 


o 
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. they didnot 


was very well got out of fo 


_(#) 
Sothat we rejoyn'd the Company 


ina.good reconcilement , confider- | 
ing we had had ſo great a falling | 


Out. 


The Prince and the Preſidents 


Lady appear'd a little ſurpris'd, that 


{o.great a trouble ſhould be ſo ſoon | 


appeasd. TI look't to ſeeif I could 
diſcover their thoughts by their 


Dyes; but they were ſo buſie in | 


looking upon one the other, that 
perceive the meaning 


of mine. As-play was the pretence 


- ofthe viſit, and that the -time for | 


it was ' paſt - in other things, we 


parted. 1 diſcharg'd Limelville, | 


and the Preſident would no longer 
hearken to her. 


rous an Afﬀair ; butI was 


in our Commerce. Limelville. told 


all that ſhe knew to the Prefidents 


Lady, and did not fo much as con- 
ceal it from the Prince. Iwas very 
much 


I thought then I | 
iſta- F< 
ken, for there were great alterations | 


(39) 
Snuch ſurpris'd to find a great cold- 
Meſs io their proceedings the . next 
Kay, they did not tell methe reaſon 
of it. And I confeſs to you, Iwas 
s Jnot very inquilitive-to difcoyer it, 
+ We walk'd at the 4Ar/enas, and the 
n {Duke-came to us, he gave the Pre- 
4 Uidents Lady, his hand, and .the 
r {Prince began ſoforc*r a Converſati- 
n Jon with me, that I ſoon perceiv'd 
t Ihe was angry at the Adventure of 
g fIthe day before. His frozen Air 
e Jmade,me conceive certain Conje- 
x Itures of his alteration, The Duke 
e was no more fatisfi'd with the 
- Kedure of the Preſidents Lady, and 
r (ve had very near the ſame thoughts 
1 Fewas in this occaſion, Madam, that 
,. & remembred what the Preſident had 
. Told me. concerning. the Prince's 
s Piſpolition. He began. to appear 
a eſs worthy of my Eſteem. And 
»s (what before appear'd excellent, was 
- Mow like the common way. of the 
y IWorld; on the contrary the Adi» 
h ONS 
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ons of the Preſident became more * 


ner: 
taking and Graceful. I muſt confeſs Flar, 
that theſe thoughts were deſtroy'd 'Þfalfc 


as faſt as they came, but they- re« & ſhe 
_ turin'd too ofcen, that tho*' I had not J con 
a deſign to make him a happy Ftoa 
Lover, I had at leaſt 'a defire to F 1 
make him a Friend to me'-for 'my Þ} wi 
whole life. "To ſpeak'truth, Tdid 7? 
notknow my-* ſelt- yet, and I was * 
very uncapable of a Condut fit for ' 
ſucha Project. | þ 
The Preſidents Lady on her fide | 
was-tired with the long undiſturb'd " 
enjoyment of the Duke, and had |! 
taſted of the inſinuating Wit of the | 
Prince, ſhe had likewiſe made I 
ſuppoſe ſome Advances ; for heis of | 
that humour, I know, not to love a *! 
Lady that may be call'd a Mother *' 
or'a Governeſs, I ſaw very well : 
ſhe did nor ſtandleſs in fear of me; * 
then the Dake. She thought with 
reaſon-if ſh2 ſhould oppofe me, that 
L would acquaint the World: in _ 
4 NETAal 7 
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Ineral, andher Husband in partitu- - 

Flar, how they were miſtaken iq the 

falſe opinion of her Vertue ; but as 

$ ſhe had W:t and a young Amour was 

4 concern'd in it, ſhe took the courſe 

f to abuſe me. 

3 TI was one day - walking alone 

2 with her in her Garden. 1 had the 

| pleaſure to, ſee her take-rwo or 

7 three turns in greathaſt, an& to 

7 hear her ſigh as it ſhe had had ſome 

1 extream Melancholy. I expected > 

| with impatience. where all this 

* would end, when ſhe began to tell 

} methat the opinion of the. World 

J was the moſt dangerous enemy to 

Women ; -that it was inconſiſtent 

{ with quiet ; that (he had raſted 

| more-pleaſures in the auſterity of 

* her retirement, than ſhe had ever 

found in the liberty ſhe had given 

* her ſelf. In fine Madam, faid ſhe 

{ to me, it wasnotin my power ta 

3 hidefrom you this Melancholy and 
theſe Sighs, which are the effets of = - 


a 
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of leaving it without return. 


ſolutions. IT knew very well th 


aſlur'd her, that when'iI had' as 
much as ſhe, I would willingly take 
the Reſolution ſhe was about. This 
Subject ſerv'd to entertain us five 
or ſix days, during which  time'I 
often'met the Duke, who endea- 


halves with him in Revenge; but I 
would have all the honour of it my 
ſelf, and *twould have troubled' me 
to have  ſhar'd it with any; 0- 
ther. | 


- a'Combat in my breaſt, betwixt 4 
the remainder of a little! inclinati- * 
on for the' World, and a refolution : 


I faid nothing to oppoſe her Re- * 


were'afte&ted, and' that ſhe was al- * 
ways too ſtriftly ty'd tothe World:T ; 
commended her extreamly for aps \ 
plying her ſelf to the ſolid part ; and | 
when ſhe told me experience: con- 
firm'd her in theſe thoughts, I 


vour'd to make me conſent.to ga 


043.) 


3 T heard in the mean time that 
*the Preſidents Lady often ſaw the 
$Prince at his Wives houſe, where 
$#1he viſited under the pretence of a 
Friend, to reconcile their difteren- 
E ces, and that ſhedid it by Sacrifi- 
| cing me. I refoly'd ſhe ſhould be» 
3come a Vittimto my reſentment, 
7 but I found it an unworthineſs- un» 
becoming me to betray the ſecrets 
ſhe had confided to me, and there- 
; fore I eſtabliſht my Revenge upon'a 
1 more curious foundation. | 
! T wasat the Preſidents, and he 
{ had in particular entertain'd me a 
3 good while. She ask'd me. accord» 
ing to her Cuſtom what he had 
J ſaid for me. He ſpoke to me, faid 
q I, about the night he found the 
q Prince with me, and repreſented to 
4 methe injury a Woman does her 
7 ſelf. by having a Commerce with 
4 a. Man of that Chara&er. It 1s 
J got better, ſaid ſhe, to have it with 
4 my Husband than the: Prince. As 
; things 
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© things have not been alter'd . ſince | 


you eftabliſht *em as they are, re- 
ply'dI, I do not ſee/ what reaſon 
you 'have to condemn 'em now. 
The ſcruple of having contributed 
. to it, anſwer'd the Preſidents Lady. 
 T take it upon my ſelf, faid I, and 
you will not thiok it amiſs if I pre- 
ſerve a Friend I infinitely eſteem. 
The 1ll will ſhe had for me, and [ 
tor her made a great progreſs in a 
 tittlerime : 1 alſo learnt that the 
inclination ſhe had for the Prince 
did not move at a ſlower rate, I 
had no jealouſie upon it ; but it is 
certain that a Woman who pretends 
to Beauty, can't ſee without trou- 
ble one of more years, and leſs Fair, 
have the advantage to engage her 
Lover. The Curiofity I had: to 
know what paſt betwixt the Preſi- 
dents Lady and the Prince, inſpir'd 
me with a defire.to bribe one ot the 
Prince's Foot-men ; - it... was not 
hard to ſeduce him, fand 'twas he 


that -.. 


(45 ) 


that told me the Preſidents Lady 


and her new Gallant were to go for 


J a day, to a houſe of the Preſidents, 
q five or ſix Leagues from Parzs, 
4 where he had often ſolicited me to 


fl 


: 
: 


paſs ſome few days. I had deny'd 
It fill now ; but at this time I preſt 
him to it, as well as to keep the 
Secret of our Deſign without tel- 
ling him the reaſon of it ; I defir'd 
him to approve of ingageing the 
Princefs to be of the Company, for 
ſhe began to diſabuſe her jelt about 
the Calumnies had been rais'd on. 
me. I weat to her houſe and -pro- 
pos'd to her to take the Air at Axel. 
I thought it was beſt thus to put the 
change upon her, becauſe ſhe is not 
a Woman to be proceeded with in! 
down right Meaſures. 

I did not ill to make uſe of this 
way, tor ſhe told her Hiisband ſhe 
was togo the next day to Rue}; he 
was not angry at it, in thethoughts! 
ſhe would go away different from 
-Y > | what 


"LW 
what he intended. And the Preſj- 
dent had not leſs joy, when his 
Wye told him ſhe was togo the 
next day to the Abby of St. Cyr, to 
ſee Madam Arangonnis who was 
retir'd thither. And as I would 
have nothing wanting in my ye- 
venge, I writ a Note to: the Duke 
and pray*d him to meet me there, 
but I'deſpair'd of his coming, be- 
- cauſe I was told he was at Yer- 

failtes. 

I ſaw with great joy the day ar- 
Tive that was to yeild me ſo much 
Pleaſure, and give ſuch confufion 
tomy Rival. The Preſident had 
not leſs, for he perſwaded himſelf 
he ſhould draw great advantages 
from this meeting. He had order'd 
his Servants to go expect him at his 
Country houſe, and to get ready a 
Treat for u8#'; but I took ſuch order 


that one of my Footmen amus'd 'em 


onthe way, and undertaking $0 
appeaſe rhe Preſident - if he _ 
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be angry at it, I went to take'up 
the Princeſs whom I told we wonld' 
not go to Rue/, becauſe the Durt- 
cheſs of Aignillon was there. She 
ſuffer'd usto condu@t her whether 


' we pleas'd, for ſhe is a Woman of 


an eaſie perſwafion. We went to 
find the Preſident, who ſtay'd for 
us at the Gate, St. 4»toine with the 
Abbot B and we began our 
Journey with a great deal of Go 
ty, the Preſident by hopes t 

were vain, the Princeſs by a defire 
of diverting her ſelf, and F in 


; thoughts of a full revenge upoa the 


| 


/ 


Preſidents Lady and my perfidious 
Lover. The Abbot B—— for his 
rt was not without pleaſure, fince 
e gave himſelf that of rehearfin 
a whole peice for the Stage, heha 
bat lately finiſhed ; in the mean 
rime envious joys. came into 


;| . mindthat made me break out into 


1 


Laughters; which no body could 
penerrate into the cauſe off, - We 
C 2 diſco» 


| 
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diſcover'd-at laſt the Houſe, and 
enterd into it without being per- 
cely'd, for this Journey was taken 
in a Seaſon, when every body was 
buſted in the Field ; and the Preſi- 
dents Lady's People were employ'd 
in making ready a little Entertain- 
INCnt. | | | 
From the Ante-Court, we walk'd 
into the Court of Honour, where 
the Preſident and the Princeſs had 
the pleaſure to ſee ſome of the Prin- 
ces's hisFoot-men, and the Preſidents 


MW! 
| Lady's Coach. What ſurpriſe ſo- 
| 


-ever the ſight of this gave, it was 
not ſufficient for my ſatisfaction, I 
would have 'em ſee more; and that 


| © notime might be given to any to 


advertiſe the Lovers, of the Com- 
any that was arriv'd, I went be- 
tore, whilit the Preſident was ask- 
ing his Lady's Foot-men ſome que- 
ſtions. * The Princeſs follow'd me, 
and we went with all the diligence 
imaginable into a low Apartment 

| we 


| 
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we found open, we cros'd a great 
Hall - and ſeveral Chambers with- 
out meeting any body. I began to 
think we were miſtaken ; but at laſt 
I open'd the door of a Cloſet, where 
the Princeſs , the Preſident andI 
diſcover'd the Prince and the Preſt- 
dents Lady alone together. 

She did not ſeem the leaſt mov'd 
or ſurpriz'd at it, but ſaid to me with 


: an aſtoniſh'd confidence, you did 


not think, Madam, to have met here 
ſo. good Company. I would not 
have you come to a houſe where I 


| have any ſhare, without finding 


me there to pay you my Service. I 
confeſs, Madam, I thought the man- 


| nerthe Prefidents Lady ſpoke to 


me in, would have made me forget. 


* Tonly came to ſurpriſe her : She 


| 


j 


{ bore the adventure without diſor- 


der; and her free Air, that had no 
concern upon it appear'd like inno- 


$4 cence it ſelf. Sheatterwards ſaid a 


4 thouſand extravagant things to. the 


C 3 Preſi- 


why ſhe was 
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Prefident, to the Princeſs and to me, * 
not ſptring ſo much as the Abbot * 
and when the poor Hus- ' 
band ask'd her what had hindred 
- her from going to St? Cyr, and 
ſhut up with the | 
Prince, ſhe anſwered /ſhe had a mind | 
to be ſatisfied of my Conduct, and 


B 


tofee her ſelf that I was. unworthy 
of her Friendſhip. Whilſt the Pre- 
ſidents Lady and her Husband were 
faying what boldneſs and jealouſie 
could inſpire, the Princets thought 
her ſelf oblig'd to reaſon with her 


"|  *Husband in the ſame nature, and 


without having reſpe& to his high 
quality, the faid a thouſand things 
that obſcur'd a httle his Shining 


_ Title. The diſcovery had not been 
regular nor my revenge perfect, if 
the Duke had neglected coming ; | 
he receiv'd my Note as he was. re- | 
turning from Yerſalles, 'twas caſie : 


for him to comprehend that I writ 


to him with a deſign to clear the } 
7 DON | doubts 7. 
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doubts he had about the: infidelity 
! of the Preſidents Lady, whonot 


| long fince made him ynderſtand,that 


a true remorſe of Conſcience preft 
her to break off a Commerce; ſhe 
could not in Piety conſent too. 

The Duke not believing her of 
this Sentiment, had a defire to be 
convinc'd of it. For this reaſon he 
only ſtay'd the time to change his 
Cloaths, and mounting on Horſe- 


back with one Page only, he came. 
full fpeed where he was ſure to find 


me. He could not arrive at a fitter . © 


time for his inſtrution, A littk 
attention would ſoon teach him 
what he was ignorant off. - 

It was the Princeſs that took the 


"care to inform him. The Duke is 
not a Man that eaſily forgives faults ' 


of that nature ; and if he did not 
ſpare the innocent, you may judge 
what he did to the guilty, he did 


imſelt to. the pleaſure of revenge ; 
C 4 and 


| got intend to conſfider,but abandon{d 


: (52) 
and taking-no*notice of the Hus- 
'bands and Lovers overhearing him, 
he fe]binto the way of rallery which 
you know is Natural to him. Madam 
fays he,addreſling himſelf to thePre- 
ſidents Lady, I am come to partici- 


-pateinthe ſweetneſs of your Medita- 


tions ro as kyou whatFruit you have 


reap'd by 'em, and whether they , 


have-utterly deſtroy'd the Love you 
have fo often ſwore for me ; but I 
very well ſee, that your new Dire- 
or has a greater part in the change 


of your Conduct, than' thoſe holy . 


reſolutions you oppos'd me with, 
and that he has quite put out a fire 
that in my opinion I had very well 


'Entertain'd for a year, I muſt tell 
'you likewiſe that without the leaſt 


Chagrin 1 law you follow a courſe 


. T thought had drawn you from ; 
"but T ſhould be guilty of all the 


Crimes in your new Commerce, it 


--. in my turnI did not Exhort you to 
HF be more faithful to Mr. the Prefi- 


dent 


TY eodiio... 
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dent,. than you haWttherto; been, 
and it I did notadvertize him to be 
no longer blinded by the falſe ſhew 
of an imaginary Vertue. 

Whilſt the Duke ſpoke thus, the 
unhappy Husband, his Wite and 
the Prince kept a ſilence full of Con- 
tuſion, not but that they all had e- 
nough to ſay, but there is ſeldome 


Eloquence when ſuch parts, as theſe _ 3 


three had,wereto be play'd. 

The Princeſs who hearken'd' ta 
the Duke with an inceavable plea> 
ſure, could not forbear crying out 
when he had ended, Ah ! what'a 
great deal of wit has the Duke ! It 
was not neceſlary ſhe ſhould excite 
him to recommence a diſcourſe 
wherein there was ſuch Subject to- 
debate. What Mr. the Preizdent;, 
reply'd he, are you inſenſible ot the: 
Conduct of your Wite? And will 
you, never ſee the injuſtices ſhe does: 


you ?. Do not you know, that at. 
"the ſame time you had a Law Suit: 


C5 - witlk 
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with a Man of your,own profeſſion, 
with whom you would have no Ac- 
commodation, ſhe liv'd with him 
without any quarrel, and facrifis'd 
your Honour and her own, to her 
irregular Paſſion ? Have you been 
ignorant that the Marquels of St--- 
has been very great with her 2 And 
how come you not to perceive, that 
I was not ill with her? 

You ſee well, Madam, that what 
the Duke ſaid was ſufficient to give 
the Preſident great light into the 
counterfeit carriage of his Wife ; 
but when he could yet have faid 


more, the Preſidents Lady inter- 
rupted him to anſwer, as ſhe ſaid, - 


his impoſtures, for ſo ſhe call'd the 
ralliry he made upon his intrigues. 
The Prince. appearing irritated, I 
was afraid leaft he would. quarrel 
with. the Duke, and I reproach'd. 
with being the occaſion of this diffe= 
rence, Idrew the laſt apart, ket us 


- go Mr, the Duke faid I, and leave 


theſe 


ac. i --. »d 
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theſe marry'd People in peace ; they 
may terminate their difference withe 
Out us. 

In effe& I oblig'd the Duke to 
go, and we walk'd ina very fine 
Garden, whilſt the Abbot B——- 
undertook to reconcile the Hugs» * 
bands and Wives. Although the: 
Duke knew very well there was a 
great deal of jealouſie in: ' my © 
ceeding, and did not doubt. but I 27 
had had a true love for the Princez, 3 
he did not then make any refle&ion: 
upon it, he made me underſtand: 
that he was raviſh't at the infidelity: 
of the Preſidents Lady ; and- that 
it only had prevented a deſign he: 
had in a few days, to- ſorſake: her- 
to apply himſelf ro me ; that what: 
he had ſaid did not proceed. from:/a: 
true Chagrin or kfmies at her. al 
teration;, but from a ſecret: Coms- 
plaiſance he- had' to- all my Sens 
iments, 
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The Duke was well made, L-. 4 


beral and Magnificent, and I very 
well fore-ſaw that after this adven- 
ture T ſhould loſe both the Prince, 
the Preſident and his' Wife. Infine, 
Madam, I muſt confeſs, I was pre- 
vait'd upon by the thoughts that the 
Merit of a'young Perion was di- 
ſtinguiſh'd only by the number of 
Loyers, and that to paſs the life a- 
greeably, ſhe onght at leaſt to have 
one. I therefore hearken'd to the 
Duke ,” without anſwering never- 
|  theleſs the proteſtations he made 

 toloye me till death, but I did not 
repulſe hit ſo much as to makehim 
believe thoſe proteſtations were in- 


WE. different to me. I had a ver y. great 


defire to ſce the Court, with all the 
agreements that accompany thoſe 
who are weil born, have great Re- 
venues; .and eminent Dignittes, : As 
| "he had a penetrating wit, and. knew 
| the deſire I had to appear among(t 
| UhePcople of great Qu 
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4 flatter'd me by aſſuring mel ſhould 
1 not ſee any thing there ſo handſome 


| as my ſelf, The Abbot B— found 


Jo - . ” — 
_ indaetoatnab@k coil” eas nan 
— _—_ 
.. 


me very much employ'd in hearing 
what was faid to me ;1T learn't from 
him that the Preſident endeavour'd 
to juſtifie his Wife ; that they laid 
to my charge the unhappineſs of 
that journey ; and that they both re- 
folv'd to ruin me at my Husbands 
return. TheDuke who was dif- 
pleas'd at this threatning, out of 
the intereſt he began to have in my 


1 Perſon, deſir'd the Abbot to go to 


the. Preſidents Lady and tell her he 
would anſwer for the event, and 


1 that he would publiſh tothe World 


what he knew of her good diſpoſi- 


1 tions. The Abbot acquitted him- 
| ſelf in his mediation with ag ex- 


| queſite Addreſs,and all was pacified 
} in appearance , but the Preſident 


eould never reſolve with himſelf to 
| me; in earneſt,although Ma- 
m, all that I have faid to you: has 

| - much 


(58) 
much of the Air ofa Romance, and 


that the Fabulous Heroes have neyer ! 


had occafion to eat, you muſt ob- 
ſerve if you pleaſe, that this is a 
true Story, and that they who com- 
pole it are not exempt from that ne- 


ceſlity, for my part 1 found my ſelf 
much diſpos'd to it ; 4 defir'd the | 


Abbot to remember the Prefidenc 
of it ; his Servants that were- ar- 
riv'd had prepar'd a very pretty En. 
tertainmeat, 


Table, the Abbot thought fit to dif 


courſe about the rules of Tragedy,. ! 
and the opinion of the Abbot of | 


Aubignac concerning Dramatique 
"Poetry. He undertook perhaps 


this Subject, becauſe he had writ | 


ſome Peices himſelf, and perhaps to 


hindepg the Co thoſe di- | 


fferences were but jult appeas'd. 


+: Since that day I ſaw none of that L162 
W- Society, and I thought of nothing SA 


bue ſhewing my felt ar Court, where: 
Ewentwith one of the Dukes Siſt- 
ji . Crs... 


Whilſt they were at | 


(59) 
ers. My Face and my Shape made 
I more noiſe than they deſerved, but 
you know, Madam, that a Novelry 
is of great value in the World, and 
I chat there is ſcarcely any but ſhe 
I has the art to impoſe upon ; 'tis 


7 therefore to that I ought to attri» -* 2 


j bute all the pleaſing things were 
{ ſaid to me by the Duke de Saux and 
the Marqueſs 4e'YV:/leroy, The Va» 
nity I ſhew'd atir, gave the Duke 
| occafion to repent he had conducted 
7 me to breath that Air; and that 
| which ruin'd me quite was that be-.. 
ing one day at 7rianon, F perceiv'd 
the King ask'd him who I was, and 
{ look't upon me after a manner that 
made me underſtand he did not 
1 think me difagreeable. The Duke 
1 told me I was not deceiv'd. | 
| T muſt confefs, Madam,that when 
| a Woman is fild with falſe Glory, 
| and has the mind of a pexfect Cor. 
quet, ſhe is ſubje& to ge wan- 
drings. The Duke having _ 
| c 
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that I did not. diſpleaſe the-King ; | 


I conceiv'd ridiculous Idea's of an 


imaginary Felicity, and I believed 
T might arrive,tp touch the heart of | 
a Monarch. - I-never ſhew'd my ſelf 


but I was dres'd asit I was . to. ap- 


pear-before- him ;: and. took. great | 
careof my Conduct, that it: might 
not be an obſtacle to my vain hopes. ; 
. I fay vain becauſe it 1s certain: all | 


theſe projets paſt only in my; 1ma- 
ginatton, as faſt as theſe illuſions 
were diſlipated, I began to be more 


humane, and the Duke took the! 
care to give me :many divertiſe-} 
ments, to deſtroy ,-as. he faid,} 


the Chimera .,that . had fo - per- 
ſkeutedime,,; He lov'd Feaſting, and 
ſcarce a day paſt but he made me 
ſome great Entertainment. I car- 
ried a-hundred Women rather out ' 


of Vanity.thaneſteem, for it.is cer- | 


tain Coquets never love any. thing ; 
*but_ I did not fore-ſee that this noiſe 
which I vainly eſtcemed an honour, 
Tag p ' advanc'd} 


4 
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; | advanc'd my undoing, and would 
| ſoon plung me into great. misfor- 


tunes. 
My Husband had Orders from 


the King to goto the Count De Y7g- 
| ory, who was then Governour of 
| Binch, upon a ſecret expedition. 
1 Some ditficulty's happen'd. which 


retarded their Deſigns, and __ 
my Husband to make a longer ſtay 
at Binch than he imagin'd. Yignory 
endeavoured to divert him, and 


i ſhew him perhaps that he wasa - 
3 Manof good Fortune, carry'd him _ ; 
$ toa Lady's aNeighbour to his Go > 
q vernment, by whom he ſeem'd not 
J to be ill receiv'd ; and to make -his + 


credit in the houſe appear yet grea- 


ter, he told him that having under-- 
I ſtood from the Lady that ſheyhad| ' + 


occaſian for a Gentlewoman to wait 


| on her, he had preter'd one from 


Paris, who had belong'd to. me. 


"Nothing ingag'd my Husband more 


to make the viſitthey propogd: to 
him 
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him than the deſireto know after 
what manner I liv'd during his ab- 
ſeace. That Gentlewoman whom | 
Fignory ſpoke of, was thetreacherous: | 
Limelville.MyHusband ſaw her,and 
you may very well think that out of | 
an intention to revenge her ſelf on | 
me for diſcharging her,the told him 
every thing that might raiſe his jea- | 
louſie. And as ſhe had the Art of en- | 
larging Objes, and giving the ap- 
pearance of a great Crime to what 
was-but a Trifte, ſhe did nor forget to 
tel him that I was fal'n out with-the 
Prince, . the Preſident,and his Lady, 
aadjall that ſhe knew concerni 

Iatrigues. He deſtr'd her not to dil- 
cover ſo important a Secret to any 
. other body, and aflur'd her that at> 
ter he had givin me a puniſhment, 
he would recall her to employ her 
in the government of his Houſe. * 
After Limelville had ſo well in- | 
Kruced. him, he had no other 
- thoughts then to execute the Orders 
Xe he ; 


C63) 
he had -receiv'd, that he. might 


- | havean opportunity to return' and 


| givean account of it to - the King. 
 $ They both; ſucceeded indifferently 
| | well in their Enterpriſe , a confide- 


' | rable party ofthe Enemies was de- 


| feated, andmy Husband came back 
| to Paris, with ſo good news, that 
he did not fear an 1ll reception from 
his Majeſty, altho? he had no parti- - 
cular order for his coming, 

-Whilf theſe things paſt, I was 
not. without tronble, for the Duke 
-isnot a Man ofan eaſie Commerce. 
Every thing created ſufpiſions ; the 
1 moſt innocent ations. appear'd to 

| himtobe Crimipal;, and I liv'd an 
2 Conſtraint that began'to beinſup- 
portable. 

One Evening (and -it was the 
moſt terrible ot my life) I refolv'd 
1 rotakethe Airat the point of the - 

Iſle ; this was the quarter where I 
| ., Lodg'd. You muſt remember, Ma-' 

dam, the Duke reproach'd the Pre- 
| ſidents 
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ſidents Lady for having an Afﬀair 


.of Gallantry, with the Marqueſs 
.De Saint 
'that Marqueſs I met, and I-could 


;'twas unhappily 


not diſpence with my elftrom ſuffer- 
ing him to give me his handto lead 
me. He had ſeen me indiverspta- 


ces; and not long ſince at Yerſailles, 
'and. my - ingaging; (manner. had | 


caugd in him an inclination for-me:l 
took pleaſure in having a Converſa- 


'tion-with a Man that did .not ſcold 
-ati/me, for the... Duke had behav'd 

himſelf rowards me like. the 'worſt 
'Husband in the World. I gave him 
attention for a long time, and when 
'he had ſpoke. what he deſird to 
-ſay, I told: him of the diſguſt I had 


for all Men in general, and I paint- 


. ..ed him the Character of ſuch a'Lo- 
ver I ſhould have wiſted for. Then 
*T increas'd the puniſhment muſt -be 
.endur'din managing a jealous diſ- 
- poſition, and. the torment of -being 
capable of the ſame paſſion. Itald 


him 


____ Si SS wi. 
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him under falfe Names the diſfcon- 
tents my-Husband and the Duke 
gaveme, and the reaſons of com-: 
plaint I had- receiv'd from all' that 
had ſhew*d me any paſſion. I open'd 
my heart, in fine, tothe Marqueſs: 
without imagining I was overheard, 
the Night was dark, and I did nor 
obſerve the Duke was at our heels, 
with a Cloak thrown over his Face. - 
I. rook ſome few more turns and re+ 
tired without ſuffering theMarqueſs 
to condu& me home, . When I ar« 
riv'd I heard the Duke expetted:me. 
I'very well comprehended -he- was 
not preparing for me an- agreeable 
reception. I was not deceiv'a, af-' 
ter he had told me all the converſa- 
tion I had had with the Marqueſs, 
he paſt from words to actions, and: 
altho* my fault conſiſted only in a 
great imprudence, he gave- meas 
Rigorous a puniſhment, - asif it» had 


Yet 
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. . "Yet, as it is natural to complain 
on the like occaſions, T found no 
lictle eloquence for that purpoſe. 
And I was reproaching the Duke 


 Theard a greatnoiſe \in the: Street. 
I was concern'd too much at my 
own Affairs to beable to think af- 


ifthe diſorder was cauſed by his 
Footmen. They did- not begin it, | 
*but. hearing from far, that it hap- 
pen'd before my Door, they run | 
thither, and not diſcovering the 
WW _ Attaquers from the Attaqu'd tell in- 
+ differently upon all they met. Dn- 
= ring thisquarel, I diſcern'd-a voice 
/ that was not unknown to me, and 
call'd upon all thoſe Servants my | 
# - Husbandhad left with me by their 
ff ._ ſeveral Names. They 'could 'not 
i! anſwer ſince I had turd *em-a- 
way. You muſt judge what fur- 
' prize this was'to me. I could'.not 

| imagine 


with the injuries he did me, when | VO 


ter the cares of others. The Duke J8 
look't out of the window to ſee |} 


(67) 
imagine. whom it- ſhould be, but 
that Night was full of ſurpriſes and 


I unlucky adventures to me. 


WhilftI was hearkning to the 
Voice, I ſaw my Husband come 1n 
like one who had loſt his reaſon with 


\ Tanger. Hetook what was next his * 


hand, and without baving any re- 


| gard to the Perſon of the Duke, had 
| tell furiouſly upon him, had nor his 


loſs of blood thrown him into a 


| great — : When he had re- 
, Jcover'd from this fainting fit they 
J carryed him to his Chamber ; thus 


Servants put him to bed,and I heard 
by his Yalet de Chambre, that he 
had been two days at Paris, and 
came alone with infention to ſur» _ 
prize me. I could not learn more 
trom this Yalet, who apparently - 


8 knew not what he told me. This 


was enough to make me-believe I 
had on of the protection of 
he Duke. He promis'd it me, and 
I fentto defire a- relation. of ny 
Husbands 
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Husbands to come, and know from 
him the reaſon of his emportment, 
This Relation, who. had always a 
great kindneſs for me,arriv'd as the 
Chirurgions had made the firſt Ap- 
plication of their Remedies to his 
Wounds. To what danger ſoever 
ſpeaking much, expos'd my Hus- 
bands Life, he told his Relation ne-= 
vertheleſs all that he knew, | he de- 
fir'd him I might be ſhur up, till he $ 
had reſfolv'd with may Family in F 
what manner to treat me. _ Burt, 
Madam, it is time I ſhould let you 
know what had animated him - ſo 
furiouſly - againſt me. I have told 
you he was return'd to give an ac- make 
count of his 'Expedition to the King. Felati 
His Majeſty receiv'd him: very: ta- Fetire 
vourably, and permitted him to ſtay Freſh « 
"Eight days at Paris. He had paft Þis cc 


; © twoentirely at the Preſidents who Jewel 


- had omitted nothing might ſully Jo the 
me in his opinion ; and to render, gv*'d 
- me yet more tulpable to the eyes of fihe h; 


- 


, (69) « 
the World, they conſulted my Hus- 
band ſhould make himſelf be at- 
tack'd by People hir'd for that pur- - 
poſe, that ſo*they might have an 
opportunity to report , that I had 
aus'd him to be aſlaſinated : Chance: 
Permitted the Dukes Footmwan to 
ound him, whilſt his Maſter was”. 
at my Houſe. He thought never- 
helels to make no other ufe of this 
p _—_ than to my diſadvantage, 
and complaining of ſo criminal a 
deſign, he notwithſtanding juſtified 
he Duke; being farisfied that al- 
hough he ſhould accuſe him of a 
are in it, *twould be difficult to 
ake it believ'd. My Husbands 
elation prudently advis'd me to 
etire, before he ſhould receive 
relh orders to ſecure me. I follow'd 
is counſel; 4 brought away my 
ewels and ſome Mony, -and went. 
0 the countels's de who re- 
E&gv'd me very generouſly : after 
he had faid what might replace 
ea D. ſome 


©” C= 

ſome tranquility in my mind, ſhe 
dexterouſly took the time to ſpeak 
_ of the little care I had had to pre- 


ſerve my Reputation, bur in, ſo ' 


good and ſweet a manner, that ſhe 
made me repent of it, without con- 
fuſion. | 
- . My Husband's Wound was not 
found ſo dangerous as was imagin'd ; 
but as his illneſs diminiſht, his an- 
ger became more violent, and I ſaw 
my ſelf in a neceſſity of leaving not 
only Pari but the -whole Kingdom. 
I therefore reſolved to put my ſelf 
under the Protection of dhe Dutcheſs 
of Savoy. The Duke approved my 
- deſign, and the Charitable Countels 
gave me Letters tor all the Court, 
where were the great Habitudes. 

I made my ſelt be call'd Madam 
de Comrcilly, and I departed in Ly- 
ou Coach , with a Maid I never 
ſaw before. I got into the Coach, 


and a Man call'd Bernard whoſe 


_ fidelity and diſcretion I jyas fati$- 


fied 


| 


CY 
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fiedin. Wetook up Three places, 
and the other were filf'd by rhe 
Abbeſs de Bly, Two Nuns, and 
a Rich Banker of Genova call'd Hre- 
ronymo Spichetti. You may gueſs, 
Madam, by all that I haverold you, 
how my mind was bufied in thefe 
ſad adventures, and thoſe I was to- - 
be expoſed too ; but it anger'd me 
when I reflefted how eafily the 
Duke had left me, which was more: 
inſupportable to me, than all my 
Husbands ill uſage. The'thoughts 
of ſeeing my ſelf without Lovers 
diſcomforted me, for by the cold- 
neſs of his Adieu, I reckon'd him 
no longer in'the number of thoſe 


that were ſo. 


Theſe fooliſh refle&tions kept me- 
in a profound conſideration, when” 
the A4bbeſs de Bly had a fancy to re- 
gal the Company with a Story of 
me. T had the pleaſure to hear her 

|-it from one end to the other 


-' With fach falſe and ridiculous cir- 


D 2 cum» 


_ entertainment gave me ſo much 


- Iog.in. You may imagin perhaps. 
he came by my Order. - No afſu- 
redly, Madam , chance. alone was 
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' Royal Highneſſes upon the recovery, 
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cumſtances, that I thought Twenty 
times to 1nterrupt her. and inform 
her. of the: truth. Judge-in. what 
concern I was when ſhe addreſt her 
words to me, . to make me yield my 
ſelf the moſt culpable Woman in 
the World. In fine I was reduced 
to tell a ſtory- tull of invented ad- 
ventures, to force 'em to end an 


puniſhment to her. 

Here, Madam, is the'place that 
you muſt- mark the fatality of my 
Stars. Scarce were we arriv'd at 
the firſt Dining place, when I ſaw 
the Marqueſs de Saint com- 


concern'd init, He went to Savoy , 
from the King to compliment their 


of. the Dutcheſs , of Savoy from, a7 
Sicknels, 'twas thought ſhe would 
have dy'd of. *'Lwas true that he 
; Uſt» 


- EN 


underſtanding there was: place 
| for another 1n the Coach, he took 
it and left the Poſt, not know- 
ing he ſhould there meet . me. 
| When I heard this News I reaſon'd 
with Bernard, whether I ought to 
. diſcover my ſelf, and we concluded 
that what care ſoever I ſhould take 
'twas impoſſible to hide my 
ſelf from his penetration. I got 
| again nevertheleſs into the Coach, . 
without diſcovering my ſelf ro him, 
and leaſt he ſhould know my Voice, . 
I did not ſpeak. But the Abbeſs de 
Bly did not the like; we had not gone 
half a League before ſhe'had asK'd 
the Marqueſs if he had not heard 
the Story of that Lady who. would - 
_. haveaſſaſinated her Husband, ' He - 
, Anſwer'd that he had \not. The 
good Abbeſs who could fay it- by 
| #Heart, began it again, not omit» 
ting one word from the manner 
d heard her tell it before. 
When ſhe came to name me, the 
D 3 Marqueſs - 
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Marquis impos'd ſilence upon her, 
ſaying, that if ſhe had'a mind. to 


tell Stories ; there was Subject e- 


nough 1n her convent , without | 
ſearching in another. place, This 


Anſwer had all the efle&t that I 


- could hope for. The A4bbeſs held her 
Tongue, and there was a. great ſi- 
| Tence that laſted the reſt of the day. 


F: 


I confe(s to you, Madam, I found | m 


my ſelf. very much oblig'd to the 
Marquis to have freed meſo honeſt- 


ly from the falfities of the 4bbefs, - 


.Chance.would have it, that before 


we-.arriv'd to the place where my 


Was to lie, the company wasoblig'd 


to LH ger ore 'of the Coach to paſsa Pe. | 


ficult place , becauſe it was night, 


F remain'd in the Coach and the | 
_ . Mandelſcended. 
.  Fhe Marquis apprehending, by 


the manner of behaviour Bernard 
ſhew'd me, that .he was my Ser- 
vant, ask't him who I was, and 
was inpoflible to bave more joy 


| to 


| 
Ag 


than * 


| 
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than appear'd in him, when he 


: tearnt thatT was the ſame perſon for 


whom he had ſo much eſteem, and 
inclination, and an whoſe fide he 
had engag'd againſt the 44Zeſs, He 
was too diſcreet to ſpeak to me be+ 
forea favourable opportunity. 
When we arriv'd where we were 
to paſs the Night, the Marquis gave 
me his hand as to an unknown Lady, 
to help me out of the Coach, and 
conduQing me to the Charaber 
where the Nuns and I wereto reſt, 
he told me very ſoftly of the joy 
he had to meet me, and the defire 
he had to ſerve me. ZAi#ron 
Spichetti did not ſhew lefs care for 
me than the Marquis, but I received 
'em not with ſo much complaiſanee, 
This gave occaſion enough to the- 
Abbeſs de Bly and her Nans to talk, 
who found with Chagrin, they had: 
more time allow'd *em for their- 


p\. Prayers than they deſir'd. 
At laſt we arriv'd at Zyons, where 
D 4 having 


I ſhould have arriv'd at Zariz with 


"0 
| having no acquaintance, the Mar- |; led 
quels and I-went to lodge at Belle. | jo 
Cour a good handfome place, that 
the 7ralian carry'd us to. , This | 
Man according to the maxims of rh 
his Country obſerv'd' us carefully ; + 
and judging both by the way of the e 
Marquels and my proceedivgs with | ;: 
him, that we had been before ac- | 
quainted did not doubt but we had | , : 


agreed upon this rencounter, He -|- _ - 
diſlembled it, as-well as the ſenti- th 

- _— ps th: 
ments which rendr'd him ſo curious-. | - 
about my Afﬀairs, and there grew a = 


friendſhip between him and the aft 
Marqueſs. "w:148 3 | 
- As it would not have been decent | 


the Marqueſs, Spichetti told him he 
would take care of my Journy, and | hi 
ſave. me the fatigue of paſſing the | 
Mountains , which on the ſide of { 
France are very inconvenient for” | | 
their height, and exceſſive cold. a ** 
Altho he had not an entire know-" « 

A ledge | , 


| £16 


WS 
| ledgeof my Afﬀairs he nevertheleſs + 
| knew that led from the. perſecuti>- 
, on of my Husband. So. that joyns: 
ing to it the opinion he. had of my: 
| ſilence whilſt the 44þe/5 was telling , 
' my Story, he doubted .no. longer -- 
of the truth, He did not explain. | 
his thoughts, neither. to me nor 
| the Marqueſs, to whom he only ſaid. © 
; he would conduct me through Pros: - 
\ vence, and enter Savoy by 1taly,and: 
| that leaving Lyonat the ſame time, 
and taking our paſſage on the Rhone: 
we ſhould get-to Zurin a Fortnight. 
after his arrival. . 
' 1 was. not ſorry to ſee. Provence . 
} and ſo much the more willingly. I + 
| accepted of Spichettz's propofition, =. 
| becauſe he told me his Aﬀairs call'd*:! 
him likewiſe to. Turin, at the ſame»: - 
; time I intended to be there. -. We--.: 
; embarqu'd upon the _Rhoxe as far. -: 
as Avignon. 
I muſt not forget to tell-you, Mas, -- 
| dam, Bernard was not alittle tron -- 
| Ds, | bled 


s = 
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bled to fee me yield my ſelf ſo ea-: * 


ſly to - the conduQ of ' Spicherrz. 
The Aﬀetion he hat for me made 
him ſee what was my intereſt, and 
murmur more than once at my im- 
prudence, but I- could not eſcape 
talflling my deſtiny. 

When we were at Av7gnon, w 
chetti. lodg' d me in a very fine 
Building belonging to a Frieni of 
his. *Twas fituated in the Pope's 
Territories two Miles from the 
Town , whoſe ſplendour he took 
care to ſhew me. | 
When Three Days were pas'd I 


let him know it was time to be. 


gone, I ſhall not take the care, 


Madam, faid he, to deliver you my 


ſelf into my Rivals Arms. © F was 


 Arruck at theſe words like a Tunder- 


bolt, and they made me 'calt to 


mind all the Miſchie's I could fear, 


They were tollow'd by an mft- 


nite number of others, which Spi 


chetti made uſe of to declare his 


paſſion | 
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aſſion for me, and that there was 

no difficulty but he would under- 
| takero make himſelf be belov'd by 
» me, norno violence that he ſhould: . 

| Not be carryd to, it I was not- 
| touch'd at his Paſſion. I feem'd: * 
' as if I did not believe he ſpoke- 
finceerly, I turn'd what he- ſaid : 
into Gallantry, but I had not much: , 
time to rally, for he never left me, . 
and his perſecution went ſo -far, 
that I found my ſelf oblig'd more. 
| than once to run to the worſt! ex-- 
tremities, thereby to eſcape the ef- - 
' fects of a Brutal emportment: he-- 

| ſhew'dtowards me. Till now, Madam - 
| T had been but too ſenfible of: the: 
| pleaſures of Loving and being Be-- - 
' lov'd; I was now to be puniſh'd for - 
 atby the torment an averſion cauſes. . 
| I: had a Mortal hatred for-Spi+- 
| chetti, and if madehim any appear-- 
ance of ſatisfaftion it enlarg'd his 
">aopes; he grew very much irritat-- 
ed and Taw that nothing but a Mis _ 
ND 6. r acle_- Y 
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racle, or the-end of my life could 
terminate my misfortunes. Bernard 
who had eſcabliſh't himſelt a right 
of adviſing in all my Actions, per- 
-ſecuted me on his fide for not 
tollowing his counſel, and I con- 
teſs to you , I never found my 
ſelf in fo ill a condition. In 
fine Hieronymo , calling me one 
day by my true Name, told me 
he was inſtructed in all my adven- 
tures, and if I determined not. to 
acknowledg the Paſſion he had for 
me, he would. advertiſe my Hus- 


band I was in his hands, and. - 


whilſt he was expected I ſhould 


be ſo carefully obferv'd, that it 


was impoſlible tor me to eſcape. 

I obſtinately told him he was 
miſtaken in me, but 7 could not: 
perſwade him ſo. He was igno- 
rant of nothing in my Afﬀairs, 


. and 7 have, not yet known from. . 
whence he had fo perfect an inte; 
The miſcrable. condition. || 


” ligence: 
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- 
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7 was reduc'd to 'made me think 
| of nothing but death: and 7 reſolv*d 
; itrather than conſent to fatisfie the 
| Brutal Paſſion of the Zralzan.: yet 
| as 7 was not ignorant of being ob- 
{ lig'd to undergo any thing might 
| free me from his perſuit, before / 

abandon'd my lite ro my deſpair, 
| examin'd what might<ontribute to 
| my liberty. 7 immediately took 
} my Jewels out of my cabinet, and 
| Bills of Exchange for a conſiderable 
Sum, with what Mony 7 had leſt, - 
| and the Letters of recommenda- 
| "tion to the Dutcheſs of Savoy. 
| Z put all into Beruards hands, 
i FSpichettz not porcenring it, and 

telling -him.that he ſhould for the 
future-regulate my conduQ, deſir'd. 
him to find out ſome means to 
; guard. me. from the violences my. 
| Tyrant menacd me with. We 
| agreed, that to do- it with more 
#, caſe, he ſhould ſeem to leave me, 
: -did it ,in appearance,, and brib'd 

the Gardiner of the Houſe to 
give . 


_— —— CO ——— 
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give me intelligence of what he 
ſhould advance towards my quiet. 

- The time that Spicherr? had 
appointed was approaching and 
7 ſaw not my Afﬀairs in a better 
condition, when it came m my 
mind. to: demand of him yet ſome 
few days. He ought to accord 
'em me he thought ,' becauſe 7 
made him underftand the Conti- 
raanceof is Love began to concern 
me. "Twas at this time that 
imagining to perſwade me by his 
Riches; he made me conceive Ideas 


. that with thoſe of another diſpo- 


frion might have ſerv'd inſtead 
of merit; but 7 was not to 
be: prevail'd| upon by the offers he 


made me. There was bnt” one 


Day to arrive before that which 
Sprebetti expected with fo much 
impatience, when 7 was 'inform'd 
every thing was ready "for 'm 


eſcape, antl*/7 had only to.deſcerick 
- by a Ladder of Ropes ſhould be. 
faſten'd.. 


— 
OD ee on TO TPP, WE WF w-”pv ww =-  - :£-. * 


E 


j 


Pl 
Us 


— 


| 


j 


. 


| 


(33) | 
faſten'd to my Window that lookt 
into the Garden, aid that I ſhould 
find in the Gardiners Houſe - the 
Habits of Two. Men for me and 
my Chamber-maid, and that Ber- 
uard would expect me with Two 
Horfes a Hundred paces from the 
Garden. Altho this proje& was 
well laid, the ſucceſs might have 
been thought more difficult then 
it appear'd, if we had reflected 
tnat Zieronyme was an /talian 1n 
Love, Fealous, and Suſpitious, and 
that they are terrible Monſters to 
allay in an affair of this impor- 


tance; but in great dangers great . 


reſolutions muft be taken. Ar 
accident happen'd which ſmooth'd 
the difficulty. Spichetti was tas 
ken with - a vioknt Feavour, and 
tho he was light-headed did- not 
want reaſon enough to order, 


that 7 ſhould be cloſe lockt' up in 


Chamber. | This care did not 
hinder me from eſcaping the = 
ns. that 


» 
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| that was propos'd, and we rid. 
_ all Night without knowing which. 


-way we went, at laſt when Day 
began to break, we, found. our 
ſelves on the top of a High 
Mountain from whence we dif- 
cover'd a number of others, that 
made. a very agreeable ſolitude. 
We travell'd till Sun riſe a Koad 


very. little beaten, which not long 


after led us to a Hermitage in a 
ſolitary Situation, 

_ The Charitable Hermits I found 
there, receiv'd me as well as poſli- 
bly they could. I had never betore 


| been on Horſeback ;I was tyr'd,and- 


in neceſlity to repoſe my elf, I de-. 


- , mandeda. place proper for it,, and. 


the moſt ancient of the Hermits car- 
ried. me into a neat. Cell, where'I 


ſlept for ſome time. When the In-. 
quietudes that employ:d my mind. 


had-waken'd me, I rejoyn'd the, 


Hermits who had provided a little - —_ 
. repalt of Hearbs.andFrujts, andthe 


neatnels 


| 
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neatneſs of it ſupply'd the abund- 
| ance. *Twasin the beginning of 
| Summer ; if I had had the leaſt incli-, - 
| nation to have pagd my life in a De- 
| fart, freefrom the Noiſe and Com- 
| merce of the World, I ſhould have 
| thought this ſolitude very delight- 
ful ; but 1 was not in a condition to 
hearken-peaceably to the ſinging of 
the Birds, and the eccho's of the ad- 
Zacent places, or yet to contemplate 
the Beauty of the Rocks. Cares 
; of another nature had : ſufficiently 

filld [my breaſt. The Hermit that: 
undertook to entertain me, had ſoon 
perceiv*d-I had great Chagrins; he 
took the opportunity to ſay what he 


thought proper to Adminiſter Con-» . :: 


ſolation to me. I obſerv'd more un»: 
derſtanding and. politeneſs in his 
diſcourſe than the Hermits com- 
monly have ; but that which ſur- 
pris'd me meſt was,that after he had 
 attentively look't upon me, he told 
*7mel wore a Habit that did not . be- 

| long 
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 longto my Sex ; I might have 
thought rhat he hadidiſcover'd it by 
my "Face and Shape ; but continu- 
ing to look upon me, he added,thar 
Love had been the occaſion of all the 
misfortunes of my life ; I gave 
him the minute of: my Birth ac- 
cording to his command ,' and 
he rold me a great many things 
in 'general that he advisd me 
toendeavour to eſcape. Although 
e to meafter the moſt ſerious 
manner, I made it a ſabje& of 
Laughter, -not being able to ima- 
gine that being born a minute foo- 
ger or” later would make me er 


| ther happy, or: miſerable , never- 


'thelefs he rold me much of the 
rime'to come, and his PrediQtions 
were: not falfe, After this I was 
thinking to leave the Hermit, and 
ask& him to what place it was beſt 
for me to retire, to have - inteHM» 
gence of my. Afﬀairs, when my 
Chamber-maid who felt a ſleep 


upon. 
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upon the Ground, was ſtung by a 
Scorpion' : This accident oblig'd 
me to pals two days in the Deſert, 
during which time this Hermit had 
ſo much confaderation for me as to 
tell me the ſtory ofhis life, and made 
himſelf appear a Man of Quality, 
His Lite was compos'd ofa number 


| of ſtrange accidents ; but I-have 10 


much to tell you rhat concerns 'me 
that I ſhall only ſpeak of the Her- 


Sad. + | 
. In ae, my. dear Child,faid he,you 
ſee nn unhappy man who gave him- 


ſelf entirety over to the World, and 
that when he remembers it, has 'a 
true ſorrow, for the wandrings were 
occaſion'd by thoſe dangerous Max- 
ims.. : The knowledge I have of the 
diſgraces accompany thoſe who are 
not diſguſted with it, makes me 
have a great: Compaſſion for you, 
and inſpizes me with a deſign to 
ſerve you. Þ have a Woman my 

Friend 


mit in matters neceſſary to my rec 
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| Friend:two- Leagues from hence, 
at whoſe: Houſe you may paſs your 
time with more Convenience, and 
Decency than in this retirement. 


"Tis there that I would adviſe 


you to attend the News of what 
you deſire to be informed in, and 
I in the mean time will go ſpend 
ſome few days at Avignon ; I 
will. learn what is become of 
Spichetti , and will eſtabliſh a 


Commerce with a Friend of his, . | 


who is mine alſo, that I may know 
what ſteps he follows.”''I muſt tel] 
you likewiſe- that: the place'I ad- 
viſe you to make your-SanAuary, 


ts not leſs agreeable than this, and 


that it is famous in above one 
particular. The Name of it ought 
not. to be unknown” to you ; *tis 
 Faneluſe which was formerly the 
abode of the famous Petrargque, 
of the Charming Laxra.- You 


will -ſee that marvellous Spring,.. 


which has been : the occaſjon- of - 


ſo-. 


(39) 


ſo many fine Verſes ; but if theſe 
Objeats give you ſo much concern 


| as to recall into your memory 


_ >. - 


the Amours of the Poet and his 
Miſtreſs, thoſe very ſame Objects, 
whereof nothing remains but ſad 
foot-ſteps , = confuſion, may 
let you know that every thing 1n 
the World is periſhable. I defir'd 
the Hermit to tell me the ſtory of 


| Petrarque's Amours, and when 


*>15 but a quarter of a League from 


T had heard it Thad then a greater 
deſire to ſeethe place of his abode. 
We parted ; I took a Letterhe gave 
mefor his Friend, and Petrargue's 
Poems in Tralian, and gave him 
in. .athouſand thanks rhe acknow- 
ledgment I had . of his goodneſs. 
He: very much advisd Bernard 
not to abandon me, and ſhew'd! 
him.the way we were to take 
to Yaucluſe. 

In the Evening} we arriv'd at 
Madam de Maſelons, whoſe houſe 


tne 


| (90) 
the Fountain. - This Lady though 
advanc'd in Years, had yet- a 


good Meen, and ſome remains of 


Beauty that ſhew'd what an a- 
greeable Perſon fhe had been ; 
She was decent without magnifi- 


cence, .and' had a great deal of 


politneſs without any affe@tati- 
on. | 


I had ſent Bernard to deliver 


.her the Letter from her Friend, 
-and ſhe had receiv'd it with great 


Jjoy- I had the good fortune not 
to diſpleaſe her, and ſhe ſhew'd 
me--a thouſand ſigns of reſpect. 
The good Hermite , -who had 


» toldher by the Letter what TI had' 


confided to-him about Qua- 


$4  lity, diſcover'd alſo my diſpuie, 
| and ingag'd her to keep beth with 

F Afſecrefie. She promis'd - it-- me; 
and I have not had reafon'to eom-- 


plain of her want - of 4difcteti- 
on. f .% We. 


When I arriv'd/ at ther houſe, 
ſhe 
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ſhe preſeated her Daughter to-me, 
whom I ſaluted e» Cavalier, with 
the Embertaſs, you may , unagine 
a Compliment gave me I had not 
been accuſtom'd -to. She was, of 
2 furprifing Beauty, and I after- 
wards knew that there was not 
fewer Charms in her Wit than 
| Face ; yet the fiſt Civilities be. 
| ing agreeably paſs'd on all ſides, 
{ I remarqu'd a profound melan. 
| choly both. in the Mother and 


Adios © 


F 
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Daughter, that extreamly ſurpris'd 

' me; I was not long 1gnagant of 

' the reaſon, for the Daughter 'was 

j in, mourning, and the Mother 

| | could not think of her difquiet 

without ſhedding Tears at every 

| Moment. *Twas for the death of 

| aSonthat was killd at Candia; 

; they both ſpoke of him as a 

| Man of ag extraordinary | Me» 
rit, 

4 The Habitude I had contracted 

" ]**together by melancholy having 

| KL: given 


"(9) 


given a little moderation to m 


natural Gaiety,”T had alittle con- | 
formity- to the condition Madam # 


de Mezelox and her amiable Daugh. 
ter were in. 'Twas this that made 
a ſtri& Friendſhip amongſt us, but 
truely out of difterent Motives, for 
the Mother knew who I was ; but 
the Daughter was ignorant of it, 
and ſuffer'd her ſelf to be furpris'd 
- with a violent inclination for me, 
which ſhe ſtrove againſt with all 
the reaſons that might repulſe it ; 
was r#her with my Stars than my 
merit thatmade me meet with Love 
in any ſhape that I took, When we 


had paſs'd a few days at MadamMe- 


2elon's,[ ſent Bernard toTurin,to hear 
ſome news of the Marqueſs deSt.— 
and to ſee if there was any appear- 
ance of the paſſing my time agreea- 
bly during my Exile. T writalſo to 
Paris, and Madam de Mezelon gave 
me an Addreſs to Sorgues to receive 
theanſwers of my Letters, 
| Poor 
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Poor Bernard could not leave 
me without ſhewing a ſenſible re- 
gretat it ; he came back Twenty 
times from my Anti-Chamber to 
take his leave, and Ten times from 
places more diſtant, his affetion 
always furniſhing him with new 
Counſels either about my health, 
ſafety, or conduct. 

I went to ſee Yaucluſe ; and his 
lovely Seat made me have great re- 
fletions upon all the places, Pe- 
trarque and Laura had made choice 
ofto paſs in a happy Retirement 
the feetcfl moments of their 
Loves and Life. I was faying to 
my felfI never injoy'd any true 
happineſs; that theonly deſire of 
pleaſing had always buried me, 
and I never knew the delightful 
Charms were cauſed by the Union 
oftwo hearts, fincerely concern'd 
for each other. 


The lovely Feliza (for ſo Madam 


*de Mezelows Daughter was calld) 


E Was - 


(94) 


was ſery*dby a Gentlewoman of wit 


enough, and whoſe Name was 7he- 
rea, theſe young Women took all 
the care imaginable that I ſhould 
- not betired in their Company, and 
we went every day to. Vaucluſe, 
becauſe-this place inſpir'd us with 
very agreeable Converſation upon 
what had formerly paſs'd here as 
was reported. I underſtood 7ralian, 
which Feliza and Thereha did not 
well enough, for Petrarques Poems. 
Fexploin's to *em, with no little 
pleaſure, what he had writ with 
the-greareſt tenderneſs. Fe/iza who 
_ diſcover'dnot leſs in . hearkning to 


me; often caſt ſach languiſhing | 


looks at me, thatT was learned e- 
aough 1n that dumb language, ta 
comprehend without any other ex- 
lieation the meaning of her Eyes ; 
t F counterfitted not to: under- 
ſtand *em, and a thouſand times I 
will'd, ſhe might never have a de- 


- of her Sentiments, All 


Þ A 


ſire to make more open diſcovery-” | 
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All my wiſhes were to no pur- 
poſe, and the too kind Feliza could 
{ not hinder her felf from declaring 
| the lov'd me. Treceiv'd it with as 
much confufton as ſhe had to tell it 
me ; andas Lovers are very inge- 
| ntous towards their own torment, 
| ſhe perſwaded her felf my heart was 
| prevented by another Objett, ſo 
that adding Jealoufic to Love, ſhe 
\ contraſted a Chagrin, that dimi- 
niſh't a little of her Beauty, and 
made me ſenfible'of a true Com- 
paſſion. 2 
Madam deMezelon perceiv'd as well 
asI the reaſon of her melancholy, 
for that Lady was not ignorant in 
the Myſteries of Love ; but ſeein 
nothing redoubtable in that her 
Daughter had for me,was unwilling 
to deceive her at the coſt of my Se- 


 cret, could not for my part reſolve 

| to abuſe her any lonpger,l went one 
- f-.fay into her Chamber, after I had 
' defir'd Madam 


Mezelon to emplo 
E 2 Ti 16-4h1 


WS. C02 
Thereha during my diſcourſe with 
Feliza. T found her alone, her head 
leaning on her leftArm,and her Eyes 
_ fixed upon the ground, and in a po- 
ſture infine altogether fit for the De- 
ſcription of a very melancholy Crea- 
ture'The habit that covered mySex, 
cauſing her to be a little ſcrupulous 
of remaining alone with me as I 
deiu'd, ſhe rofe to call Thereſa ;; 
but I ſtopt her by her Gowe. I 
conjure you, my dear Feliza, faid 
I, by all the marks of Friendſhip 
you have hitherto ſhew*d me, to 
grant me one audience that none 
may be a witneſs to. Alafs ! 


- anſwer'd Feliza, what can you tell 
me that my misfortune has not al- -- 


ready foreſeen 2 I will, reply'd I, 
alter the opinion you have that I 
am not ſenſible enough of the kind- 
neſs you have made appear to,-me, 
and give you the greateſt confirma- 


tion of mine that you can ever te- 


celve, 
At 


— 


þ 


| 
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At theſe words ſhe look't upon 
me to ſee if ſhe could diſcover by 
; { my Eyes what I had t6 ſay, and 
- I” by the languiſhing of hers, *rwas 
1 eaſfiefor me to know, that her 
heart was truiy concern'd : At 
laſt I confeſt to her I could anſwer 

her love only with Friendſhip, and 
diſcover'd that F was a woman; 

bur, Madam, this ſecret was fo far 
from reeſtabliſhing a Calm in her 

| breaſt, that at this Moment it rais'd 

a greater trouble ;the confuſion ſhe 

had for diſcovering me her Sentt- 
ments, made her bluſh ; "and by a 
particular Novelty, ſhe ſhew'd a 
regret for a paſſion. ſhe found it 
impoſſible to- get rid off, though -* 

ſhe had taſted nothing but the -ri- 
gours of-it, and which -ſhe knew 
very well I was incapable to - a> 
fwer. I did- my utmoſt tocon- 

/ vinceher, that a reciprocal Friend» 
ſhip was the greateſt and moſt folid 
pleaſure, She couid ſcarcely be 
E 3 lieve 
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heve me .; neverthele(s her reaſon | 
in a few days brought that to . paſs * 
my advicecould not obtain 4n this 
Converſation. She overcame the 
force of her inclination, but I knew 
when TI ſaw her next, it had coſt her 
ſome Tears, 

Since this time ſhe accuſtom'd 
her ſelf to my Sex, we paſt more 
than a Fortnight in Tranquility 
and Pleaſure, One Evening as we 
were atthe Fountain of Yauclyſe, 
after we had entertain'd our ſelves 

 ypon different Subjeds, I fell.a 
Neep, my head upon Feliza's knees, | 
when two Cavaliers were paſſin 
by: ; Felizaknew *?em not becau 
their heads were a little turn'd 
from us, and they were not quite 
ſo nearas we might diſcern their 
Features; one of 'em nevertheleſs 
xecalld in her the Idea ſhe had 
'of her dear Brother, whom ſhe 
lov'd with ſuch tenderneſs. ' She 
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wakened me to-ſce him, and tho* 


he 


| 
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he was at a diſtance, he ſeem'd to 
mevery handſome. 

When we came back to. our Ap- 
rtment, we went into Madam 
de Mezelons Chamber, and found - 
her Joaded with grief. Ah Knight, 
faid ſhe ( for ſoI made my felt be 


| call'd) am not I very unhappy - 


my affliction began to yield to the 
power of time, and I was making 
a reaſon of neceſſity to ſuffer paty- - 
ently the loſs -of my Son, when 
it was renew'd by telling 
was ſcen to paſs by nota hundred pa» 
ces from my Houle. 
deſcrib'd to me in the ſame guarb 
he had when he left me ; this ten- 
der Mother could not reſtrain her 
tears from fo fad and dear are- 
membrance. We acquainted her 
with what we ſaw, and that quite 
diſconſolated her; Ihad much a- 
doe to appeaſe her trouble when 1 


gold her- there were many People 


ſolike, that every day ſome body 
| E 4. _- 
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or other was deceiv'd. - I had. en- 
tertain'd. her till Midnight, when 
F' FTetiring to my Chamber, the Por- 
1 ter brought me this Note that was 
put into his hands to deliver to me. 
This was the Contents, 


Will not enter into a Houſe that 
| you have diſhonoar'd, before [ 
have taken away your life to puniſh 
you for your Ingratitude, My Eyes 
have convincd me of the ſhame 
which honour obliges me to waſh out 
-with your Blood, and I have from 
other hands too certain teftimonys of 

. your looſe Conduit to be deceiv'd, [7 
will expett you to morrow at Sun riſe 
at the place where you was yeſter- 
day with my unworthy Siſter, Do 
mot fail to be there, and give me 

_ an opportunity for my juſt Revenge ; 

if you would not have me take a more 
wiolent reſalution. 


Judge 


KS. .v<& 
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Judge, Madam, with what fur- 
rize | found I had an Aﬀair upon 


| my _ hands. - I eaſily apprehended 


what had drawn it upon me; 1 
went immediately to ſhew the Pa- 
per to Madam de Mezelon, who 
receiv'd all joy imaginable by it'; 
the expeted day-light with great 


impatience that ſhe might go to» - 


the place of Combat. She went 
thither alone; for all ſhe was his 
Mother, She was fond to ſuffer the 
reproaches of her Son, for - it was 
he-himſelf ; ſhe ſmilingly hearken+ 
ed to'em, and you may believe the 
was not angry to find her. Son fo 
ſenſible of Honour. After ſhe had. 
ſuftker'd him -to continue ſome time-: 
in his error, ſhe clear'd it by- teÞ- 
ling him ſome part of my Adverts 
tures, and © made him a Confident- 
in the Secret of my Sex; known: 


+ now tothe Mother, tne-Daughter, . » 
* *and the Son. He -inereaſt very- _ 
much the- anger he had conceiv'd: 


E' 5, tQz 


| | (10z J ; 
to ſee his Siſter ſuffer- a Man to- 
fleep upon her | knees ; and added 


-. that he was coming to kill us both, 


but thinking that his Siſter might 
be marryed in his abſence, he de- 


WM - termin'd to inform himſelf before 


he ſhould commit an action of 
- Juch conſequence, and that for that 
' purpole he had addreſt himſelf to 
one who had formerly been a Ser- 
vant inthe Houſe, and- that this 
ManHhad told him that I was ſeen 
every day with Feliza about Yau- 
cluſe, and every body began to raiſe 
{candals.upon it. 

Madam de Mzzelon told her Son a 
thouſand things to my advantage, 
and ſhe preſented him to: me when, 
ſhe had brought him home. The 


W 8 pleaſanteſt thing that happen'd in- 


all this was, that - there was a re 
port among the Servants. that Me- 

zelon had ſent mea Challens ez. fo: 
" that when, he came to embrace: 
me, the ſame People that thought 
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( we were- Enemies, fancy'd I was 
| marry'd to hs Siſter, and that 
| the thing was to be kept ſe- 
| cret. 
| After this firſt interview, Me-- 
| 2e/on took ſome minutes 10 refreſh 
| himſelf, and to put himſelf into 
#2 condition to appear before me;. 
| HTn fine, Madam, what {ſhall I fay 
to you: ? The Brother was pro» 
' vided with the ſame ſentiments the 
| Siſter had for mew hen I firſt ſoughe 
a retirement. 
| I was in Feliza's Chamber when 
he came in, and this . charming 
Creature either by fore-knowledge 
or out of rallery, told. me ſhe was -. 
very ſure her Brother would not - 
fee me long, without - rendring. 
Homage to my charms. As foon - 
| ashe was fate down, well Bro-- >: 
[| ther ſaid ſhe, would not you think + 
me to day as culpable as yeſter-- 
[> «day, were you not inform'd of: 
the truth of it ? remember, Siſter, . 
E- 6 anſwer'd = * 


| (102 J 
to ſee his Siſter ſuffer a Man to: 
fleep upon her | knees ; and added 


- . that he was coming to kill us both, 


but thinking that his Siſter mighr 
be marryed in his abſence, he de- 
- termin'd to inform himſelt before 
he ſhould commit an action of 


M - ſuch conſequence, and that for that 


purpole he had addreſt himſelf to: 
one who had formerly been a Ser- 
vant in the Houle, and- that this 
ManHhad told him that I was ſeen 
every day with Feliza about Yau- 


cluſe, and every body began. to raiſe 
{candals-upon it. 


Madam de Mezzelon told her Son a- 


thouſand things to my advantage, 


and ſhe preſented him to me when 


ſhe had brought him home. The 


d_ pleaſanteſt thing itat happen'd in- 


all this was, tliat - there was a. re- 
port among the Servants that Me- 
zelon had ſent mea Challenses fo 


" that when che came to embrace« 


1 me, the lame People that thought 
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| we were- Enemies, fancy'd I was 
marry'd to his Siſter, ' and that 
the thing was to be kept fſe- 
| -cret. | 
| After this firſt interview, Me-- 
1 rzelon took ſome minutes to refreſh 
himſelf, and to put himfelf into 
a condition to appear before me:. 
fa fine, Madam, what ſhall I fay 
toyou-? The Brother was pro» 
| vided with the ſame ſentiments the 
| Siſter had for mewhen I firſt ſoughe 
a retirement. | 
I was in Fel/iza's Chamber whea : 
he came in, and this . charming. 
Creature either by fore-knowledge 
'| or out of rallery, told me ſhe was - 
very ſure her Brother would not - 
ſee me long, without - rendring 
Homage to my charms. As foon - 
ashe was fate down, well Bra-- - 
| ther ſaid ſhe, would not youthiak+ - 
me to day as culpable as yeſter- 
fe »day, were you not. inform'd of : 
the. truth of it ? remember, Siſter, 
E- 6 anſwer'd..- 
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anſwer'd Mezelon, my anger did 
not fall upon you, and I believe I 
mawardly excus'd you. But I know 
notif I havenot yet more reaſon 


to complain of that handſome Ca- | 


valier then | had,and whether I ſhall 
not drive my reſentment ſo far as 
to give him a_ ſecond aſlignation 
at Petrarque's Fountain, As my 


Courage is not return'd ſtace the 


haſt night, ſaid I, you may come 
back afid notfind: me there as you 
did this Morning. ' Seriouſly, Ma- 
dam, reply'd Mezelon I believe you 
would have done as much- had you 
been in my place; I ſaw a hands 


+ ſome Cavaher. with my Siſter 


and in- # very familiar poſture. 
F enquir'd it they 


and am told not. Afﬀteer this me» 


thinks —— I do not blame your 
proceeding, ſaid I, interrupting him, 
'Þonly defireit may ferve to let you 
. :know,thatyou muſt never make any 
- Judgment from appearances, let 'em 
be never ſo great, This, 


are Marry'd, 


waz c. 
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This converſation which laſted 
long, made me know that Mezelon 
had an infinite deal of Wit, and 
| thoſe I have had ſince did not per- 
{ Mit me to doubt that he had a true 
| Paſſion for me. How was it poſ- 
fible, Madam, to breath the Air of 
| Maucluſe tor Five or Six Months 
and not be touch'd with Love?- 
| What then pasd in my Breaſt, 
| made meagree, that had never yet 
| Lov'd-any thing, and ſuffer'd only 
| people to admire 'me. I had not 
| hitherto been fenſible of the agree« 
able inquietudes the Heart polleſles, 
when 'tis not yet fully determin'd 
| *o- abandon ut felt ro: Love, EF 
had been ignorant of thoſe ſenſi 
ble pleaſures tt is penetrated-with at 
| the beginning of an Amour: thoſe 
; MAothings that cauſe ſuch great ef 
fects , and- all thoſe things, in fine 
| hat the indiflerent call follies, and 
»'» othe Lovers eſteem their moſt a- 
greeable-entertainment. I-had for- 


| 
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pot all my misfortunes, and the 
only one I lear'd, was to be ob- 
lig'd to part from Mezelon, I 


would not ſo much as think that: 


Bernards return might engage me to 
make a journey ; and1 accomodat- 


ed my Morality to my Love, And: 


{aid otten to my ſelf, that the hatred 
my Husband had ſhew'd me,rendred 
the conjugal Vow a diſpenſable ob- 


ligation. In a word, Madam. I only 


forbid what concern'd mine own 


Honour as well as his, and thereſt I 


clteem'd as nothing. 


Moſt of the Women of the World-.- 
if they were ſinceer would confeſs 
mr ingeniouſly as I do, for I do not: 
Wl  belicve I am the firſt of this kind. 


Mezelon's return drew a great 


*amany conſiderable Perſons to their- 
Houle. . He+ was Extreamly be-- 
lev'd, andevery one who ſaw.him, 
rook pleaſure to make him tell the. 


Story of- his falſe Death and Re+ 


farrecion, but. we had not yet de-. 
- fir d him. 


One 


( 107) $ 


One Evening when T was with: 


- | his Mother, his Siſter and another 


Relation, he was engag'd to make 
a recital of what happen'd to him 
in-his Journey to Candia.; he did it 
after this faſhion; 


MEZELON's 
- Relation: 


* Embarqu'd in the Duke of Beau- 
fort's Veſſel, and I cannor. 


. tell your Ladies if the Sea was 


calm- or agitated; I. know only F 
was Sick as long as- I. was: upon 
the Sea, that 7 never appear'd up- 
on the Deck. before I arriv'd at 


- Candin, and in the. interval, what 


I 


(T0$) 

T endur'd employ'd me fo, much 
that it did nor permit me to learn 
one ſingle Sea tearm: When 7 
EFinded my health was perfectly 
eltabliſh't, and 7 appli'd my ſelf 
much to the Perſon of the Ge- 
neral, whoſe exainple gave ſut- 
ficient emulation- tro thoſe who 
- would profit by ir; 

The Common reports have -ta- 
ken. care to inform you of all 
that pas'd during. that: Siege ,, ſo 
that 7 ſhall not enter into a de- 
ſcription of things that muſt of ne- 
cellity be tireſome when they are 


already known ; and am perſwad- 


ed *ris neither the Hiſtory of the 
Turks, nor Yenetians , but+-mine 
you deſire to-knaw, Learn then, 


F was dangerouſly Wounded the 


laſt Day. I was near, as I'faid, to 
the Duke of Beaufort, who had 
feat his adjutants to carry Orders 
in ſeveral places ; he-Commanded 


me alſo to go- Qrder ſome .Troops.. 
| to : 


I. RE ne 
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to advance, for the relief of a Bat- 
talion that began to yigld to the 
Enemy. T1did not find him at my 
return, and at the ſame time a 
report of his being kil'd was ſpread 
abroad amongſt us. I threw my 
ſelf into the crowd to ſatisfie me z 
but I got only by it a blow on 
the Head with a Scymiter , and 
another on my Shoulders, which 
hinder'd me not nevertheleſs from 
ſtaying with-thoſe that enter'd laſt 


into the place. 
os 


The ill fortune of this day was 
the reaſon they would not receive 
me at my lodging, There was | 
no choice to make, I found my 
ſelf ingreat pain; my Wounds had 
not been dreſt, and I hegan to 
grow very weak. The Patriarch 
of Candia, and his Eldeſt Daugh- 
ter meeting me in this condition, 


_charitably carry'd me to their 


Houſe, the ſuccour they gave me 
de- 


( 100 ) 
deliver'd me from a great 'embar- 
raſment ; but that which was 
lucky to me at that moment, 
became afterwards my greateſt 
misfortune. 


The Patriarch's Daughter, whoſe 
Name was Euſtochia, dreſt my 
Wounds, and gave me occaſion 


to Commend her cares; but I at a 


ways held it fora Maxim, that 
the good turns which are receiv'd 
from a fair hand, oblige much 
more than thoſe whith come from 
a geform'd Objet. Euftochia was 


'of the 'number of the latter , T 


never ſaw fo frightful a Face; 
ſhe kept me as ſecret as was pol- 
ſible, and the French were oft 


Board-when ſhe had told me no» - 


thing of it. 


I was reported dead, becauſe 1 
had not appear'd in the Town fince 
the Day of the Battle, 'and my 


Land». 


[ 


i148 
Landlord durſt not ſay he- had 
refus'd me. Our Troops 4n fine 
were March'd away, and I ſtay'd 
behind. ; | 


When I was curd, Euſtochia 
pretended I ſhould pay with my 
Heart , the good Offices ſhe had 
render'd me ; but the bounds of 
my acknowledgments were not 1a , 
her opinion ſo tar extended. 


Euſtochia had a Sifter to whom 
I ſhould have been very glad to 
have ow'd my Life; and without 
this obligation I would have wil- 
lingly pay'd her, what was due 
to her Siſter, I okt upon her 


with pleaſure ; Exftochia perceiv'd © 


it, and judging of the Sentimeants 
her Siſter my inſpir'd me with, 
ſhe fell immediately from Love 
to Hatred, and to a deſire of ru- 
ining me. As there are.no Hearts 
more capable of Love than the 
Greeks, 
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Greeks, ſo there is nothing more 
Violent than their Hatred. The 
Town was ſurrended you know, 


and - the Zaurks enter'd it victort- 


ouſly. Euftochia made an acquain- 
tance with a Fanizary , who 
regretted extreamly a Brother 
he had loſt in the laſt Battle. 
She inform'd her ſelf: how he was 
made, what Command he had in 
the Army, and told him ſome 


| few Days after, ſhe believ'd it was 


E who had kid him. 


The Fanizary without making 
refletion that there was no like- 
lyhood ſhe could know what ſhe 
told him, thovght of nothing but 
revenging his Brothers death, and 
ſhew'd her the deſire he had to 
have. me in his Power; ſhe en- 

ag'd to: deliver me, but her cha- 
ritable Siſter having diſcover'd it, 
could. not conſent to ſee me pe- 
riſh ſo- unjuſtly ; and as there was 
n3 


(un) 


no time to be omitted for my ſale 


| ty,ſhetook a reſolution equally Beld : 


and Generous. She knew that 


' her Father had not Force enough 


to reſiſt Faſtochia's pleaſure, and 
that the meaſure ſhe ſhall take on 
that ſide would be to no purpole z 
ſhe was not ignorant alſo that 
the Grand-Yizier would not ſut- 
fer any Violence to be commitr- 
ted againſt the treaty of Capitu» 
lation, particularly upon the Per- 
ſon of a French-man. Theſe rea- 
ſons oblig'd her to cauſe her ſelf to be 
carry'd before the Y7zzer, and in 
Gree# which he underſtood as well 
as the fair one perfe&ly ſpoke , 
ſaid to him to this purpoſe. 


I come, Great Lord, to demand 
Juſtice of you, not againſt the 
Souldiers or Officers of your Ar- 
my, but againit my own S.ſter, 
who by a. baſe Sentiment has 
been ſeduc'd to commit ſo. black 
| an 
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an ation that TI cannot think of 
it * without horror. A young 
French-man remain'd in my Fa- 
thers Houſe; it is true that my 
Siſter ſeeing him in danger took 
a great deal of care of him, and 
has cur'd him of Two dangerous 
Wounds, but would now make 
the Life ſhe has preferv'd be ta- 
ken from him, by a return as 
ſhameful as dangerous to the 
French-man ; and joyning Impo- 
ſture to Reſentment, ſhe has made 
the Janizary Achidec believe that 
the unhappy French-man had kid 
his Brother in the laſt Battle, and 


has promis'd to deliver hinr the 


innocent Yiftim, which ſhe Sacri- 


fices rather to her own revenge 


than the grief of Achidec. Be- 
gin to eftabliſh here, Great Lord, 
Laws of equity, and let my Sifter 
receive your - Orders from. you, 
before ſhe has leifure to. 'executs 
her cruel reſolutions. & > 
Auguſta 


j 
|; 
| 


, 


f 
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Auguſta (which was the Name 
| of my deliverer\ ſpoke theſe-words 
| with ſo much Zeal and Grace, that 
| the Grand-YVizier was perſwaded. 
' He ſent immediately to me an 
Officer with Twenty Souldiers, and 
they arriv'd very luckily for me; 
ſince an hour later the Compaſlion 
of Aguſta had been ta no purpale. 
I appear'd before the Grand-YVizier 
whom I did not: diſpleate. He un- 
| derſtands French well enough but 
does not ſpeak it. AltholI did not 
Sing very well, Euſtochia and Aus 


{ 2»/ta had often found my Voice as 


greeable enough to be fatisfied with 
it,the laſt of theſe knowing thar the 


| Grand-Vizzer lov'd Muſick, made 


him be acquainted that it he would 
make me Sing I was capable to give 


him ſome pleafure; fo aiter he had 


3 ask'd me ſeveral queſtions. about the 
| Perſon and Conqueits of our great 
Maſter , he fell inſenſibly to talk 
about the addreſs of the French, and - 
the 
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the advancement they had made in 
all Arts, and particularly in Poetry 
and Muſick. - From hence he pas'd 
to what concern'd me, and told me 
in an obliging manner,that ſurpris'd 
me; that he knew I cowld Sing, 
and he believ'd I would not refuſe 
him the ſatisfa&tion to hear me; I 
had learnt fome Airs from the fa- 
mous L[ amber, which I Sung him 
the beſt I could. I had: wounded 
without doubr the moſt critical 
Ears ; but the YVizzer was contented, 
He made Achidec be ſent for, and 
Commanded him not to think of 
doing me any miſchiet ; and he gave 
hinelt the touble to tell him, that 
what Eyſtochia had ſaid to him, was 
only to make him aſſiſtant to her 
revenge, and that it was impoſſible 
for her toknow whether I had kil'd 
his Brother. 


After Jt 


| C97) © 
- After this the Grand Viziergave 
me leave to be gone, preſenting 
me with a rich Symeter. You 
know perhaps it was one of the 
Articles of the Capitulation, rbat 
thoſe of Candia, who would not 
remain under "the Government of 


the Zurks, ſhould have a Months 


Liberty to retire where they pleas'd. 
Same went to Sicily, others to 7- 
taly. 1 for my. part refolv'd to 
embark with thoſe who went to 


Sicily, where the Meſſmeſes begart 


to riſe, but when I propos it to 


the lovely Auguſta, her fears and 
ſighs. overcame my reſolutions. I 


conſented not to depart, and I 
affur'd her the ſhould always dif- 
_ as ſhe pleas'd, a life ſhe had 
generouſly preſerv'd; the. furi- * 
ous Euſtochia raisd every day ſome 
new Afﬀair to deſtroy me, and I 


lam going to tell you one that was 
{within a very little of producing 


frer ' the cet ſhe expeted. Youmay 


F well 


AO 


wy {4 1x8. 
well imagine that when I- was | 
once got out *of . the Patriarch's 
Houſe, I came no more -into it. 
Auguſta" deſir'd one: of -her Relati- } 
ons to find me a Houſe, where I 
might ſtay till my departure. 
 Euſtochia had intelligence of tt. 
She. dextrouſly brib'd a Zark for 
my deſtruQion, and told him he | 
was to get acquainted with :me, 
and take me up upon the-account 
of 'Religion : this Turk underſtood 
.Ttalzian, ſhe knew that I ſpoke it, 
and, for that purpoſe had made 
Choice of him; and as it was, an 
aunpardonable Crime for a Chriſtian 
to"talk "Religion to a Turk, ſhe 
thought 'a ſnare was laid for, me, 
that I could not poſlibly eſcape. 
| The. Turk having receiy/d. theſe 
-.;, anſtrutions took his. meaſyres to 
4 Bag acquainted with him.: 
& TOOK every gpportunity: ta ren- 
der me little es, to nuate» 
anto' me, -and oblige me to ſpeakto? 1 
—_——_— . him | 


* —— 
_ _ 


| 
; 
1 


- 


| 
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| him. with mare confidence. At 
lt. after ſeveral. entertainments 
:t. | about indifferent matters, he in- 
ti- |, ſenlibly cngag'd me, to reaſon with 
> I || Jum about.the, My; ſteries: of our 

re. } Faith. I did ; it without. the laſt 
it. | 4nagination- to convince him. of 
for | the truths. I ſhould ſpeak, becauſe 
he | he had always ſeemed to me. very 
ne, Arle. to any, Maxis but.. thoſe 
int | of the 4lcorax., But.yert he fo: well 
od Fnembred what I had bold thim 
it, | concerning. our Rehgion, - that 

br did not 52 a ſingle. Word; oF 
an {| according:to . his; bargain. with the 
ian | Cruel Ex#ochia, he .went to-the 
ſhe | Grand Vizier..and - told. him, that 
me, | 1-would have perſwaded .him- to 
> | turn Chriſtian. -I:thought of no- 
heſe thing kſs than the deſign. was 
s to | form'd. againſt me, .and.I-had juſt | 
<a left the 48 Auguſta, when I was 
ren- | kizd.on ,by twelve Turks, who 
aM vaolently  dragg'd me .into a dark 
to Priſon, in all likelyhood abuſing 
him | F.2z me 


x 
: 
l 
: 


ER 
me all the way, for I did not un- 
derſtand 'their Language ; - but by 
the manner they usd me I could 
have no. better hopes. Auguſta 
having learnt my misfortune, went 
apain to the Grand Vizier, and en- 
deavour'd to make. him know it 
was another effe& of my Siſter's 
Animoſity. She deſcrib'd me ve- 


ry uncapable of the Crime was | 


4mputed to me, and beſeech'd him 
.'to ſuſpend his Judgment, till ſhe 
d found out the means to dif- 


'_ «cover the truth. 


"My Perſon and my Voice were 
"not diſpleaſing to the Grand Vizi- 
er. He happily for me did not for- 
oct it, and-granted Auguſta twelve 

ays for my juſtification : but as 


ſhe doubted her Siſter would make }. 


-ufe of the Patriarch's Authority to 
hinder her from aſſiſting me, ſo 
the retir'd to Relations, for fear 


"the ſhould not have the Liberty to | 


£0 abroad, 
\Some days had paſt without a- 


po MF 


| 


| 


| 
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| ny diſcovery of what might aflilk 


her in that ſhe had undertaken for 
me; and the time the Grand Vi- 
zier had given her being almoſt 
expired, they were wo mar. 
in the Town to ſee me ſufter, when. 
a young Maid a Seryant in the Pa-- 
trarch's Houſe, came to ſee. Au- 


| guſta where ſhe was retird, and 


told her that Euſtochia often dil- 
coursd with the 7aurk, who. had 
ſuffered himſelf to be © brib'd. 
Auguſta engaged this Maid to de-" 
clare before the Grand Vizier what: 
ſhe knew of it, and defird at the 
fame time it would” pleaſe him to 
bring me face to face with my Ac- 


.cuſer. He as ſoon” made me be ſent: 


for out of Prifon before him, an& 


1 Euſtoehia and the Turk being 


brought to hear what they would 
ſay, the he commanded the laſt by 


{ 444, to tell the truth, and for 


what motive he had charg'd me 
with this fault. My Preſence and 
F' the 


+ 
) 


> 
the Oath the Turk was oblig'd to 
eake, ſhook his refolution' ſo much; 
that he confeſs'd” Fuſtorhia had en- 
gag d him to fay what he had ſaid 
againſt me; that truly I had ſpoke 
to him concerning] the Chriſtian 
Religion, but thar he firſt had be- 
gan the diſcourſe, and that far from 


uling any Arguments to perſwade 
him to be of it,. I'was contented to' 
anſwer the queſtions he had deman- 
ded of me: the Gratid Vizier fa- 


tisfy'd. of my Innocency,, con- 
deran'd the Turk to the fame Pu- 
ihment was deſign'd for me; he 


ericully reprimanded Enftochiz, 


prais'd Auzuſta's generoſity; and fet 
me at ſiborty:: and as he knew the 
Patriarch was angry with Augu/ta, 
for retiring from his Houſe, .with- 
out his conſent, he oblig'd the Fa- 
ther to. pardon the generous Maid. 
I deſfir'd ſeveral times favour for 
the Zurk; but what inſtances ſo 
ever I could make on that Subje&t 
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he continually anſwer'd me there: 
was no-pardon- for faults of thar. 


| Rature. 


Since this day, Auguſta: was the 


| firſt who deſird meto leave a place 


where ſoon or late ſome ill acci- 
dent would happen ro me. I par- 
red from her with am extreme-re- 
ogret, to leave her expos'd ro the: 
hatred' of her. Siſter, and I ſhew'd 
her, when I took my leave, all the 
acknowledgments ſhe could expect 
from + heart ſenſibly penetrated: 
by. the obligations ſhe had done 
me. 

F embark'd with. ſome of Canada, 
who made choice of Sc:/y for their 
retreat, and I happily arriv'd there. 
I ſtaid but eight Days, and I took * 
the opportunity to pals into France, 
in a Merchant's Vellel, that had 
brought Silks from Meſſina. You 
may think my Equipage was none 
of rhe moſt Magnificent : the one- 
ly Riches I had was the, Symeter,.. 
| F. 4. __ the 
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the Grand Vizier had given me 
When I was. at 7houlon I onely 
thought how to put my felf into 
a condition to. go to MaxeiHles, 


where I found a Merchant that ac- 


commodated . me with Money , 
Clothes and Horſes for my ſelf and 
my Valet; afterI had madeſome lit- 
tle ftay there, I took my way to- 
wards this place, where, ſince the 


report of my death was ſpread: a= 


broad, I do not doubt but my re- 
rurn has been the occaſion of much 

Mezelonhaving ended his recital, 
ſome tume was paſt in asking him 
2 number of queſtions, to which he 
always anſwer'd with a great deal 
of Wit, and it furniſh'd us with 
Subject for Converſation, for we 
did not ſoon paſs over what con- 
cern'd Auguſta. | 

In fine, Madam, Bernard: came 
back to me, he went ſtrait to 7x 
zix, but not Mecting there _ 
tne 


| 
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the Marqueſs de Saint * *'* he re- 
ſolved to go to Paris, although 
he had no'order for it; but the 
affeftion he. had for me gave him 
ſome Authority, People of his fort 
doe not uſe to- take; he told me 
my Husband was gone from thenee;. 
and no body knew which. way ;. 
he afterwards let me know; that 
the Preſident was- dead, and his. 
Wife retired into a Covent, and: 
that - the Prince lived peaceabl 
with his ;-that the Marqueſs & 
Saint. + f was extremely ſick,and. 
that the Duke appeared: very in-«- 
different in what. he told him con- 
cerning my Adventures. 

I was ſo at leaſt aſmuch as he; 
for every. thing, that Bernard told. 
tne ; they neitherinſtructed me in- 
What was paſled, nor in _what I 
had to doe; but the Arriyal of the 
good ZHermite gave a. little diſtur- 
bance to my pleaſures: he excuſed. 
limfelf that I had not heard. from. 
" "'S lum,, 
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C 126 ) 
him, by reaſon of a Journey he 
was obliged to make to the Char- 
treuſes ar Grenoble, and- 'told;; me 
that at his return, he had heard 
that Spichetti was ready to dye 


_ with grief when he knew I was 
eſcaped ; that after his recovery 


from his feaver, he had writ.to my 
Husband that he would deliver me 
into his Hands, if he would come 
to Avignon; that my Husband was 
arrived with all diligence, and that 


- both took what care they could to 
diſcover where I was ; that the 


Gardiner being ſuſpefted to cont 
tribute fo my flight, had been ve- 
ry 1ll uſed, and confefled what he 
knew; and I believe, added the 
FTermite, that by carefull ſearch, 


it is not impoſſible but you may be - 
\ here diſcovered. £ 


I was willing he ſhould. ſpeak 
before Madam de Mezelon an vt 
Chifdren, who told me inthe b 
manner of the Worfd, that T otight 
not 
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not to apprehend they would ſuf”” 
fer any. Viokence to be- ſhewn to- 
me. 

Mernard-could not approve the 
informing ſo many of my affairs, 
and the chagrin he had at it, made 
me endure more than one: ridicu- 
lous reaſoning. with him; he per- 
ceived alſo, there was a great in- 
wm yen between Mezelon-and me, 
therefore ſaw. nothing could 
bring a remedy to it but diſtance:. 
'twas for this reaſon he adviſed me 
to goe from Mezelon, but it-muſt 
be an Argument ſtronger than his. 
advice to. drag me from-him; not - 
but that I knew, if my Husband:. 
ſhould diſcover me-there, it might 
occaſion great 'Misfortunes, . but I 
could not reſolve to leave a place 
where I loved and knew I was be-- 
loved, the Zermite entertained me, 
and we were reaſoning '\one day a-- 
bout what he.thought fit for me 
to doe, when Madam. de —_ 
and: 


* \magine, Madam ,my concerns were- 
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2nd her Son were advertized, that 
fome unknown. Cavaleers deſired 
to ſpeak with 'em. Peliza's Cham- 
ber lookt ypon the Draw-bridge, 
and from thence I ſaw 'twas my 
Husband at the gate, conducted 
thither by the 7talzan; 

Tſhall not tell you, Madam, what: 
words he made ule of to perſwade 
Madam de Mezelon, ſhe ought to. 
deliver me into his Power, or what 
menaces he employed to frighten. 
her, and oblige her to.-doe what he 
deſired; this Lady ſuſtainedall with. 
an equal firmneſs, and neither ſuf-. 


 fering her ſelf to be overcome, nor 


frightened by what ſhe ſaid, ſhe- 


_ remained, reſolved to- guard me, 


til] the anger he:diſcovered._ at. me, 
Had giv'n place to reaſon. My Hufſ-. 
band having no occaſion to com-:. 
plain-at theſe proceedings, would: 
make her a Mediatrix in- our diffe- 
rences, and ſubmit 'em to her Judg-. 
ment,w.ch ſhe would not accept till T 
had given my conſent. You may 


into; 
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into good Hands to refuſe the con- 
fiding of 'em: to-her ;, 'twas agreed 
at. this. interview, my Husband 
ſhould. retire, that. it. might appear 
this. was. a Voluntary Accommos- 
dation; that he ſhould return'a 
few days after, and have a confe- 
rence with me, at which Madam 
de Mezelon was to be preſent. That 
in the mean time Monfieur de Me- 
zelon. ſhould' promiſe my Husband, 
that I ſhould not leave his Houſe, 
till the concluſion or, rupture of 
this Accommodation: The good' 


Hermite: who was. yet here; would: 
not depart- before he knew. how 
this affair would end; He was nor 
2 little neceſſary in- winning and 
diſpoſing my Husband' to peace ;, 
but whether out of inſtin. or par- 
ticular knowledge, he defired him 
when he took: his leave to manage 
better his confidence of People, and: 
that it was not to be-impos'd onall. 

The 7talian: had an-inconceivas 
ble vexation: at the diſpoſition he: 


ſaw. to,our reunion, and. to.-hinder- 


my: 
x 
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my Husband from having greater; 


he would have obliged him not to 


- return to Mezelon's, but whatever 


he could fay or whatſoever reafons 
he employ'd, my Husband came 
the day that was aſhgn'd. 

I aſſure you, Madam, what con- 
cern ſoever I had for Mezelon, I 
was nevertheleſs very ſenſible of 
the abatement I obſery'd in my 
Husband. He found me in a Fes, 
male habit, and I was ſo: modeſtly: 


adjuſted, that he had reaſon to be - 


plead at it. The Teſtimony 
Madam de Mezelon Fave of my 
good Conduct, appeas' 

extreamly, and Thad more reaſon 
to pity than fear his Reſentment: 
I therefore began to juſtifie my ſelf 
upon all thar had been told him 
concerning me. I gently follow- 
ed the things I had been accus'd of: 
but that which ſurpriz'd him moſt 
was When I dermanded Juſtice for 
his counterfeited, Aſſaſſination. 1 
| conteſt 


his mind” 
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confeſt to him-ingenioully, that 1 
had heard with too much eafineſs 
the. Gallantry of the Prince, the - 
Prefident, and the Duke ; but when 
I had told .him after what manner 
the Preſident's Lady had engag'd 
me in this commerce, and every 
thing as it really was, he repented: 
to have left meto the mercy ofthe 
falſe vertue of a Woman, and ex- 
pos'd me to the love of the Husband. 
He aſcribed all- the faults of my 
Youth to the over ſevere regulation 
he -had preſcribed me, and uport 
the obſtinacy he had to make me 
viſit continually the Preſident's 
Lady. 

I. forgot to tell you, Madam, 
that Sprchetti could not ſuffer the 


' Eclairciſment he well forefaw I 


ſhould give my Husband about his - 
perſecutions, And the perfidious 
had yet ſtronger reaſons to. oblige 
him not to Accompany him to Me-.* 
z2elo5.: But When to 'end my jJuſ- 

"FSR tification, 
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tification, I diſcoverd. to- him the 
roceedings of the talianand made 

is impudence- tome, he atteſted, 
both: by the Hermite, who had 
heard of his importments, and. by 
my Servants,, who had been-Wit- 
neſſes of his Violence, he appear'd 
extreamly troubled, and:I had but 


little to ſay to POTTY ſhould 
o 


forget my faul 


This corn which-was. 


onely deſigned. the prelude-to-. our 

Reconcilement, had almoſt entire-- 
ly effected it. d I repented me- 
in earneſt of all my. imprudencies, 
and was .difpoſing my- ſelf to-paſs. 
my days with my- Husband' after. 
ſuch a. manner as ſhould blot.-out- 
the ill-impreſſion was: received of 
me, when. he fell into a. weakneſs. 
was. attributed to. his ſenſibleneſs. 
of our interyiew. . The ſentiments 

of it. was changed” when after he: 


-wes 2 little recovered; he fellinto, 
utconceiyable.. torment... There: 


* Accidents. 
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Accidents returned ſo often that at 
laſt he died, when he had ſuffer- 
ed for two. days all that could be. 
endured. | 
He made a will, wherein he juſti- . 
fied me in every thing he had ac- 
cuſed me, ſhe gave mealſo allthat- 
the Law permitted him to diſpoſe: 
of, upon condition: I ſhould marry 
Mezelon; He had heard how faith-- 
fully Bernard and my Chamber 
Maid had ſerv'd me, and took. care: 
to recompence 'em for it. mw 
The more they examined into- 
his Sickneſs, the more reaſon there; 
was to believe he. was Poyſon'd ; 
and he faid ſomething of it to him- 
who. was called. to receive his-laſt 
Breath. He was opened and there: 
was ſeen the viſible effects of the, 
Poyſon that the Traytour Spichettz: 
had given, him. I ſent to Aviguon 
to have him taken, but Heaven had 
not-ſo long defer'd his puniſhment. 
He that I ſent for that purpoſe,, - 
| brought. 
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brought me word back, that the 
reputation. he had of being and: 
poſlefling many Jewels, had temp- 
ted a Servant of his to kill him-and 
run-away with the Plunder. » 

Fcried ſincerely: for the deatlr of 
my Husband; bur rime, and the 
Conlolations I received on all ſides 


calmed my affliftion ar laſt. I” 
would not - marry nevertheleſs till: 


his' will was executed, and what- 
fever Mezelon could do would 
not prevail with me to marry him 
nillafter I had been a Widow for a 
whole year. "Twas accompliſt't 
with the great joy of his Mother 
and Siſter. Since that time I have 
had no care but to pleaſe my Hus- 
band, and thereby to eſtabliſh me 
2 life as pleaſant -as Innocent.” I 
have ſome buſineſs which I: am 
come to regulate, and when 1t- 1s 
ended I will return: to him witl. 
hopes never to be-more ſeperated 


Madan 


| * fromhim. 
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Madam de Mezelon having ended 
her recital, the ' Counteſs de Ma- 
rignan appear'd extreamly ſatisfied. 
at it. She admired the ſeveral ac- 
cidents, and the night approaching, 
the took leave of her Friend, pro» 
miſing to meet at rhe ſame place 
the next day, and to diſcover to 
her the adventures ſhe was. con« 
cern'd in, 
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THE 


Reciprocal Confidents: 
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The Second "Hh 


HE Counteſs of Marignan, 
and Madam de Mezelon, 
met the next Day in: the , 
Twiferies according to their 

engagements; and after half- an 

hours walking , during which time 
they entertain'd themſelves in gene- 
ral upon the Changes that are com» 
monly occafion'd by Marriage, they - 
retir'd into a private Walk, and fit- 
ting down, the Counteſs acquitted 
her (elf of her promiſe, and made 
this relation of her Adventures. 
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The (Counteſs de  Marignan's 


Relation. 


Will ſay nothing to you , Ma- 
dam, of the firſt Years of my 
Lite ; we palſsd 'em'together, and 
you remember, without doubt, how 
unwillingly I marryed the Marqueſs 
de Mondanar;, but as you went in- 
to the Country, ſome Days before 
that fatal engagement, I muſt begin 
my recital with ſome things that pre- 
ceded it , to give. you the greater 
light into thoſe that follow'd. | 
As” ſoon as the Articles of our 
Marriage were (ign'd, the Marqueſs 
de Mondanar's Relations came to 
Vifit me, and amongſt the reſt he 
preſented: to me the Count de Ble- 
imac as his greateſt Friend, and de- 
fired me to look upon him as ſuch. 
What imprudence has ſuch a Man: 
as Mondanar committed , in engag- 
ing 


- 


VE; 4 J . 
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. Ing his Miſtreſs to have an cſteem 


for Bleſinac. 
The firſt, as you know, Madam, 


was more than threeſcore 3 and you 


may remember that the infirmities 
he had, ren him decayed for his 
Age. ' His way of Drefling did not 
repair the defeats of his Perſons . 
and, to keep no ſecret from you, 
I muſt aoks to you, his Humour, 
and Wit,were yet more diſagreeable. 
He was Covetous, Severe, Contra- 
diftory, and the knowledge hethad 
of Pleaſure only ferv'd him to--fly 
the enjoyment of it, and defer'd * | 
from thoſe over whom he had any 
power. In tine, my deſtiny com- 
pell'd me to marry this Man , for 
whom I had almoſt an invincible 
averſion. 
Our Relations, you know , do 
not reaſon after our manner, when 
our eſtabliſhment is in queſtion. The” 
Quality and great Riches of the 
Marqueſs was the Cauſe they did not 
A 3 conſult 
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confult me in what was fo contrary 
to my inclination 3 they: afſur'd me 
a conſiderable Quality and Joyn- 
ture, and that was all they deſired. 
Though the Marqueſs was attack'd 
by his continual paing/he would not 
long defer our Marriage, at Night 


_ it was. celebrated. My old Huſ- 


band return'd home, and I to my 
Mothers, with a great deal of joy 
on my fide, but not without extream 
ſurpriſe to my Relations, whoſe a- 
ſtoniſhment and Chagrin were more 
avgmented the next Day, when he 
came to defire my Mother to ap- 
prove of my going for Languedoc. 
He came into my Chamber, and ex- 


 plain'd himſelf to me after the ſame 


Manner. | 
ell, Madam, ſaid he, are you 


not refolvd to accompany me 


to Morrow : to Provence That 


word of to Morrow frighted me, 
and it was impoſlible for me to 


my 
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my face. What makes you bluſh, con- 
tinned he 2 Do you think 11] ſpend 
my Eſtate at Paris > No, Madam, 
I'm ſick and not pleasd with the 
place; I once more tell you, Make 
ready to go. with me. I told him 
with a melancholy air, that I was rea- 
dy to do what he pleasd.. After this 
he chuck'd me under the Chin, 
kiſls'd my Forehead, and went to 
take order for his departure. | 

I ſaw him no more that Day. 
This proceeding made my Mother 
judge I ſhould not be very happy 5. 
the good Lady repented for having 
a greater conſideration for the Rich- 
es than the Perſon, and ſhe deſired 
the: Count de Bleſinac not to forget 
to endeavour what he could for my 
conſolation. You may'\guels'in what 


a condition I left Pars. 


Bleſinac went with us, and I per- 


" ceiv'd,' when he ſuffered himſelf to 


be engag'd in this Journey by my 
Husband , he renounc'd all other 
A 4 pleaſures, 


. "q 
pleaſures for that of accompanying 
me, When we were a. little way 
out of Town, the Marqueſs made 
the Coach ſtop upon a Hill, from 
whence it might be wholly diſco- 
vered , and then' ſaid: in a cruel 
voice, Look well upon Paris, Ma- 
dam, for 'tis the laſt time you (ball 
ſee it whilſt I live. I know too well 
the conſequences of ſo dangerous an 
abode, ever to permit it you, and T 
muſt tell you that a young Woman 
ought to thiok of it no otherwiſe | 

_ than the moſt terrible burying place 

. of her Vertue. 

1 made no anſ{werto this d iſcourſe, 

i. but contented my (elf with thinking 

in. what my ſenſe furniſh'd me. with 

{| i on that occaſion. You ſay nothiog, 

replyed my Husband, do you pre- 

tend to return? As I am not quite 
gone from it yet, ſaid I, it is not 

time to think of returning. ' Ladviſe * 

you not, replyed the Marqucbs, for 


It will be to no  purpals 
The 
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The Coach driving forward, he 
began to conſider what the journey 
would colt him, and from that cal- 
culation he ſoon paſs'd to regret the 
charge. During theſe impertinent 
Diſcourſes, the Count was in great 
conſtraint, and durſt not look upon 
me 3 but I often created an occaſ(t- - 
on to go out of the Coach, fome- 
times with pretence to eaſe the Hor- 
ſes, ſometimes for fear of over turn- 
ing, but 'twas always to eſcape the - 
fatigueing converſation of my Huſ- 
band. 

| remember one Day that being 


alighted, I walk'd, and the Count c 


gave me his hand. I was troubled at 
the ill humour of his relation, and- 
this thought joyn'd to the little-in- 
clination I had to merriment, kept 
me in a deep thoughtfulneſs, -. 

The Count could not hinder him- 


| (elf from demanding of -me the rea- -- 


ſon. 'Tisſo little a time, ſaid I, fince I * 


left the Perſons who were moſt dear 


Az | to -- 
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to me3 and, all that I foreſee falls 
my mind with ſuch ſad Ideas, that 
'tis-iwpoſitble I ſhould think with- 


out melancholy upon what | have 


loſt, or upon that which my Duty 
obliges me to follow. EF confeſs, 
Madam, faid Bleſimac, Monſter de 


 Mondanar does not know his happi- 


neſs, and: makes an il] uſe. of 'what 
would be a blefing tothe moſt de- 


- ſerving Man in the World. [ do not 


agree with you, anſwered I, that it 
ts altogether as you ſay, but I am 
perſwaded, if I do not occaſion his 
felicity, he will be the cauſe of my 
il fortune. I never defired, conti- 


 - nued 4, a life loaded with continu-. 


al Pleaſures, but I have been always 
very - apprehenſive of misfortunes, 
and all that I ſhould: have ask'd of 
Heaven would have been to-paſs my 
Days in.a-tranquillity, that I well ſee 
E muſt not row pretend to. . 

- Fagree, Midam, fays Bleftnar, that 


 aundiſturb'd Life is agreeable 3 _ 


(9) 
it may ſometimes be moleſted by: 
ſentiments that may be-the occaſion 
of as great a degree of Pleaſure. 
If I had once acquired it, replyed 
I, I could know no recompence for 
the loſs of itz and I would not for 
any thing, anſwered Bleſinac, have 


preſerv'd that in which I livd in till  ” 


the time I had the honour to ſee 
you. Do not accuſe me, ſaid I, 


of-doing you ſo great a miſchief, 


for I fear, 'twould be never in my 
power to repair it, and I have no 


defign to do you any 3 but by this 


Diſcourſe I find you ſeek a pretence 
to avoid the care of giving me con-- 


, 
. 


* 


= 


folation , and forget what my Mo- - 


ther defir'd you. I do not forget 
it, Madam, but what comfort can : 


you expeR- from an unhappy Man 
who ſuffers your puniſhments and 
his own, and has himſelf occalion 
for what you demand of. him... I 


had formd to my {elf a terrible {dee - | 


of a. declaration: of :. love , . but -I 


+ 
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\- found nothing in this but what was 

reſpe&fal and decent, I thought my 
felf not: obliged to be angry at it. 


We happily arriv'd where the Coach 


ftay'd for us, for | knew not well 
- what anſwer I ſhould make to Ble- 
—_ =—_ 

. An. accident happened the next 
Day that more augmented the aver- 
ſion I had for the Marqueſs , and 
gave me a better knowledge of the 
, Counts Inclinations for me; we were 
over-turn'd, and I receiv'd a_conſi- 
derable hurt in my Head. I was 
vexd to hear my Husband, who 
took no notice of the pain I en- 


| |  durd, vent his affliction for the 


breaking of his Coach: He bad lit- 
tle-care of me, but I receivd very 
many from the Count de Bleſwac. 
Although I was wounded, we were 
to leave Chiteauroux as ſoon as the 
£quipage: was mended. . 
There would be no end, ſhould E 
zell you all the ſubjects of oO 
; - e 
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the Marqueſs gave me in this Jour- > 


ney. Bleſinac repair'd all I receiy'd, 


by ſigns of his Paſſion. We arriv'd 73 


at laſt at Mondanar, where our re- 


ception.. was very doleful, The 
Count paſsd a fortnight there. 


whilſt I often ſaid to my ſelf that E 
might ſurely have an innocent Paſ- 
lion for him, and that it was the on» 
ly remedy [ had. to allay my misfor- 
tunes. . What would you have, Ma- 
dam. the Heart never wants reaſons 
to.abandon it ſelf. to-a delire that 
flatters-it. | 

[ inſenfibly accuſtom'd my ſelf to 
hear the aſſurances the Count gave 


me of his tenderneſs and_ fidelity, - 


and [ permiited him to believe that 
I was not inſenſible of his merit and 
affection, Well, Madam, faid he 
ſometimes , are you ſtill for tran- 
quillity 2 and do not you perceive 
at all that agreeable trouble which 
Love raiſes in the- Breaſt? I know 


hy little what it is (anſwered. I to- | 
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him 'one Day when he- diſcours'd 
m that kind to me) that I can- 
not well unravel. what I feel, but 


I believe in the humour I am, I ſhall 


 fuffer alt it will bring upon me. I 
begin to be afraid of abſence, and 
teſt it be followed by forgetfulneſs. 
fear left you ſhould grow Incon- 
ſtant, Perfidious, Unfaithful. Judge, 
purſued F, if -theſe thoughts will 
fafter my mind to be in a perfeR re. 
poſe. Bleſinac took great care to ſa- 
tisfie me in all-my doubts, and I ve- 
ry well found he was alſo nota little 
1 fear of abſence, He ſung agree- 


ably enough , and I had no very ill 


Voice, fo that we ſung ſometimes to- 


gether; but when my Husband heard: 


' us, he told me in the rudeſt manner 
you can imagine, that the Af- 
fairs of the Houſe were not perform- 
ed by finging. In fine, he was trou- 


bled to hear me, and forbid me that 


diverfion, as if it bad been a Crime 3 


and: he likewiſe 'made hw Relations 
| know, | 
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know, he ſhould not be forry at his 


departure. The Count was obliged ' 


togo on the Morrow, and I remain- 
ed at Mondanar. All the miſchiefs 
E endur'd were nothing in compari- 
fon to-what I ſuffer'd by the ill hu- 
mour of my Husband, and the 


parting from Blefinac. I had yet the 
liberty to imploy my thoughts all. 


the Day long on a Perſon whoſe 
remembrance alone was ſufficient to- 
{weeten all my pains, but I was not 
ſo- happy to. preferve it long. My 
Husband had a Siſter who dy'd, and 
left an only Daughter to his Guar- 
dianſhip 3 betore he brought her 
near me, he took great care to for- 
bid her ingaging in my concerns z 
and I can aſlure you, ſhe was ever 
far from-it. She had the ſame mind, 


and the ſame ways with her Uncle, 


but more emportment. She was 
outwardly very diſagreeable, the 


light of. her —_— me,. and 'twas 
me. to look upot- 
,5 The: 
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her. 
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\ The Death of my Siſter-in-Law 
was a-pretence for Bleſinac to come 
By to the, Marqueſss3 but although 
* Criſante (for ſo my Niece was 


diſpolition, ſhe took care I perceiv- 
* <d to appear more humane towards 
# theCount; one would have thought 
* ſhe had never ſeen any other Body, 
E ſhe diſcovered ſo much earneſtneſs 
=>. to look upon him. I cannot better 
#7 deſcribe the motion of her Eyes. 
EF She knew not the World, and there- 


= Was ignorant of the manner of it. 
& I would have given her ſome ad- 


# diſdain. 

$ _ I know not how Bleſnac happend 
to tell her ohe Day that ſhe had 
8 fifie Teeth, ſhe believ'd itz and 
Hinice never any one has told her ſo 
*mnch, ſhe imagin'd ſhe found her 
, <p This ridiculous opini- 
m.joud to. her rulty behaviour, 


a. Ho: 
4 


, Call'd) was of a rude and favage +; 


> fore you muſt not wonder if ſhe 


q vice; which ſhe refusd with great 


made: . 


made her a pleaſant Chiratter 3 but 7 
I was not'of the humour 'to' make 
ſport at itz and the diſagreements *_-- 
ſhe had in other things, 'madether _ 2? 
inſupportable to Me. _— 

Criſante was rich, both in her own 33 
fortune, and+the-hopes ſhe had to ® 7; 
inherit my Husband's,, which made --* 
the Count de Bleſinac's Father de- 
mand her in Marriage for his Son; 7; 
The Marqueſs eaſily conſented to =” 
this defire, and , to ſpeak lincerely.. 
to you, I was not very much trou- 
bled at the-choice was made for Cris +: 
ſante , becauſe ſhe was 'as I wonld 7 
wiſh, not to be in danger of rob= 
bing me of the Counts AfﬀeRion;” 4: 
And 'twas with difficulty I perſwad- 7 
ed'him to it, [he reproach'd me + 
that I did not love him fince T 
would bave him Marry 3':but 'as 3 
the eſtabliſhment was conſiderable” 
for. him , ſo he at laſt overcame £3 
his diſguſt to it, and detlar'd hims"® 


+ 


ſelf Criſente's Lover. When he aid}. ©? 
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any obliging things to her,'twas with 
a conſtraint, 'tis true, that was ve- 
ry viſible. 


In the mean time, out of an odd 


| _- humour which ſurpris'd us all, my 


Husband refusd to conclude the 
Marriage: Bleſinac's Father preſt 
him either to break off, or conclude, 
becauſe there was another Party pro- 
| Posd, that would not be of le Ad- 
rantage to the Count than the Mar- 
queſs's Niece. | 

FE had alſo my reaſons to deſire 
that Bleue ſhould Marry Criſente, 
but al our Wiſhes were: without 


Effet. The Marqueſs follow'd his 


own, which were contrary to ours; 
and-when one:of the Counts Relati- 
ons came to {peak ta him about the 
Articles; which if was time to ſeal, 
he would do nothing in it, he (aid, 
and that his mind was alterd, 

- This refuſal gave me many Cha- 
grins,-and you may imagine it gave 
not fewer to the Count 'z he ex- 
tream]y 


(17) 


treamly complained of it, and the 
quarrel was ſo great between him 
and my Husband, as to reſolve ne- 
ver to fee one the other again, I 
made no ſhew, though I was con- 
cern'd at it, but left all to Criſante's _ 
violent humour, which forgot not a- 
ny thing I could ſay, had it beenJaw- ._ -: 
ful for me to have explain'd my felf. ©. 
Bleſinac thought I wasnot very much. * 
engag'd for his Intereſt, and I might 
have ſpoke more in his-Fayour. 1 
made him ſee the Injuſtice of his 
Complaints, by telling him , that a 
greater Zeal for his Concerns would 
have render'd me faſpeted by my 
Husband, and that the leaſt ſuſpict- 
on would have deftroy'd our Com- 
merce, He approved my Reaſons, 
and we parted well enough con- 
tented. 

I apprehended nevertheleſs that 
there was ſome myſtery between 
Cri/ante and the Count. I could 
not diſcover it, and the things re- 

| main'd 
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X Bleſinac's Relations reported a- 
2 > bad that he was to be Married to 
F '2_Gentlewoman their Neighbour, 
F who was both Rich and Beautiful. 
* This News gave me no alarms. I 
» believed it f iſe, becauſe I was per- 
= ſwaded be would make no refoluti- 
& ons without my conſent, but he had 
i - nevertheleſs defign'd an enterpriſe 
& that I was far from ſuſpeRing. 

E.. My Husband was incomoded with 
be. 'bis Pains. | 1 had watch'd with him 
3 late, and I wondered that my Niece 
>. Was retir d. before me, not imagin- 


- not her Duty enough. to follow it z 
* "I thought only that the Chagrin ſhe 
» "had at.the breaking off her Mar- 
> riage- was the reaſon ſhe wanted 
zcomplaiſance, and might make her 
®heedleſs, and I went to Bed without 
| making other refleftions.. - 

WI be Day began to break, and I 
X a Was 


| main'd for ſome time in this condi- 


*- ing any defign in it, for ſhe knew | 


oo < 
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was very faſt aſleep when they came 
to wake me and tell me the Caſtle 


was the occaſion of it : They told 
me alſo that the Bridge was found 
down, and the Gates open. I _im- 
mediately ſent into Crifante's Cham- 
ber; 'twas to no purpoſe to look for 
her, ſhe was eſcap'd. I muſt con- 
fels to-you, Madam, that notwith- 


ſtanding the fright I had from the- ' 
Fire, I grew very angry at Bleſinac © 
that he had told me nothing of his _.; 


Deſigns, for I did Not doubt but he 
was concern'd in Cri/ante's flight, and 


that it was he who had ſtole heffa- 3 
way. I ſoon got up, and went'to © 

diſcover it to my Husband, who had - 
all the reſentment at it imaginable; * 
He drove it fo far, that Bleſfrac was --* 
condemn'd to loſe his Head ;' for ? 
the Parliament of Tholouſe is very ſe- -*? 
vere in faults of this nature, and. it 
was not- hard for him to bring the +» 


Aﬀtait to this paſs. 


LS. . 


was a-Fire, without knowing who - 


— # 
I was: 
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I was till now of no eſteem in the 
Marqueſs's Houſe, it ſeem'd as if 


- this accident had open'd his Eyes, 


to ſee the Injuſtice he had done me, 
and make him repent to have lived 
with me after that manner. It 
ue be perhaps to irevenge him- 

of the diſobedience of his Niece, 
and the little conſideration Bleſinac 
had for him; that he began to uſe 
me much better. I receiv'd from 
\ him many proofs of his kindneſs ; 
and if I had not had in my Heart 


- - thoſe Sentiments for Bleſinac, I 


ſhould have been, I believe, very 
Happy. Alas ! 'twas impoſlible for 
me to be ſo, ſince, angry as I was, 
that the Count had hid his Deſign 
from me, 1 nevertheleſs loy'd tum 
more than ever , when it was not 
in-my power to overcome the (ad- 
neſs that depreſt me, notwithſtand- 
ing all the care that the Marqueſs 
 -Ftook todivert me. He livd with me 
after a manner , had reaſon to give 


(21) 
me all content 3 but I obſerv'd that 
his Grief encreasd, and his Health 
continually diminiſh'd. | imagin'd his 
Death would be the occaſion of 
Troubles; I was in fear of. it, and ' 
took great care to preſerve itz he 
fell at laſt very Sick, and dyed after 
he had given me all, to hinder the 
Diſputes might ariſe from thoſe who 
were to inherit, and to deprive his 
Niece of it, who was run away. 

I receiv'd no Civilities from Ble- 
ſinac upon his Death 3 on the con- 
trary , his Father declar'd againſt 
me, and ingaging in his Afﬀeairs with- 
out communicating - any thing to 
me, he follow'd all the indirect ways 
that might be a hinderance to mine. 
It ſervd nevertheleſs to advance 
them. You may think perhaps, 
Madam, that the condition of be- 
ng a rich Widow had made me ex- 
treamly diſpos'd to Joy ? You muſt 
not imagine it, twas only a trouble 
tomy mind, and I neyer found my 
felf fo melancholy. - The 
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+. The advantages my Husband had 
- made me, gave me a true Grief for 
the-lo of him. I was on the 0- 
ther Gide' perſwaded that Bleſenac no 
_ Jonger lovd me. * His proceedings 


© Jeft; me no reaſon-to doubt of it ; 


and although I had been ſatisfied 
with him, I could no longer pretend 


7 - to- him becauſe he was Marryed ; 
| 5 = ele thoughts gave me not the li- 


berky: to taſte the Pleaſures of a free 
-ongition. Eyery thing that I ſaw 
at Mondanar, entertain'd my melan- 
choly,; which made me take a re- 
lution to return to Paris, where 


I receivd no more ſatisfaction than 


in Langizedec. I carried 'my affli- 
Aion with-me, and though I thought 
T had done a great deal toward my 
qu aiet by flying far from Bleſtzac,. I 
ound no repoſe where I ſought it. 
But, Madam , a Heart truly con- 


cerg'd does-not ſo ſoon reſolve to 


- be indifferent. We Hate and Love 


- very often by turns, before we. can 


arrive 
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arrive at that -happy inſenibility. 
The Reputation I had of being rich, 
and of never wandring from a regu-- 
' Jar conduCt whilſt my Husband li- 
ved, made me be courted by many 
of ' great Quality. 1 accepted of 
none of the Propoſitions were made 
me, and led to a retired life, that 
. 'twas thought I ſhould not eafily be 


perſwaded to change it. I ſaw ſome- | 


times the Marchioneſs de Montaigre, 
becauſe ſhe had the ſame opinion of 
the World as I, and {he ſaw no bo- 

oy, (her Brother the Chevalier de 
Marignan excepted.) What was 
moſt extraordinary in it, was, That 
we often paſs'd whole hours without 
ſaying any thing : She lov'd to read, 
and I had a great deal of pleaſure to 
hear her ; and 'tis certain, what was 
our divertiſement; would havebeen 
very tireſome to thoſe they call the 


' Ladies of the World. +Neither did 


her Brother viſit her often, becauſe 
be lov'd merriment, ang *twas not - 
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” - to befound with us: But at laſt; he 


infenfibly accuſtomed himſelf to our 
manner of living. 'He told me, that 


I was the moft proper to reclaim 


people from the idle follies of the 


| World, and that I had inſpired him | 
with thoughts he had been hitherto 
free from. 


I had fo little inclination to be- 
lieve him, that I proposd to the 
Marchioneſs of Montaigre to marry 
him to a rich woman that was my 
Relation. He gave no ear to bis 
Siſter, but perſiſted always to give 
me f(igns of his eſteem. I was per- 
ſwaded that I hated, Bleſinac , and 
that I ſhould vex him extremely if 
I marry'd. For this reaſon it was, 
that I ſhew'd ſome complaiſance for 
Marignan ; but - fearing leſt there 
{hould be more of intereſt thanlgye 
in his proteſtations, I was reſolved 


to be ſatisfied, 


[ causd a counterfeit Letter to be 


- writ to. me, as if it came from Lan- 


_. 
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(25) 
guedoc 5 wherein I was advertiſed, 
That ſome of- my Husband's Relati- 
ons had a deſign to exclude me, from 
the advantages he gave me when he 
dy'd, by ſome Deeds that gave 'em 
Title to inherit. This diminiſh'd 
nothing from the obliging Senti- 
ments the Chevalier de Marignan 
had for me; and that which fully 
perſwaded me that he truly lov'd 
me for my own ſake, was, that his 
Elder Brother being kill'd at the 
Army, he became Heir, and then 
preſs'd me more than ever to give 
my conſent, to his paſſion. He diſ- 
coursd with my Relations about it 3 
and whatſaever his own could do, 
to turn bim from that Deſign, he 
marry'd me, and had a Quarrel with 
the Marchioneſs de Morntaigre who 
was not more willingly diſpos'd to 
it than the others. 
I thought I had lovd him, Ma- 
dam, and I had many reaſons for it : 
But I was no ſooner marry'd than I 
F made 


(26) 


made a ſcruple of it. What! ſaid ] 
to my ſelf, ought Bleſinac's fault to 


Inſpire me with other Sentiments, 
than thoſe that are the occaſion of 


grief? A heart may be concern'd 
once 1n its life z but it is an inex- 
cuſable weakneſs to ſuffer it to be 
guilty of a ſecond Engagement : 
What have I done! Ought I to 
pardon my ſelf for thinking I could 


be happy with any but Bleſiac? In 


vain I endeavoured to live content- 
'*edly ; nothing could free my mind 
from theſe ſad thoughts. 

\ T was not born for quiet, Madam'; 


and if .it were your deſtiny to be 


belov'd, it has always becn mine to 
diſcoverin my ſelf a continual ſource 
of trouble and inquietude. What 
care ſoever T'took to hide it, the 
Count de Marignan perceiv'd it. 
He ſaid nothing to me of it, and 


ſought rather to remedy than diſco- 


ver my grief. He gave me all the 
- divertiſements he thought capable 
= to 


| 


(27) "9 
to diſſipate my melancholy : But T 
had made a cuſtom of it, to which he 
was forc'd to yield. He ſaw that I 
was always melancholy, and I had 
thereby leſs pains to perſwade him 
'twas the effe&t of my temper. The 
greateſt affliction was, that I heard 
the Counteſs de Bleſinac was dead. 
I was told, She was very little re- 
gretted by her Husband, and that 
'* he had not ſhewn ſuch indifference 
to my Marriage as I imagind. The 
Reflections I made upon this death 
encreasd my melancholy 3 but not 
to draw more Queſtions from my 
Husband in a SubjeQ , I ſhould have *' 
been ſorry to enlighten him, I of- 
ten walk'd alone, Wading It a plea- 


ſure to fly the Converſation of the + 


World. Not long after this, one of 
my Relations, who had a very fine 
houſe near Paris, defir'd me to go 
and paſs two or three days there, 
aſſuring me, I ſhould have the liber- 
ty to think as much as I pleas'd.-- I 

B.3 told. 


(28) 


told my Husband of it, who gave 
me leaye to go this Journey, whilſt 
he took this time to hunt with the 
Marqueſs de Marcily.. 

I went to this houſe in my Rela- 
tions Coach, and. I took with me a 
Gentlewoman and a Foot: man only. 
When-I was arriv'd, my Relation 
left me, and return'd'as ſoon. Shall 
we go, ſays ſhe, into a 'Summer- 
+ houſe in the Garden, whence there 


is a fine Proſpe&t ? Let us go, ſaid I; |} 


but upon. condition you give me the 
liberty to Think there ſome time. 
My Relation .ſmil'd ; and told me, 
as ſhe brought me to the Garden, 
She imagin'd thoughtfulneſs would 
_ pleaſe me leſs than I mention'd. We 
were ſoon at the Summer-houſe, 
and ſhe open'd the Door. I enterd 
firſt, thinking tofind no Body, and 
was ſurpriz'd to ſee Bleſinac, in a 
Habit very agreeable to the deject- 
ed Air of his Face. I lookt upon 
wy Relation, to'reproach her w_ 
| t 


(29) 

the trick ſhe had play'd me, and 
was retiring, the engagement,under 
which I was,, not permitting me to 
expoſe my. {elf to:ſuch a dangerous 
Converſation; But they both ſtopt 
me 3 and [ could not exempt my (elf 
from ſeeing and hearing, Bleſinac, in 
whom I diſcovered the marks. of a 

rofound: Sadneſs, .I muſt confeh, 
Madam, [ grew pale at the, fight of 

him, and jt put me into (o great a 
perplexity, that it is impoſlble for 
me 40 give . you .an.account of my 
thoughts, or .of thoſe things which 
he at that inſtant ſaid to. me. I ony 
ly kaow, that he threw himſelf at 
my:feet, and that his eyes ſaid more 
than his mouth. As I was fearful 
in 'this occaſion of nothing ſo much - 
as my (elf, I turn'd from him asmuch 
as I could, to (hun the force of his 
eyes. Ah | Madam, faid he, what 
have.you more to do to me ? and 
why have you reſoly'd my. revenge 
before you were certain of my guilt? 
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'Tis to no purpoſe, anſwered T, 

to know- whether you're innocent, 

or no; but 'twas a crime for me to 


fee you 3 and though you ſhould 


remain whole days the object of my 
. eyes, and T ſhould be fully convinc'd 
you gave me not the Teaſt occaſion 
of complaint, you would be but lit- 
tle the happier for 'ir. Suffer: me, 
therefore, to believe that'you have 
offended me; and thiok for your 
part what outrages I have commit- 
ted againſt you, and let us not ex- 
poſe our ſelves to a reconcilement 
that muſt be attended by a train-of 
Conſequences fatal to our repoſe. 
Well, Madam |! reply'd he, fince 
you deſire it, I will never fee you 
more z but if this muſt be the laſt 


|  -minnte, ſuffer me at leaſt to make 


an explication to' you of my aQi- 


- *-,- ons, that | may not leave you lon- 


ger in an errour, my honour obli- 
ges me to undecelve. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt 'Blefnac ſpoke to me, I 
perceived my feeble Heart was ta- 
king his part againſt me 3 and my 
Relation on her {ide told me I might 
hearken to him without a Crime: 
Pardon me, Madam, continued he, 
it I begin my juſtification by re- 


proaching you. You accuſe me of _ 


Inconſtancy 3 - tell- me , Madam, 
what convincing Argument of your 
Aﬀecion did you ever give me? 
You made me ſo much your Friend, 
to confide in me the ſecret of your 
Misfortunes. You ſuffered me ſome- 
times to vent my Paſſion for you, 
and you did not forbid me. to be-- 
lieve that you- had a little tender- 
neſs for me; but Words were: my 
only happineſs, Words of -too (light - 
a-force to binder thoſe thoughts of 

eſtabliſhment, to which (un- 
kindly) you your-ſelf. engaged me: - 
Sincethis time, Madam, I bave been, 
as well as you, deceived by appear=:- 
ances, -and I pretend to convince | 
| . B 5. you 


Pa 


(32) 
you that IT have had a thouſand 
Reaſons to complain of your pro- 
ceedings. 

I made no anſwer to Bleſinac, 
becauſe I began privately to accuſe 
my ſelf, and impute to me all the - 
errours in his Conduct. I neverthe- 
Jeſs told him the condition of our 
Afﬀeairs, and he was equally indiffe- 
rent whether we ſhould be angry or 
have compaſlion one for the other. 

- There is no Puniſhment ſo cruel 
as the reconciling Duty and Inclina- 
tion. They have each their tyran- 
nical Rights, one impoſes by Au- 
thority , but the other draws by 
Force. I knew well what I owed” 
- to.my Husband, but I knew better 
what power a long habitude of Lo- 
ving exercisd over a ſenſible Soul. 
I marryed the Count de Marignar: 
to.be revengd of Bleſinac, and in 
hopes his Merit” and ;Friend(hip. 
would. baniſh from my Heart.a Ten 
 dernefs Lthought ſoull acknowledg'd. 


Bleſinac 


(33) 

Bleſinac had not forgot that Ho- 
.nour engag'd him in his Juſtificati- | 
on, and that it could not be effected 
without diſcovering all that hap- 
pen'd to him. I had likewiſe a great 
defire to hear it 3 and I no ſooner 
gave him leave to make a Relation 
of, them, but he began in theſe 
Words. 

You know, Madam, how my Fa- 
ther commanded me to court Gr#- 
fante, and you are not ignorant of - 
thoſe things that preceded = 
fieur - de Mo 
Principle of Honour made nies 
ceive that when I had once declard 
my ſelf, I was oblig'd to-purlue my 
pretenfions. All.of our Family en- - 
 couraged mp'to it, . and I was even 
engagd to it by,Cri/ante, who bad 


ndanar's refalal. A 


an il]. opinion of. the conſideration . --* 


 T chad for her Ancle. . I was tald ? 


by. :her alſo, that ſhe perceivd you - | 


was not for my. Intexeſt; and would © 
never. iconlegt that 1 ſhould ay 4 = 


dls 
her away. And methoughts on the 
other ſide you had afed'but very 
indifferently for the effeting my 
Deſigns with your Husband';z the 
knowledge I had, compared with 
her opinion, made me reſolve to 
diſcover nothing of it to you; and 
add-to this, that the ſtealing of-her 
away being the thing in hand, you 
would not be angry I imagind to 


Fl ignore it; and fince you was once 
"* fo earneſt for our Marriage, I could 


not perſwade ' my felf your ſenti- 


on ents about it ſhould be- ſo ſoon 


 alkerd. Theſe are the Reaſons, Ma- 
dam, I had not to confide this fe- 
cret to you. I had every Day In- 
telligence from Crzſante by ſo many 
ways that it will be tireſome to tell ; 
neither is the remembrance of it fo 
apreeable to make me defire tt. She 
found an opportunity to ſteal the 
Key of the Draw+Bridge, anditake 
the Imprefiton -of it on Wax; 
which fhafne bes I causd one 
- to 
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to be made, which I'gave her, and 
we agreed that on. a certain Day I 
ſhould be at the end of the avenue 
to the Caſtle. She undertook the 
care to get forth, and 'twas my bu- 
lineſs- to expect her. | 

I do- not queſtion, Madam, but 
you were very much ſurpris'd when 
you were told the Caſtle was a Fire. 
This is the Reaſon obliged her toit. 
You had watch'd very late, and the 
Day breaking when you went to 
Bed, if by chance the Bridge 
ſhonld be feen down, and it 
was ſuſpeed. that ſhe was gone 
out, ſhe thought you would ſend 
after us, unleſs you had ſome 
more preſfing engagement. There- 
fore, without having any further 
concern for what might happen, ſhe 
follow'd her own inſtinct; and. 
{ when ſhe and her Maid came to me, 
they: both. told: me (almoſt break- 
ing their Hearts with laughing) that 
they | had - burnt the Quarters. | I 
found 
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.. took our way towards 


C36) - 
found but-too much ealineſs to exe- 
cute this -Melancholy Delign 3 we 
overgue, 
where I was aſſured of the Baron 
de Gouſtignac's Houſe , whoſe Wite 
is my Aunt. They receiv'd us very 
well, but I knew afterwards I was 
miſtaken, when I thought to find 
there a perfect Sanctuary.” - 

The Baron had a Son jſt return'd 
from Paris, who was a Muſqueteer 
m the'firſt Company. He'had a ve- 
ry. gay and brisk- Air, and :this his 


Father call'd the way of the Court. 
"The Muſqueteer fancyed, that Cri- 
fante being Rich, herFortune would 


not at all incommode him 3. and if 
he could but arrive to pleaſe her, 
there was no realon-the-ſcruple of 
deceiving a Relation ſhould:be an 
obſtacle to his Deligns. . Aﬀter I 


had paſs'd ſome Days at.Gouſtignac, 
IT defived my Aunt to take what 


meaſures ſhe! thouphe necefiary 'to 
Marry as at i her Houle 5 ae nhcy 
Husband 


37) 
Husband finding alwaysſome difficut 
ty in it, ſhe told me atlaſt with Tears 
10 her Eyes, that T could expect no- 
thing from his aflaſtance 3 that ſhe 
found her Husband and Son had 
great Deſigns upon Criſavte, and 
therefore advisd me to retire before 
they had time fo execute their reſo- 
lutions. I made uſe of this Coun- 
ſe], and that Evening (after we had 
fupp'd, and the Baron and Muſque- 
teer were retir'd to relt) we parted 
from Gonſtignac. My only Defign 
being to. leave that Houfe, we fol- 
low'd no certain way 3 but after 
we had walk'd all Night, my Valet 
de Chambre diſcovered we were not 
far off from a-Foreſt, wherein there 
was a Glaſs-Houſe, and that he was 
acquainted with the Maſter, and ſe- 
veral Gentlemen who belong'd ts - 
it. He told us we might paſs there - 
ſome | Days very conveniently, tilt . 
we had determin'd which way to re- 
tixe. I propos'd it to Criſarte, = 
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” _ ſhe always took Pleaſure in being of 


an oppoſite Opinion to the reſt; 
and if at laſt ſhe yielded, 'twas not 


till ſhe had given us the trouble of 


making long and tedious Diſputes. 
We were but two Leagues from the 
Mountains of _Roverguve when we 
were (ſet upon by twelve Thieves. I 
- at firſt thought we had been diſcove- 
red, and that they were ſent after us 
by Monſieur de Gonſtignac, but they 
had only a Deſign upon our Money, 
as we found by their firſt Comple- 
ments... They robbd us without 
Quarter, that is, they took away 
all our. Cloaths, and left -us (ſcarce 
- any thing to cover-us. I had now 
no” occaſion of Eloquence to per- 


4 {wade Criſarte to go to the Glaſs. 


Houſe; but 'twas now. a queſtion 
. bow to get thither, and to make 
.. our ſelves be received, which a 


peard. very doubtful, in the. Equi- 


| page we were left.. 
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The Perſon of- Criſante (poke lit- 
tle in her favour, and T had not ſo 
good an opinion of my own as to 
- hope from it any. better effect 3 but 
R#uſat (thus my Valet was call'd) 
undertook for the event, and we 
began a long walk for People not 
accuſtomed to go a-foot. We of- 
ten in the Foreſt met with little 
Habitations, \where we receiv'd 
ſome ſlight repaſts composd of 
Bread and Water, which ne 
vertheleſs we relliſh'd very well, 
and we were very happy to meet at 
Night with one of theſe Cottages, 


for Criſante was quite tird, and 


'twas with great puniſhment the 
next Day ſhe got to the Glaſs- 
Houle. 

As the diſpoſitions of few Peo- 


ple reſemble, ſo we were different. _ 


ly receiv'd by the Gentlemen. - Some 


laught at us, others pityed us, and 


ſome endeavoured to make diſcove- 
ries into our Adyenture, the moſt 
reaſon- 


= 


PE IN R - ——_ _ . . — -- WJ 
6 , 
4 : 
— - — _— — — . .. a©..—_ " he - 
-, \ - = 
, 4 : ' 
X : 
& ; 
C 
> mY 


* (40): 
reaſonable usd vs civilly, judging 
by - our Language , our Manners, 
and the Cloaths we had. left, that 
we. were not unworthy of it. We 
were offer'd by theſe to lodge in 
their Cabins (for their Houſes de- 
ſerve no better names) Criſante 
ftaijd at the Maſters of the Glaſs- 
Houſe, whoſe name was Fergovce, 
and I went to lagge at a Gentlemans 
call'd Mondary, by | 
. I fent the next Day | Ru/at. ta 
my... Fathers to let him | know 
what had happen to us ,. and: to 
ask. him for what aſiſtance. was re+ 
quilite to carry us farther if necel- 
ſary, or to bring us back to him if 
be thought it convenient. - I com- 
manded Ruſat to enquire alſo after 
you, and to take care to deliver to 
you - a Letter I privately' gave him. 
I forgot to let you know. that he 
had tald Fergonzce we were People 
of. Quality. 
what misfortune -we came: to him 
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(41) 
in ſoull a condition, and he had the - 
goodneſs to accommodate us with 
Cloaths proper enough for the place 
we were. 1n. 

Criſante urg'd me to marry her 3 
but though l intended to do it, a fe- 
cret ſentiment made me ever find 
ſome reaſons either true or falſe, 
to defer our Marriage. She reaſond 
about it with Fergonce. He ſpoke 
to me of it, and made me ſo ſenh- 
ble of the obligation I had to give 
this ſatisfaQtion to a perſon who had 
ſhewn ſo much eion as to follow 
me, that we were privately married 
at night by a Brother of his, who 
was a Clergy-man. Ah, Madam, 
if you had feen with what Melan- 
choly I paſt that hideous frightful 
night, and the days that ſoon fol- 
low'd it, you would have juſtified 
me your ſelf, I thought of nothing 
but you, and the conſideration of -. 


| Riches, which had inveigled me 1n- 


to Wedlock, appeared' to me then 
the 
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the cauſe of all my misfortunes. 


Criſante made not ſo ſtrift an ex- 


amination of my thoughts, ſhetook |; 


me as I was, and I had not little to 
ſuffer from her Careſſes and ill Hu- 
mour, ſince they were both in ex- 
treams. But my repentance was 
not ſufficient for your revenge ; love 
muſt to perfet it, draw me into 
more perſecutions. I have told 


, you, methinks, I lodg'd at Monda- 


2s, but I have not mentioned a Si- 


ſter who livd with him. This maid, 


who. was calld Diana, fanſyed I 
ſhould be her Prdymior,. and made 
many. advances to a Commerce, of 
which I took no notice, becauſe 
I was not in a humour -for pleaſures 
of that nature. ,But (he was not 
diſcouraged at the firſt {igns of in- 


» - difference -I (hewed her, ſhe was 
- handſome, and well knew was capa- 


ble of generating Lovein a heart that 
was not already engaged. She ap- 
rehe nded then if I had any en- 
gagement 


- 


(43) 
gagement with Criſazte, it could be 
only upon the ſcore of intereſt, and 
it would not be difficult for her to 
break it. She often told me that I. 
had not a curious judgment, and if 
I wanted good reaſons to convali- 
date my choice, _ twould be hard 
for me to fave the reputation 
of my.diſcretion. 

I would not give her any occaſt- 
on of trouble, but in complaiſance, 
flattered her weakneſs, which after- 


wards, had like to have colt me my 


life. She told her Brother therefore 
that I lov'd her, and if he would dil- 
cover it to Criſante, perhaps he _—_ 
gain her affeQions. She was of a 
humour to refuſe nothing to her Paſ- 
fion. Mondany was full of what 
his Siſter told him 3 they knew I bad © 
ſtole away Criſazte , but they did 
not ſuſpe& we were marryed,. fo 
that Mondany flatter'd himſelf with 
ſucceſs. "He made her many little 
Preſents of his own Workmanſhip, 

| and 
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(44) 
and often gave her concerts of Haut- 
boys and Flutes; neither was I an- 
gry ſhe ſhould be employ in theſe 
divertiſements, that I might have 
the more leiſure - to be penſfive. 
She told me one Day with a kind 
of joy, that Mondany had made a 
diſcovery to her, that I lov'd his St- 
ſter, which was followed by .a de- 
claration of his Paſſion. I advis'd 
her to turn it into diverſion, and be 
ſure not to confeſs any thing of our 
Marriage. 

Mondany was as handſome as his 
He was not 1gno- 
rant of his value 3 and looking up- 
on me as the only obſtacle to his de- 
figns, he had a mind to be rid of 
me. He defir'd his Siſter to endea- 
vour what ſhe could to encreaſe 
my paſſion, that he might have the 
more time to engage Criſante, by 
whom he ſaid, he was not lt recet- 


ved. 


Diana (ervid her Brother accord- 
ing 


(45) 

ing to his deſires; and this artificial - 
Maid very dexterouſly diſcovered 
to me, that Criſante entertain'd him 
after a manner favourable enough 
to perſwade ſhe had a defign to mar- 
ry him. Whilſt Diana did what 
was'poſſible to make her ſelf be be- 
lov'd by me, Mondany was taking 
meaſures to make me not capable to 
diſpute Cri/ante with him. I ſaw 


| one Morning a man come into his 


houſe, who lookt upon me with 
ſuch earneſtneſs, as if he had thought 
to have ſcen me in another place. 
I retir'd not to give him the time to 
recal his memory , and I went to 
Fergonce's to ſee Criſante, who was 
not very well that day. The fear 
of diſcovering our Marriage was the 
reaſon we todg'd not together, I 
ſtaid with her till the Evening, 
when there was a great noiſe heard 
not far from the Furnace, and a 
report that Mondany was kill'd.' T 
went to know the truth of_the acci- 
dent, 
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dent, and I ſaw a man dragg'd vio- 
lently along, as the Author of the 
Murder. I knew it was him who 


lookt ſo earneſtly upon me in the 


Morning, and I told them who us'd 
him ſo roughly , I believ'd he was 
not guiky, becauſe I took him for 
Mondany's Friend. Mondany was 


- at the ſame time brought hither. 
' -1I approach'd to ſee him ; and find. 


ing but little life remaining, I fol- 
low'd the reſt who carry*d him intq 
his houſe, and employ'd my ſelf, 
like them, in endeayouring to bring 
him to himſelf: Burt as he recover'd 
his Senſes, he ſeem'd more diſtarb'd 
at the fight of me. I fanl(fd my 


_ preſence afflicted him, and upon this 


thought I went our. 

He that had wounded him, calPd 
me (ſeeing me go by) to tell me 
the truth of the misfortune. I 
know not, ſays he,” for what mo- 
tive Mondany would take away 
your life ; but he fent for me, I 
| | __ know 


| 
' 
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know well, from the Mountains - 
with that intent 3 he ſhew'd me this 
Morning a place, where 1n the E- 
vening;- he ſaid, you us'd to walk ; 
and there we had made choice of a 
Tree, from whence I was hired to 
{ſhoot you. He caus'd me to ob- 
ſerve your Perſon and Cloaths, 
leſt 1: ſhould miſtake 3 and 'tis an 
hour ſince he told me *rwas time to 
take my Poſt. He help'd me up 1n- 
to the Tree ; and was giving me 
my Gun, the Muzzle towards him, 
which by accident he diſcharg'd,and 
kill'd himſelf. Whilſt this nniferable 
Man was telling this (tory to me, 
Mondany did the like , and I no 
longer wondered why my fight 
ſhould be troubleſome to him. He 
dyed, and his imprudent Siſter 
finding her ſel: concern'd a little 1n 
this misfortune, fled away, no one 
knowing what was become of her. 
I was unwilling to have my name - 
nois'd about in this Afﬀair, which 

Mw, made 


(48) 
made me expeCt Ruſat with great 
impatience,, when at laſt he arri- 
ved. 

My firſt care was for-you, Ma- 
dam; I {hew'd no earneſtneſs but 
to enquire after you, and how you 
had reccivd my Letter. He-told 
me that you refus'd to read it, -and 
bad tore it in a thouſand pieces, ne- 
ver giving him any attention when 
he ſpoke. about my Afﬀeairs, by 
which he guelſsd you very much 
diſpos'd to pardon me the taking a- 
way of Criſante; and added, that 
many things which anger made you 
utter, gave. bim reafon to believe 
you had won the good, opinion of 
NMondayar, by, the hatred only you 

made appear to me. What ſhall I ſay, 
Madam? TI had not the leaſt Cha: 
grin-at your anger, I ſtood more in 
ney of your indifference. 

. After Ryſat had given me an ac- 
count of your concerns, he told me 
my Affairs were In an ul] _—_— 
| | that 
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that there was no hopes of return- 
ing to my Father, much dejeCted by 
my misfortunes. He ſent me a Lit- 
ter, and every thing that was neceſ- 
ſary for a long Journey, the difficul- 
ty was in finding a place to retreat 
to.. I had many Friends would bave 
received me, but I had ſome Reaſons 
not to deſire it. I would not trou- 
ble my Friends with the il] diſpoſi- 
tion and humour of Madam de Ble. 


ſenac; (he had continual. quarrels 


with Fergonce's Wife and Daugh- 
ters, I delivered them from it at 
zalt, after I hav acquitted ia part the 
obligations they had done me, and 

refolv'd to go towards Pompidour. 
We had been two Months at this 
Place, when paſſing by the Door of 
a Convent, I ſaw a.crowd of People: 
curioſity made me enter, and I ſoon 
perceived ſome young Woman in» 
tended -to take- the habit. © I went 
forwards with many others ta ſee 
with what Courage (he would re- 
| 2 'nounce 


(50) 
nounce the World, and never was 
there a ſurpriſe like mine, whenT 
perceiv'd it was Diana, that Diana d 
\i whom IT have been mentioning to || 
bf | you. Although ſhe was much bu- Þ 
li fied in acting her part, ſhe caſt her 
Eyes upon me, and the ſight of me 


ftruck her with fuch concern, that 1 
| ſhe fell in a ſwound, and the Cere- 
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the Meſſenger told me, ſhe was: re- 
-folv'd to come in-caſe I refus'd her 
- a Viſit: IT askd him if ſhe had any 
Relations at Pompidonr, he told me 
an Aunt, went to the: Convent 
where 


mony was oblig'd to ceaſe, never x 

| to be begun again. Dja»a not ima - || * 
'F gining but I came' to Pompidour in 

purſuit of her. Love was not ſo n 

| dead in her Heart but my preſence || © 

reviv'd it. | was'tberefore no ſoon- | * 

et return'd to my. Lodgings, but a || © 

Man defir'd to ſpeak with me, and 
W' - gave meanote from Diana, which 

| conjur'd me to come and ſee her. 

| TI ſhould have denied it, had not | 

| 

| 
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where Diana was, who ſaid 'very 
near the ſame things to me ſhe had 
done at the Glaſs- Houſe, told me 
her manner of conduct with her . 
Brother, and that it was not ſomuch 
his Death as my indifferency was 
the occaſion of her turning Nun : 
but I no ſooner ſaw you, continued 
ſhe, then I changd my intentions, 
in hopes you had more favourable 
thoughts for me. : 

This Diſcourſe was accompa- 
ny'd with ſo many Tears , ; that ] 
thought I ſhould bave been forc'd 


to pity herz but. the remembrance 


of her artifices before very much 
enabled me to reſiſt it. 1 alſo, 
Madam , made. uſe of your ldea, 
and theſe conſiderations oblig d me 


to tell her , 'twas in vain ſhe gave + 


me theſe kind wiſhes, that bzing no 
longer in my- own diſpoſal , 'twas 
impoſhible for me to be hers. 

She ealily underſtood I was mar- 
C 3 ried 
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ryed, and difſembled fo well the an-Jmy 
ger ſhe conceived at it, that Ilig 
thought ſhe began' to hearken tofD2 


Reaſon.” I left her, and *twas ſome. 
time fince I had heard of her, I knew 
only that ſhe had forſaken the Con- 
vent andlived with her Aunt. But 
admire, Madam, to whar extremities 
{he was brought by her Deſpair; one 
Evening when ſome Company of 
the Town were at Cards with Ma- 
dam de Bleſinac, T was told that one 
deſired to ſpeak with me about an 
- important affair'; it was not dark e- 
nouph to have occaſion for a light, 
and yet it was ſo obſcure, that 1 
could not at firſt diſcern the Perſon 
that ſpoke ta me ; 'twas Diana in 
Mans Apparel. She ſpoke ſome 
confus'd words to me , whilſt ſhe 
was preparing for her Deſign. ' Twas 
in-ſuch perplexity that I was per- 
{waded ſhe was mad ; but ſhe ſoon 
explain'd her meaning , for when 


wy 
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an-jJmy Head was turn'd to call for 
t INights, I felt my ſelf (tabb'd with a 


(C9) 
Ne 


Dagger. She intended to do .it to 
purpoſe , ' but 'her Hand faltered, 
and gave me-notwithitanding a con- 
fiderable Wound, ſtriking afterward 
the Dagger into her own Breaſt, I 
call'd out, they came to me, and 
you may well gueſs how every one 
was aſtonifhed at this. horiid. fpe- 
Qrcle.  Diaxs was faln''ion:” the 
ground, and raved like'one thathad 
loſt her reafon,; I was: unwilling 
the occaſion of 'this ſhould .. be 
known, I agreed with the. Aung, 
and it was 'to paſs for diſtraction. 
This unhappy Creature wawkd not 
ſuffer her Wounds to be drefs'd, ſhe 
fell into a Feaver and dyed. - As tt 
is impoſiible to conceal long; acci- 
dents of this nature : ſo 1 was afraid 


this might diſcover where I was 3 


and for this reaſon I-left Pozzpidowr 
ſooner than | intended. My Wounds 
were not healed. Madam de Bleſs- 
C 4 40 
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ac was almolt always indiſpos'd, 
and I was extremely weary of the 


Life I led, I took therefore a reſolu- 
tion to return to my Fathers in\{pight 
of all miſchances. I carryed Ma- 
dam de Bleſinac with me, and I 
found my Affairs were very much 
altered ſince theſe three Months that 
I bad heard nothing. - { 
My Father gave us a very cold 
reception: for the advantages you 
, receiv'd by the Marqueſs de Monda- 


ar's Death, having very much di- | 


miniſh'd the hopes of -my Wiles 
Fortune ,' had put him. out of. hu- 


.mour. He took no great care, I 


obſerved, to hide the reaſon of it. 
For my -part, Madam, I was only 
concern'd at the diſtance we were 
from you, and for fear my Marrt- 
age had di(pleasd you. Till now [did 
not know preciſely what thoughts 
Madam de Bleſinac had of you ; 
but when ſhe ſaw with what 1ndif- 


ference I received the News of the 
loſs 


—_——— 
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loſs of her Eſtate, ſhe told:me' that 
I. defird it rather in your 'Hands, 
and that ſhe was not ignqrant of the 
Aﬀetion 1 profeſsd to you. I did 
my endeavours' to undeceive her, . 
but ſhe flew into a violent Paſhon, 
and told me ſhe had convincing 
Proofs of my Infidelity , which ſhe 
would not mention. during our 
Journey. In fine, Madam, ſhe ſhew'd 
me the Letter I writ to you, and ' 
confels'd ſhe had compell'd Rx/at to 
put it into her Hands, and give me 

that anſwer when he came back.. 
Yon may imagine how angry I 
was at Ruſat's perfidiouſneſs, and I 
made him as ſenſible of it. as he'de+ 
ſerv'd; He told me for his excuſe, 
that Madam de Bleſinac: aflur'd him 
ſhe would give me a reaſon why l 
ſhould approve. the not delivering 
the Letter, and that (he would rake 
an . opportunity to tell :me of it 
when I ſhould not be angry. Tis: 
impoſſible, Madam , to think with 
: = what . 


 {þt56) 

whatdiſlimulation ſhe kept this fe- 
cret 3 but when it was once diſcove- 
red, ſhe inceſſantly reproach'd me 
that '] was an Enemy to her Inte- 
reſts, and only regarded yours. Diſ- 
agreements by degrees inſinuated in» 
to our converſations, and diforders. 

began to ariſe, | 
But that which compleated our 
falling out was, being. not able to 
ſufter Ry/at any longer, ſince his per- 
fidiouſnels, I-diſcharg'd him not- 
withſtanding the intreaties of Ma- 
dam de Bleſimac to pardon him. 
From this time we were never of a 
mind, and ſhe often drove her vi- 
olence to extremity, I have alrea- 
dy told you that her Health was ve- 
ry doubtful-, her continual Melan- 
choly alter'd her extreamly, and ſhe 
fell into a Feaver that carryed her. off. 

in fix Days. 

© _ She refwsd to fee me 1n her Sick- 
neſs : I granted her deſires, and fuf- 
fer'd her to dye in quiet, I ſhew'd: 
| | modera-- 
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moderation in this change, and, not” 


diſcovering much: joy nor great for- 
row, kept # conduct which was aps 


proved. But, Madam, your Marrs 


age with the Count de Marigzar 
put me beyond my reaſon. *Fwas 
at this News I-gaveiſuch marks of a 
ſenſible and true grief, that-T aban+ 
don'd my (elf to deſpair. I felt-ticks, 
and for two months every Body 
thought I ſhould have dy'd. I know 
not, Madam, for what reaſon | liv'd, 


my life was a trouble to me," and [ 
took na remedy to preſerve it. Searce 


had I left my Bed; when I was very 
impatient to be 'at Paris, without 


knowing preciſely why I deſired it. . 
It could not be hopes that drew me, 


ſince nothing was to be' expetted- 


from your anger , which had exe-- - 


cuted the moſt cruel Sentence. up-. 


on me. *Fwas only. to -be in the- 


ſame place with you, that I might- 


ſometimes. have the joy. to fee you: 


either by chance, or the great indu-- 
| liry; 2 


_ 
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- firy I would uſe to contrive it. 
- 'The deaths of Monſieur de Mozr- 
danar;, and Madam: de Bleſinac, 
made me end my affairs with more 
eaſe, and put me into. a condition 
to appear in. the World. 
- -I-parted from Languedoc for P4- 
*15,1where T have ſeen none but your 
Relation, whom, after. many con- 
verſations, I made ſo fenlivle of my 
miſerable condition, that ſhe pro- 
- mis'd me to.deceive you, and-bring 
you: here, to: procure me the only 
conſolation I am capable of. | 
Thus Bleſenac ended his Relation, 
_ afd ſo firmly perlwaded me, that [ 


3 no longer doubted his fidelity. We 


were not nevertheleſs the more hap- 
py : [| could do nothing for his qui» 
et, but would diſturb- mine. I a 

prehended alſo that theſe kind of in» 
terviews were indecent, and: might 
prove of. ill conſequence. _ [n.fine, 
Madam, { was unwilling to enter- 


| tain an attcQion ſp dangerous for my 


honour 3 


—— 
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honour; but what power 1s there 


in the fears of an Admirer who de- 
lerves to be belov'd ! 

Bleſinac ' appeard. ſo concern'd, 
that I cou'd not: refuſe to fee him. 
ſometimes with my Relation, nor. 
cover my heart ſo heart fo cloſe, but 
he might diſcover I lovd him more 
than became me. 1 reftor'd him 
{1ghs for ſighs, tears for tears, and 
we appear'd to be in more need of 
pity, than before we met. *T'was 
late before this firſt Converſation 
was ended. My Kinſwoman would 
not permit Bleſinac to return. that 
Evening to Paris 3 and becauſe ſhe 
thought it. not fit for him to be. 
ſeen 1n the houſe, he remain'd in the 
Summer-room, where he had a_Sup- 
per privately carry'd him by a Gen- 
tlewoman in whom ſhe had an intire 
confidence. She alſo bjd- his Ser- 
vants ſtay for their Maſter at a 
Neighbouring Village, After Sup- 
per. we return'd "to. the Surmer+ 


houſe, © 


k 


+ he was already fo neat. us, that 1t 
"© ” was. 
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houſe, | where we paſs'd the greateſt: 


part of the Night. TI infenfibly for- 
got to 'tell Bl:finac 1 would have 
him return the next Day, and left 
him without mentioning it. When 
F propos'd it to my Kinſwoman to 
bid him,Be gone early, ſhe ſaid, That 
he muſt (tay till Night, left he be 
| feen; and I was not angry, that 
there -was a good reaſon to keep 
him: The unhappy have few Days 
of quiet. My Kinlwoman and [1 
went in the Morning to fee Bleſe- 
mac : He was very deſirous to know 
all that had happen'd to me. 1 
granted his Requeſt, and had rela- 
ted the paſſages as far as the trouble 
of my mind when I took a'reſo- 
lation to marry the Count de Ma- 
rignan, The remembrance was the 
occaſion of ſome tears, which in 
ſpight of me were ſhedding, when 
my Kinſwoman', who was at the 
Window, ſaw my Husband coming, 
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was impoſlible to. get out before he 

was at the Door. | | 
Bleſinac threw himſelf haſtily up- 
on the Bed, and we met the Count; 
but with what concern you may 
imagine. He obſervd it, and 
drawing” Symptoms for this, and 
from my eyes, that were not yet dry, ; 
he enter'd into Sufpicions, which 
nevertheleſs he ſo covered, as to. 
ſhew no fign of 'em to us, *T was 
Dinner-time,. and a- Foot-man came 
to tell us it was upon the Table.. 
This for&d the Count to go with us: 
to Dinner ; and he obligingly told 
me, as we crofs'd the Garden, that 
every place without me, was tire- 
ſome. to him, He had left hunting 
tocome tome 3 and this inſtance of 
his tenderneſs made me angry with 
my ſelf for having fo little acknow- 
ledgment. There was little Dif- 
courſe at Dinner 3 and my Kinſwo- 
man, whom my -Husband ſtrictly 
abſery'd, had ſcarcely an opportus, 
_ nity - 
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nity-to tell me in-a-low Voice, .I 
ſhould propoſe to go to Paris that 
 Day,. to ſhew my indifference for 
the'place 3 but my Husband, whoſe 


Eyes were always on the Summer- | 


Houſe in the Garden , would not 
go before he had ſatisfyed his Curi- 
olity , which we ſoon diſcovered, 
when he told us we might fir(t paſs 
ſome hours in the Garden. 

My Relations Gentlewoman, who 
was very dextrous, and knew the 
reaſon of our inquietude, had ap- 
ply'd a remedy. She had . walk'd 
round the outſide of the Garden, 
and had brought a Ladder to one of 


the Windows of the Summer-Houſe, 


+» by which Bleſinac deſcended, then 
. the conducted him to a Country: 
mans. Houſe to (tay there till he 
. heard from her. I was in a horrible 
fear, and ignorant of the good turn 
ſhe did me. - | 

| \ No ſooner had we dind, but my 
-, Husband was for going,to the Sume 
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mer-Houſe. My Kinſwoman, who 


.. had the Key, thought to abſent her 
ſelf for ſome moments that ſhe might 
, not give it him, but it was as dange- 
* Tous to refuſe it , as to dehver it- 


with too much aſſuredneſs. Then 
ſhe reſfolv'd to put fomething into 
it, to hinder it from turning 1n the 
lock; but this invention did not ' 


| proſper, My Husband remedyed it 


open'd the Door, and went direaly 
to the Bed, and threw himſelf there- 
on, to. diſcover no ſuſpicion 3 but 
ſeeing the Window that look'd from 
the Garden open, he ſhak'd his 


Head, I obſervd, to my great ap- 


| prehenfion. 


I began to recover, when he 
found upon the Beds-head  Bleſmrac's. 
Crape Hatband 3 he was conliders 
ing. upon it fome time, and my 
Kinſwoman pretending to guels 
whoſe it ſhould be, ſaid fo many 
came to the Houſe in her abſence, 


that it was impotlble for her to di 
vine 1t, This 
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This did not clear the Count's ſuſ- 
picions, it rather ijncreas'd them, and 
he refolv'd henceforward to obſerve 
me {o ſtrictly, as to juſtifie/me or 
condemn- me without incertitude. 
We return'd that. Night to Paris, 


and I ſince knew Bleſnac did the 


hike. : My Kinſwoman , who: often 
"came to ſee me, brought me News 
of him 3 and thongh ſhe-was fufpett+ 
*d by my Husband, he gave 'us the 
liberty-of x free converſation. 

She had the art to perſ[wade me, 
and we-agreed upon a ſecond meet- 
ing at a Painters call'd Agar in Ricb- 
. elien-ſtreet, My Husband had me 
dogg'd; and, when he was told 
"where I was, went privately to a 
Neighbouring Houſe to obſerve us. 
We paſs'd two Hours at Agar's be- 
fore we: thought of parting.  Ble- 


= fm went firſt, he was in Mourn- 
E ing; and my Hu:band, remembring 
the Crape Hat-band, did not doubt 
E hhet> but it was left there by the ſame Man 
EE”: | A Came 
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came out from the Painters Houſe ; 
he did what he could to remark his 
Face, but could not diſtinguiſh his 
Features. He had heard much of 
Bleſinac, and the eſteem he had for 
me.z he knew: that his Wife was 
Dead, and there wanted no more 
to aſceftain his doubts ; he came not 
to- Agar's, but retir'd before us. TI. 
found my Mother at 'our houſe ; 
ſhe expeRted me,' to Jet me know, 
that my Husband had been making 
-his complaints to her. I had riot 
much hardſhip in juſtifying my ſelf 
to her, and to perfwade her that the 
complaifance to fee Bleſimac was not © ©} 
a Crime capable of bringing me in- ' -- 
to great misfortunes. It 1s true, faid 
my Mother, but Husbands perceive 
not ſo ſoon the. juſtifications. as *the =: 
accuſations; and I adviſe you to leave « .* 
off all Commerce with a Man that ©? 
is ſufpeted by the Count de Ma- = 


rIgnan. 
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I promis'd my Mother, and ſhe 
remained-with me to endeavour to 
diſſipate the ill Humour of my 
Husband 3 but notwithſtanding all 
her endeavours, we muſt go the 
next Day towards Eſtajac, an Eſtate 
of his near the Pyrenean Mountains. 
And he had the precaution -to turn 
- away all my old Servants both Wo- 
men and Men, and to give me new 
ones I had never ſeen, The pre- 
parations for this Journey were 
made with ſuch diligence, that we 
vent preciſely at the hour he 10- 
tended, We were to. go by Bour- 
. deaux, and we neither ſpoke all 
the way of his Chagrin, or any 
thing elſe ; ſo that we paſsd two 
Hundred Leagues without ſaying a 
Word. You may- believe for my 
- part I thought often on the Count 
de Bleſinac, and refleGted upon the 
pallages of my Life. 

I ſhew'd no melancholy to leave 


Paris ; and I parted from it with 
ſuch 
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ſuch indifference, that my Husband 
ought to have believed I deſign'd to 
ſacrifice my Pleaſures to my Duty. 
When we arriv'd at Eitajac, he bid 
me chuſe an apartment 1n the houſe, 
which he deſgn'd I ſhould not come 
out of, I did what he delir'd, went 
into my Priſon, and accuſtom'd my 
ſelf to it without much difficulty. 
My Husband paſsd his days very 
mournfully, the houſe was unplea- 
ſantly ſituated, and he had the only 
pleaſure of keeping me Pris'ner 3 
he was continually troubled with 
the thoughts of Bleſinac and me 3 
and when by chance he has caſt his 
eyes towards my Chamber-Win- 
dow, if I happen'd to be there, he 
turnd 'em off with indignation. 


He had a fancy to adorn an A- 
partment; and I believe had alſo 
. an intention to learn to deſign : 
I knew by one of the Women who 
waited upon me, that he had ſent 
to Paris for a Painter ; and let the 
charge 
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charge be never ſo great , would 
have one of the moſt excellent. I 
never left my Chamber but when 
Company came ; and T muſt con- 
fels, the dejeted condition he 
ſeem'd to have, as he paſsd by 
my Window, raisd my pity, and [ 
determin'dto reaſon with him about 
it, I ask'd his permiſſion to do it, 
which after much pains he accord- 
ed. | 

I ſpoke to him as the Condition 
of Affairs requir'd, and always with 
great ſubmiſhon. He gave me no 
interruption : but afterwards look. 
Ing upon me with indignation, You 
drive the boldneſs too far, ſaid he, 
to expoſe your ſelf to the reproaches 
I may juſtly give you - Is it poſfi- 
ble that you ſhould think I am ig- 
 Nnorant of your infidelity ? and be- 


cauſe I ſuffer, as a man of courage _ 


- ought, an outrage of this nature, 
do you think I am leſs ſenſible of the 


abuſe you haye committed ? I || 
thought 
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thought to have juſtify'd my felf 
by a f{incere confeſltion of what had 
palsd between Bleſinac and me, 


- from the firſt day of our acquain- 


tance, till my departure from Pa- 
ris. But it gave him more reaſon 
to hate me than pardon me. He 
fanſy'd I marry'd him only to be re- 
verngd on Bleſinac 5 and theſe 
thoughts carry'd him into Violen- 
ces, made me apprehend his anger, 
He ſhould rather excuſe me , he ' 
ſaid, to have made an affair fince 


Marriage, than to have conſented 


to that, when my heart was full of 
paſtion for another. 

He refusd me the permiſſion to 
ſpeak to him, fince this day 3 and I 
only knew he was falla into a deep 
Melancholy. He was for ſeveral 
Months in this Condition ; and I 
was ſo much the more diſturbd by 
it, as I imagin'd, by what they told 
me, I had reaſon to fear ſome dan- 
gerous reſolution againſt my life. 

But 
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But two Painters arriv'd at laſt from 


Paris, who'afliſted very much to 
his diver{ton : the one was a great 
Artiſt, the other had divers Talents 
to pleaſe; He not only painted, but 
had Wit, he was a Poet, Muſtci- 
an, Comedian, and was always mer- 
ry. It is true, my Husband was 
ſurpriz'd to ſee ſo many Excellencies 
In a man of his condition; but he was 
afterwards more, when he found he 
had beſides, a great deal of ſolid 
Knowledge, and that the Qualities 


of his Soul ſurpaſs'd thoſe outward. 


appearances. Theſe made ſo great 
an impreſſion upon the Count de 
Marignan, that in a little time he 
began to return to his natural 
Gaiety. Dormont (ſo was the 
Painter call'd) gave him every day 
ſome new diverſion. Sometimes he 
would repeat a Play, and perform'd 
the Parts ſo well, that Floridor ne- 
ver ſucceeded better in a Paſtonate, 
nor Poviſon in a Comical Part. 

Some- 


CFO) 
Sometimes he would imitate the [ta- 
lians, and (ing to the Guitarre, and 
danc'd with ſuch Art and Air a9 was 
altogether Charming. 

IT had a Woman who\ was not 
confin'd with me; and had ne- 
vertheleſs the liberty to come into 
my Apartment. She was calld 
Roſe ; ſhe often 'talk'd to me about 
the Painter ; and I had reaſon to 
believe, by what ſhe ſaid,ſhe did not 
hate him. Ah! Madam, faid ſhe 
to me one day, if you knew but 
what wit, and how many deſirable 
qualities Dormont pollcfles, you 
would not be ſurpriz'd at Monheur 
de Marignan's Opinion of him. TI 
know not, I muſt confeſs, any Bo- 
dy ſo capable to inſpire love 3 but I 
doubt he will be otherwiſe to receive 
it : for generally people who are 
ſo handſom, have ſo good thoughts 
of themſelves, that they are indif- 
ferent for others. Not that Dor- 
mnt is fo to me, added ſhe, he 
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pays many civilities to me 3 but I 
believe 'em rather the effeQs of good 
breeding , than the marks of an in- 
clination, But, Roſe, ſaid I, is it 
impoſhble to ſee this Painter ? He 
dyes with delire to be brought to 
you, reply'd ſhe. He has ask'd me 
a thouſand Queſtions about your 
manner of living, and what diver- 
ſions you usd to - mitigate your 
"melancholy. You ſhould already 
" have ſeen him more than once, had 
not I been afraid of diſpleaſing 
you. I told Roſe, I did not think 
all of itz and ſhe went to acquaint 
him with what ſhe had-obtain'd from 
me. 
He accompany 'd her the next da 
into my Chamber : But judge, Ma- 
dam, it you pleaſe, how I was ſur- 
priz'd, when I found Dormont to be 
the Count de Bleſinac. 'Twas a 
happineſs for me, that 'Koſe was ſo 
ny ann with her ſentiments that 
{the did not- perceive-my trouble. : 
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took but little pleaſure to ſee the 
Count, my heart was full of fear for 
the conſequence of- that interview, 
and the dangers he was expos'd to. 
When I was recover'd a little from 
the aſtoniſhment to ſee him, I was 
extremely oblig'd to him, I ſaid, for 
the care he took to divert my Huſ- 


-band in this ſolitude. He anſwerd 


me with much reſpect 3 but durſt 
not ſpeak to me privately : Yet 
hearing me call for a Basket where- 
in was my Work, he run to fetch it 
me, and very dextrouſly {lip'd into 
it a Letter. And after I had di(- 
cours'd with him aloud, a minute 
longer, I made him a Sign to be 
gone. | 
Roſe and he went out ; I ſhut my 
Chamber-door , and open'd Bleſs 
mac's Letter, which acquainted me 
with the .vexation he had at my 
Husband's forcing me 1n that man- 
ner to leave Paris, the reſolution 
he had taken to come and ſhare in 
D 2 my 
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my misfortunes,and to undertake any 
thing, might put an end to 'em, 
He told me afterwards what he did 
to accompany the Painter to Eſta- 
Jac, that he conceal'd his birth, and 
perſwaded him he had an intention 
to perfe&t himſelf in that Art 3 he 
told me alſo what progreſs he had 
made in the good opinion of the 
Count de Marignan, and how much 
he had ſuffered this month he was 
here, for not ſeeing me. But re- 
ſolving not to hazard any thing im- 
prudently, he choſe rather to be de- 
priv'd of that pleaſure, than fo ex- 
poſe me to any new diſorder. And 
the Letter ended with tender pro- 
teſtations of an inviolable paſſion. 
I had Paper that ſerv'd me to cover 
wy Work ;- but I had neither Ink 
nor Pen, and I could not make Ble- 
finac an Anſwer 3 yet Love, that is 
' ingenious, made me remember a 
Compoſition, that left no ſtain vu 
on the Paper 3 and the Letters 
could 
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could not be diſcern'd, till it was 
held near the Fire. I made ufe of 
it, to let Dormont know, I would 
abſolutely have him depart from E- 
SFajac. The difficulty was to teach 
him the Secret to read what [ writ : 
I therefore told Roſe, T had a mind to 
learn to deſign, and that ſhe ſhould 
bring Dormont privately to give me 
the firſt inſtructions. She did what 
I defir'd her ; but as the affetion® 

ſhe had, made her always near him, 
I had only the opportunity to tell 
him how he might read what I writ 
to him. 

The danger I underwent in theſe 
interviews made me intend to forbid 
them, permitting him to write to 
me with the compoſition I us'd- 
Roſe brought me his Letters, think- 
ing. ſhe had brought me nothing 
but a Paper upon which ſhe ſaw 
ſome Flowers drawn. TI endeavour- 
ed underneath to imitate them, and 
ſent him his Paper back. He was at 

D 3 firſt 
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firſt contented with this intelligence, 


but Love, that is continually form- 
ing new Projects, made him find 
out a ſure means to open the Doors 
of. my Prifon. He often fought an 
opportunity to talk with the Count 
de Marignan about me, and at laſt 
it arrived. There was an Echo in 
the Garden, where my Husband us'd 
to make Dormont ling. 

” I remember as T was at my Win- 
dow to hear him, my Husband per- 


ceived me, and told Dormwont, if he 


had a mind to pleaſe me, he muſt 
ſing a melancholy compaſſionate 
Air that (hould expreſs the rigour 
of a long vexatious ſeparation z i 
you have none melancholy enough, 
make one ex tempore. Dormont 


thought for ſome time , and after- . 


wards ſung theſe Words. 


Such tedious abſence who did ere en- 
dure £2 

And not allayd with thoughts of a 
return: Flattery 
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Flattery can never make me hope a 
Care, 

But thus reſolve perpetually to burn. 


Iz other Breaſts let meaner grief be 
plac'd, 

Whilſt I am pleas d with mine by 
its degree; 

Such mighty ſufferings never any 

 gracd, 


And Death and Love my only Ol- 
jeFs be. 


But, Sir , ſays Dormornt, after he 
had ſung, fince you are pleas'd with 
theſe words, why may not [| ask you 
the reaſon your Lady 1s ſo ſolitary, 
for methinks Roſe told me he is fair 
enough to be ſeen? Don't ,you 
know, anſwered my Husband, that 
the fineſt Creatures are leaſt familt- 
2r 3 and the- more ſetlom they are 
ſeen, the more they are reſpected ? 
I think, Sir, replyed Dormont, that 
is acuſtom very prudently eſtabliſh. 
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ed by the Kings of Ormus, in re- 
gard of their Subjefs who ſee them 
but once a Year ; but I never knew 
It. practiſed betwixt a Husband and 
a Wife in any other place but Efia- 
Jac. | find, anſwered the Count, 
rhat you would not be angry to ſee 
her, and I conſent upon condition 
" Jou abuſe not the eafineſs with which 
I grant it, and fide not with her in 
the complaints ſhe may make to you 
of me. Dormont fearing leaſt, if he 
ſhould have the time to refle& upon 
the liberty he gave him, he ſhould 
change his opinion, defired him not 
to put off till another Day the fa- 
vour he made him hope for. My 
Husband call'd Roſe, and ordered 
her to carry Dormont into my apart- 
ment. -I was pleas d at it, but I ne- 
ver taſted any perfe& joy 3 for this 
was not ſo, Ao I durſt not flatter 


my felf with its long continu- 
ance. 


Dor mont 
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Dormont told me by what means 
he had obtained the permiſtion to 
ſee me, and turn'd the Converſation 
lo adroitly, that he made himſelf an 
opportunity to ſpeak low to me. 
You may very well think he made * 
uſe of that priviledge to exprels to 
me thoſe paſſionate things Love had 
inſpired him with. I gave him the 
liberty to tell my Husband what he 
thought fit of our Diſcourſe. and [ 
would not ſuffer him to remain long 
with me. | 
The Count de Marigran no ſoon- 
er ſaw him-come out of my Cham- 
ber, but he ask'd him his opinion of _ 
my Perſon and Humour. She iscer- 
tainly- extremely handſome, replyed 
Dormant ; but without penetrating -: 
into the occaſion of her Sorrow, I 
believe her naturally. Melancholy. 


'But, anſwered my Husband, what 


did ſhe ſay to you? - She deſcribd. 
to me, ſaid Dormozt, the Beauty oft- 
this -ſolitude, and told me the deſire 
D. 5 fher. 
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ſhe had I ſhould make her a Land- 
ﬆskip, wherein were painted only 
Rocks and Torrents, wild Beaſts, 
leaveleſs Trees, and dark Caverns. 
She mentioned every thing that 
could proceed from a melanchol 
Fancy, except a Fomb which Kup- 
poſe (he did not think of, and All'd 
me with ſo many fad Ideas, that I 
am afraid I ſhall not baniſh fo ſoon. 
as T wiſh. 

My Husband told him 1n a ſmile, 
that all my Melancholy did not pro- 
ceed from. my Conſtitution., and- 
perhaps had told the whole ſeries of 
my Affairs to Dormont, if a Servant 
had not advertis'd him , that a 
Neighbour of his call'd the Cheva- 
| lier de Monſerolle was come to. viſit 
him. This was-the only Friend he 
had in this Country. _ They had a. 
private Diſcourſe together for half- 
_ an hour, after which the Chevaker- 

took his leave , leaving the. Count: 
thoughtful, 

When: 
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When he was gone, my: Huis»- 
band ſent for Dormont, who 1n re- 
ſpe&t was retir'd.. If Madamde Ma- 


rignan has inſpir'd you with Melan- 


choly, ſaid he, we ſhall ſee- this - 


Night a fine Creature will perhaps 


reltore your good humour. Tis - 


Madam d' Ecugy, who 1s run away 


with the Chevalier de Monſerolle x 


and becauſe, it is decent my Wife 
ſhould entertain her, TI ſhall be 


forcd to make her forſake her fſoli- 
tude; but I would have her owe the-- 


obligation to you. Ah, Sir, reply- 


ed Dormont, do not take from her, . 


if you pleaſe, the ſatisfaction of aw- 


ing it to your ſelf; and take. heed : 
you do not-ſpoil me by a preſumpti-: 


on is unlawful for me to think of; 
I will have it ſo, anſwered my. Hug- 
band, and I pray, bid her preſently 


come down', and make,.the- ſame 
Figure ſhe ſhould have done always, 


had her Condud been better... 
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I ſaw Dormomt enter with a joy- 
{ul Countenance, he told me all the 
converſation had paſsd for two 
Hours fiace he left me. Every Bo. 
dy but I would have received this 
News with joy 3 nothing could 
raiſe me to that Paſſion , fear pre- 
vailing over the tender ſentiments 
I had for Bleſinac ; not but T had 
many inſtances of being in an agree- 
able condition. I lov'd and was be- 
lov'd, and the pleaſantneſs of the 
ſecret heightned the charms of our 
Commerce ; and if IT had had an in- 
clination to Pleaſure, I ought to 


have been contented with ſo unex- 


pected a change 3 but TI had not yet 
paſs'd all the misfortunes fateaſſign'd 
me ; and when I felt ſome motions 
to” Joy, a certain fore-knowledge I 
could not overcome, ſoon threw me 
mto my wonted Sadneſs. 

. As ſoon as 1 was at liberty I went 
to the Count de Marignan's Cloſer, 


to know what Orders he would pre- 
ſcribe 


Lome 
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ſcribe me. TI found him better dreſt 
than generally he is, and kinder te - 
me than I imagind; he told me 
with moderation, he would have me 
make my (elf ſome amuſements that 
might drive Bleſinac out of my me- 
mory, He told me likewiſe, That 
he could not refuſe a ſanQuary to 
the Chevalier de Monſerolle, who had - 
| ſtole away one of the Baron & Ecu- 

23's: Daughters, and defired me to 
give them an agreeable reception. 

T had not time to anſwer him; ſe- 
veral Cavaliers came at that inſtant 
into the Caſtle Court, with a young 
ſprightly Lady. I went to receive 
them at the Door, where I pay'd 
her all the civilities imaginable, and 
expected ſome return, but ſhe ſcarce- 
ly took any notice of me. My 
Husbands civilities were better re- 
ceiv'd, and I was very buſie com- 
plementing them who had conduQ- 
ed Madam d Ecxgy, and obſerving 


the carriage of the Lover, bis Mt- 
ſtrels, 


084) ; 
- ftreſs, my Husband, and one nam'd 
"Arbanantes. 

As my thoughts were never difli- - 
pated by joy, ſo I thought my ſelf | 
more proper to penetrate into their 
CharaQ@er, who were not of a be- 

- coming deportment. My Obſerva- 
tions were, that the Chevalier de 
Monſerolle had a true affeRion for 
his Miſtreſs ; that (Che had not- the 
ſame Sentiments for him, but had 

_ conſented to be (toln out of a fool. 
ih Vanity, which gave her Pleaſure. 
ta make her ſelf be talk'd of in the 
World. As theſe ſort of (lips are 
never committed without relapſing - 
extremely from what decency re» 
quires, ſhe ſeemed to- me to have 
utterly forgot the preſcription of it. 
I- found ſo much libertinage in all 
her diſpoſition, that I have wonde- 
red a- hundred times the Chenaler 
would. run the hazard to Marry a - 
Perſon guilty of ſo many irregular 
ations. I always thought, for my 
part, 
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part, that it was not an ill rule. to- 
make a judgment of a Womans Vir- 
tue by the outward appearance. E- 
very action of-this Lady was contra-. 
ry to this Maxim. She was pleas'd 
to imagine that any one had a Paſſi- 
on for her, but more to-hear it from 
any that really had, or pretended to 
have. Being of this Character, you 
need not wonder if ſhe took for an. 
honour the Cares my Husband 
ſhew'd for her, and forgot that ſhe 
came away with Mo#»ſerole. 

She remember'd it ſo little, that- 
ſhe often paſsd whole Days , not 
ſuffering him to ſpeak to her. My. 
Husbands Aﬀions were not more 
conſtrained than hers, he knew, that- 
what I fear'd from him, would not- 
ſuffer me to engage againſt his In- 
clinationsz and 1n the great Pleaſure-- 
he took to purſue them ,'the rules. 
of Hoſpitality did not (o far intrude, , 


' as to make him ſcrupulous of em-- 


ploying his beſt-endeavours to make. 
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bimſelf be beloved by the Miſtreſs of 
his Friend. | 
_+.It was to be conſidered, 1n the 
mean time, what Morſero/le ſhould 
determine. Madam d' Ecugy was in 
no great haſte of the ſolemnizing the 
Marriage. My Husband was 1n fear 
it ſhould be concluded. Daormont 
was not angry he was bulted in a 

Paſſion would impede his penetra- 
ting into our. Commerce, and Arba- 
#antes . apprehended leſt he ſhould 
be obliged to go from Eſ/tajac. All 
having the ſame Intereſts, it was not 
difficult to agree. The Count de 
Morignan would: have Dormont. of. 
the Council, where they determin'd, 
That Moxſerolle ſhould go for Paris: 
to obtain the protection of- the Ma» 


reſchal de Grawont, by whom he was 


very well known. 

The abſence of. Monſerolle made 
no alterations at Eſftajac , but new 
Pleaſures were invented every Day 3 
and though the. Count de. Marignar: 


deſerv'd .. 
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deſerv'd ſome acknowledgment for 
the Paſſion he ſhew'd to Madam d E- 
cugy, he had the diſpleaſure to per- 
ceive herdiſliketo him increa(t every 
Day, and that ſhe ſuffer'd him now 
not without ſome Puniſhment. 

And here, Madam, is the part of 
my relation that brings back into my 
memory ſad remembrances, you will 
ſee my misfortunes in their greateſt 
extremity. Madam d Ecygy fell in 
Love with Dormornt, and had the im- 
prudence to diſcover her Paſſion. 
My Husband perceiv'd it the firſt ; 
but as he ſo carefully obſerv'd Dor- 
ont as to be aflur'd he would make 
no return to it, he continued his 
good eſteem for him, and recom> 


- mended the intereſt of his Heart to- 


him after a manner that diſcovered 
the great confidence he had in him 
but Dormont had not perceived nei- 
ther the intentions of the Lady, nor 
the doubts of the Lover. 


One 


(88) 
One Evening, when ſhe would 
have us divert our ſelves at Blind- 
mans-buff, (he would by all means 
that Dormont ſhould be blinded. 
As. he was ſeeking about, he felt a 
Note put into his hand ; and coin- 
_ Plaiſance having oblig'd meto be one 
at the ſport, Dormont thought it 
might come from me 3 and ſfome- 
times he fanſy'd from Roſe, who had 
always lovd him; not dreaming 
that Madam 4" Ecugy was of. ſo. my- 
ſerious a. condu@, as to find that 
way, to explain her ſelf. He was.in 
reat impatience to ſee it 3 and he 
Pad no ſooner. taken another per- 


ſon, who was to be blinded, but he 


went out of the Chamber to read 
the. Note, which. was expreſsd in 
theſe words ; 


If you were a man of Quality, 1 
ſhould. think, you had affronted me, 


by making uo xeturn to the honour [ 


have done you, to prefer you before 


the 
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the Maſter of the Houſe, and a mun 
in whom [ beretofore found: ſo much 
deſert as to be willing to marry. But 
1 find I muſt break the Ice : Know 
then, 1 forget all the reaſons I have 
to keep a diflance from you, and that 
I intend to follow only the inclination 
of my heart, which ſpeaks in your fas, 
vour. Make your beſt profit of a 
Confeſſuon may be of too much advan- 
tage for you to negle@ ; but remember, 
it is on condition, that you always 
ſhew me the reſpeFs you owe- me. 


This Letter made Dorwont truly 
melancholy. He was unwilling to ' 
be ſo often my Husband's Rival';' 
or to give me occaſion to doubt his 
infidelity, and was befides afraid: of 
the imprudence of Madam & Ecugy. 
Here were many circumſtances ta 
raile trouble in his mind 3 and he 
was obliged to take a particular care, 
that ſhe might not penetrate into 
the intelligence betwixt us : and he 
con- ' 


_ . _ 


concluded he ought to dread no- 


thiog ſo much as the giving me 
any reaſon of inquietude. He there- 
fore ſacrific'd his diſcretion to his 
faithfulneſs, and found an opportu- 
nity to tell me what had happen'd. 
I ina minute diſcovered the ſad con- 
ſequences of it, and with a painful 
Chagrin ſaw, the heavy misfortunes 
that Amour would bring upon me. 

. - Madam @ Feagy paſg'd the reſidue 
| of the Day in ſuch reſtleſs moti- 


ons as-could proceed from a violent 
paſhon only. T know not why, 


Chance would have it, that we two 
ſhould meet together ; for we both 
of. us were very careful to prevent 
It, I ſaw. her then diſturb'd by an 
inquietude, that gave her not a reſt- 
ful moment ; I'thought my ſelf ob- 
liged totake notice of it, and inquire 
the occaſion. I am, ſays ſhe brikly, in 
a condition that does not permit me 
to be at quiet. -I did not perceive 
till this day, anſwer'd 1, that you 
was 
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was ſo diſturbed at your Aﬀeairs; 
and I know not of any change has 
happen'd to give you freſh occaſion, 
Perhaps, continu'd F, that Monſe- 
rolle is longer abſent than you ima- 
gin'd. | Not in the leaſt, reply'd 
(he, his abſence gives me neither joy, 
nor ſorrow. As for that, Madam, 
reply'd I, give me leave to doubt 
whether you ſpeak f(incerely : there 
is little appearance you would have 
run away with Mozſerole , had not 
Love engag'd you to that bold re- 
ſolution. - You have taken ſome, 
ſaid ſhe, without ſuch good preten- 
ces : but I find very well what you 
would diſcover, and what lyes fo 
heavy upon your heart : You be- 
lieve your Husband does not hate 
me 3 and if I thought it brought 
you any trouble, TI would ſtudy to 
augment it. But 'tis your Husband, 
Madam, and not Bleſinac. Miſtake 
not, Madam, if you pleaſe, reply'd 
I, I muſt have more eſteem for =_ 
tan 
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than I have, to apprehend there 
- ſhould be ſo much merit found in 


you, to give me the lea(t reaſon of 4- 


melancholy. 

At this inſtant my Husband en- 
ter'd ; She gave him/her hand, and 
went to fee an Apartment that was 
painting. This was the pretence at 
lealt; for ſhe went to look for Dor- 
ont. As ſoon as ſhe was come in, 
ſhe'feign'd an intention of learning 
to draw ; and defird him to give 
her ſome inſtruftions. My Huſ- 
band, who was not very well pleas'd 
at this, told her, Dormont knew not 
enough to be her Maſter. She 
grew ſo violent againſt the Count, 
that he was obligd to let her a- 
lone. NIL. 

I told you before, I ſuppoſe, that 
Monſerolle had left at Eſftajac Arba- 
2antes, who was a little related to 
Madam &a* Ecxgy, to obſerve her 
carriage. 

He had particular intereſts, be- 
fides 
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fides that of being a Relation, 
which engag'd him to-take notice of 
Dormont's A@ions. He found he 
had more knowledge of the World 


than is common to that profefſion. 
In effe&t Dormont had ſomething 


| ſo great and eaſie, .which he could 


nat get rid of, and was not fo well 
cover'd by his diſguiſe, but Arba- 
antes (uſpefted him to be another 
than he appeared z and after he was 
well confirm'd in theſe thoughts, 
he refolv'd to put every thing in 
Execution to clear this doubt. 

He perceived by many opportuni- 
ties that Dormont was not hated by 
Roſe, and that he-had for her but a 
ſtudy'd complaiſance at moſt, which 
did not proceed from the Heart. 
He therefore grew by degrees very 
intimate with this Maid, and makin 
uſe of the weakneſs (theſe kind of 
Perſons ' generally have when 'you 
promiſe to tell them their Fortune) 
he -proposd to ſet a Figure for = 

E 
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He knew a little the Terms of Art ; 
he talk'd boldly of the Houſe of Ju- 
piter , the Angle of Fortune, of 
Trines, Sextiles, Aſpects , and 'twas 
more than enough to draw Roſe in- 
to the toils. 

He then told her, ſhe loy'd a Man 
whom he deſcrib'd as like as he could 


to Dormont, and afſur'd her ſhe 


would have been belov'd by him, 
had not an aſcendent greater than 
hers compell'd him to be anothers. 


+, He afterwards ask'd her if ſhe had 


known Dormont long,” and how 
he came to Eſtajac. He ask'd, in 
fine, ſo many queſtions, which ſhe 
ſo innocently an{wer'd, that compa- 
ring what he learnt from Roſe, with 
what he already knew concerning 
me and Bleſirac, he made no que- 
ſtion but Bleſinac and Dormont were 
the ſame; it was not enough to be 


aſſur'd of this, if at the ſame time + 


he did not draw the benefit from it 
he proposd. It is time to confeſs 
it 
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Itto you, Madam, Arbrantes had a 
Paſſion for me, and if I had not 
been bufied in a tenderneſs for ano- 
ther, I ſhould have diſcovered his 
Sentiments, not withſtanding the pro- 
faund reſpeQ they werecoverd with, 
There are few people more -poli- 
tick than thoſe of this Country : 
wherefore do not imagine, that Ar- 
banantes diſcover'd to me the bot- 
tom of his heart. On the contrary, 
he often rally'd pleaſantly upon 
what vanity Dormont might draw 
from the good thoughts Madam 
4 Ecugy had for him 3 but he medi- 
tated a hidden path, by which he 
ſhould arrive infallibly at the end 
defired. His deſign was to have 
Dormont ſent away 3 and 1n pro- 
ſpect of this, he had infinuated into 
Madam 4d" Ecugy, that it would be 
an agreeable diverſion for her to 
learn to draw, and not to employ 
any of thoſe hours ſhe had aflign'd 
to other pleaſures, the Morning and 
E the 
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the Evening might be a proper Sea- 
fon to receive inſtructions. She ap- 
provd of following this advice, 
which flatter'd her paſhion'; and 
ſhe had us'd all the power ſhe had o- 
ver my Husband, to oblige him to 


command Dormont to be diligent in | 


' teaching what ſhe ſeem'd to have a 
deſire to learn. 

Arbanantes remain'd ſometimes in 
Madam &d' Ecugy's Chamber, whilſt 
ſhe learnt. And ſometimes he went 
out to give Dormozt the opportuni- 
ty to explain his Sentiments, in caſe 
he found his heart toucht by the 
kindneſs ſhe had for him. One day, 
when Arbanantes was withdrawn into 
the Anti-Chamber, Madam d' Ecugy 
left her Crayon 3 and looking upon 
Dormont with eyes full of anger and 
love; You arecither very vain, or 
very ſtupid, not to anſwer the Note 


I gave you ſome days paſt. I knew ' 


not, Madam, ſays Dormornt, that it 
was you who did ime that honour ; ; 
and 
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and if 1 had, I durſt not have ſhewn 
ſo much temerity. I had taken ſut- 
ficient care , replyed ſhe, to clear 
your ſcruples of an unbecoming 
boldneſs; but now you know the 
Note was mine, (ince I declare it to 
"you: and what Anſwer do you 
make me ? 

Dormont found himſelf in a great 
trouble : 'twould have been a ſhame 
to be inſenſible. Madam d' Ecnugy 
was a very fine perſon, and 'twould 
have been too great a danger tohave 
confeſt, that a former engagement 
did not permit him to make any re- 
turns to her paſſion. He therefore 
pretended not to give any credit to 
what ſhe ſaid, nor perceive the trou- 
ble appear'd in herface. I ſhould be 
beyond deſpair, Madam, faid he, if 
I had preſumption enough to be 
blinded by your raillery. I take it 
as I ought 3 and ſay what you pleaſe, 
I know how 1 mult believe it. Re- 
main then, "Madam, it you pleaſe 
E 2 in 
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in the Character you have, ſince 1 
cannot leave mine without growing 
mad, or declaring my ſelf culpable. 
Dormont pronounc'd theſe words 
with ſo vifible an indifference, that 
from this inſtant Madam d' Ecugy 
reſolv'd to ruine him 3 but he had 
no ſuſpicion of it, and at laſt ſhe 
told him, that ſhe had only a deſire 
to divert her ſelf at his coſt. 

W hen ſhe had taken her Leſſon, 
Dormont went 3 and Madam & E- 
cugy lent to call Arbanantes, When 
he came 1n, ſhe made all the gri- 
maces of a young Woman aſham'd 
to expreſs her (clt in affairs of Gal- 
lantry 3 and looking upon him with 
eyes full of concern, The confidence, 
ſays ſhe,, that my Husband and I 
have in you, will not Jet me hide 
any longer an outrage I have juſt 
receiv'd from this Painter, whom 
you would have teach me to deſign. 
| Becauſe I ſhew'd him ſome Civili- 
ties, he has been ſoaudacious to tell 


me | 
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me that he loves me. - If the Count 
de Marignan does not facrifice him 
to my anger, I won't ſtay a minute 
1a his houſe. 

Arbanantes was raviſh'd with joy 
for ſuch an opportunity to get rid 
of a man he <(teem'd his Rival. 
He concern'd himſelf in Madam 
a Ecugys melancholy 3 he praisd 
her for ſupporting ſo reſolutely the 
intereſt of her honour : but yet, 
added he, we mult manage our 
ſelves with prudence in this occali- 
on, It will be very difficult, 1 fore- - 
ſee, to perſwade the Count de Ma- 
rignan, that this man, in whom he 
has had (o intire a confidence, ſhould 
forget himſelf-ſo much, as to dare 
to rival him in an inclination, which 
he knows he had to love you, 'Tis ' 


by this, ſays Madam d Ecrngy, that 


I pretend to engage the Count de 
Mrrignan to revenge me on Dor- 
mont, He has an equal concern with 
me in the 1njury 1s done me. 

E. 3 Arbanantes 
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Arbanantes diſcovered very well 
by.the conduQt of his Kinſwoman, 
that ſhe was not of fo ſcrupulous a 
Vertue to be very angry at a decla- 
ration of Love. He alſo perceiv'd, 
ſhe had madea thouſand (lips, which 
| were but too convincing ſhe had 
no averſion for Dormont ; ſo that 
comparing this with the thoughts 
he had that Dormont 'was Bleſinac, 
and that I had authoriz'd his diſ- 
guiſe, which could not be without 
my Knowledge ; he thought himſelf 
obligd to engage Madam 4 Ecugy 
to make an intire Confeſſion of her 
Sentiments. He having wit, and 
ſhe being imprudent, wheadled her 
with ſuch Art, that ſhe ſoon con- 
fels'd the truth. He blam'd her 
weakneſs, and repeated all the faults 
that inconſideration made her com- 
mit : But in fine, after he had pro- 
vok'd her tears and bluſhes more 
than once, he pretended , that 
though it rais'd. her anger, he did 
It 
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it only to make her avoid the oppor- 
tunity of ruining her ſelf. You muſt, 
ſaid he, get out of Dormont's hands 
the Note you writ to him. It can 
do me no 1njury, anſwer'd ſhe, {ince 
| have (o diſguis'd my writing, that 
no Body can know it. Well then, 
ſaid Arbanantes,wehave only to con- 
trive ſome Stratagem, which he may 
not diſcover.. He compoſes perfect- 
ly : I will make the words of a Song, 
and deliver 'em to him, it will not 
be difficult to perſwade him to write 
'em out to make an Air to 'em. 
Madam d' Ecygy would rot refuſe 
an occaſion to puniſh Dormont tor 
the deſpicable thoughts he ſhew'd 
for her. The reſentment ſhe -had, 
made her look with pleaſure upon 
what was prepard for her revenge. 
Arbanantes deſired her only to give 
him leave to manage the affair, and 
to act: nothing but by his advice. 
She agreed to it, bid him not forget 
the Verſes he was to make, and re- 
E 4 mained 
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 mained in an indifferent tranquil 
condition. Whilſt 4rbarantes and ſhe 
were taking theſe dangerous mea- 
ſures to ruine Dormont, my Husband 
had ſent for him to give an account 
of the Leſſon he taught Madam d 
Ecygy. He did not think ſhe had 
been alone with him 3 and he only 
deſired to know if he found her 
very apt to learn; and as ſhe had 
no diſpoſition to it, Dormont deſi- 
red the Count to diflwade her from 
that defign, and to propeſe her ſome 
amuſements might take away her de- 
lire to imploy her time in a thing of 
. ſo little uſe. 

The Count was in a condition ve- 
ry much to be pityed 3 he was 
troubled at the manner of Madam 
d Ecugy's uſage 3 he could neither 
deſpiſe her, nor value her, though 
' he lov'd her much ; her Perſon, tis 
true , was very amiable, but her 
Wit and her Heart were ſo defe- 
ive , that my Husband could not 
reſolve 
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reſolve whether ſhe was maſt worthy 
of his hatred or his Love. This De- 
bate, which was the cauſe of ſome 
unhappy minutes , producd thelE 
Verſes, which I (till remember. 


Come to my reſcue, juſt diſdain, 
My Honour waits you, and my Rea-: 
ſor calls, 
'Tis by your help that the unfaithful 
falls. 
Tou end my mis ries and ber tedious 
Reign. 
But ſhould I on your force rely 
Then my revenge would ſcarcely be ſe- 
cure, 
What now y* adviſe you ſoon do fly, 
Doubtful would be from her or you my - 


Cure. 


Dormont having ſeen the Verſes, 
made a Tune very ſuitable. to 'em, 
and my Husband, who ſung very. 
well, learnt it: that Night, though 
tt was late ; Dormont, who wouldnot: 
E. 5 loſe. 
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loſeany opportunity to ſee me, came 
into my Chamber, with a Pretence 
to ſhew me the Song he had made 3 
and gave me in few words an account 
of what had paſs'd this Evening. 
The relation of the Countels. de 
Marignan , was broke off in this 
Place, by the Sighs and Tears, which 
ſhe could not refrain. Ah, Madam, 
* ſaid ſhe, falling again into her Rela» 
. tion, how ingenious was my Ima- 
gination , in repreſenting to me the 
Misfortunes that were juſt upon the 
point of arriving, and tormenting 
me when I was aſleep,, by the moſt 
mournfu] Dreams that ever were. 


the Night was ſo terrible, that not 


being able any longer. to endure 
the cruel Thoughts that diſturb'd 
my Soul, I was forc'd to awaken 
the Women who waited upon me, 
and call 'em to my aſliſtance. 
| Roſe, who lay in my. Chamber, 
remark'd that fince Dormont was 
here, I had vented many doleful 
| Sighs, 
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Stghs, and that little Sleep, which T 
took, was not without dilturbance. 
She had reaſon'd according to her 
ſenſe of it, and was extremely delt- 
rous of an opportunity to go forth 
to tell Arbanantes her thoughts. . I 
knew by the Sequel, ſhe did not 
fail in this intent; butt whilſt I had 
this lively foreknowledge of my 
diſgraces, Arbanantes was labouring 
to execute the moſt black and trea= 


cherous action ever was 1n the capa- | 


city of man. | 
He lookt for Dormont, and found 

him early enough to be at leilure to 

make a Tune to the words he had 


made for Madam d' Ecngy, to whom : 


he pretended he would carry 'em 
fo ſoon as ſhe ſhould be awake, 
Dormont foreſeeing not the -Conlſe- 
quence, thought ſome little time, 
and writ down the words. with the 
Tune he had made to 'em. Arba- 


antes, who deliga'd to have 'em of / 
his writing, told him he would ling | 
EM: 
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'em by the Notes 3 'and 1n this pre- 


tence kept the Song. He thank'd | 


Dormont, and left him very content- 
ed to have fo well ſucceeded. Joy, 
which is no quiet paſſion , would 
not ſuffer Madam d' Ecugy to {leep. 


He went into her Chamber, and 


gave her the Song, writ fair, and 
prickt by Dormozt's own hand. She 
.. read it with great earneſtne(s, and 
found theſe words : 


O're all the World let's Iris boaſt 
Your paſſion, and my flame, 
And let no glittering rays be loſt, 


To ſhew it in onr eyes, and ſouls the 


ſame 3 


And when our minds theſe tranſports 


move, 


Then let #4 ſing by turns, 
Ab, Iris, how T bur with love ! 
Ab, Thurfis, how I burn ! 


Arbenantes gave her many inſtru- 
Qions about the management of the 
| deſign 
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deſign of her revenge, and left her at 
liberty to dreſs her (elf, with impa- 
tience to ſee the Count de Marignar 
to make complaints to him concern- 
ing Dormonte, My Husband had 
not a leſs deſire to entertain her 
with the Song he made, ſo agreeable 
to the condition he tound himſelf 
in. As ſoon as ſhe was at liberty to 
be ſeen, he went {(inging into her 
Chamber, Certainly, ſays Madam 
d Ecugy., this is a new Air 3 but 
though you have had the advantage 
to learn it before me, [ have the 
good luck to know one is yet newer 
than yours , ſince it was made but ' 
this Morning. You may know the 
Author by the Writing; but you will 
be ſurpriz'd to hear that they had 
the boldneſs to declare it was made 
for me. The affront, I believe, is. 
- great enough to require you to re- 
venge me. 
The Count de Marignar receiving 
the Song from Madam 4 Ecxgy, read 
| it 
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it- with tranſports of anger, that: 


could be inſpired by no leſs than an 
extreme jealoulie. - He read it over 
twenty times, without having the 


power to pronounce the words. 
Yes, Madam, cry'd he, after he had 


thought ſome minutes, I will revenge 
you, and-not forget to puniſh this 
raſh man ; and 'tis a greater crime 
to. me than you. ' Then the malici- 
ous Creature looking upon the 
Count with kinder eyes than before, 
I ſee, ſays ſhe, that you love me ; 
and I will acknowledge to you the 
intereſt you ſhew for my honour 3 


but remember, it you pleaſe, ia the 


ſtate things are, a -publick revenge 
would do me an injury not- to be 
repair'd. | 
Arbanantes tearing © the impru- 
dence of his Kinlweman might 
make her ſay more or leſs than was 
requiſite, came 1ato the Chamber; 
and joining -in their converſation a 
little appeas'd my Husband's = 5 
ar 
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| but though he. hindred him from 
committing a violence, whole con- 
ſequences might be redoubted , he 
nevertheleſs infinuatedinto hismind, 
that the Painters ſhould immediately 
be ſent-away. 

As it would not have been diff- 
cult for Dormont to have juſtify'd 
himſelf.to my Husband , had he "os 
the opportunityz Arbarantgs was of 
Opinion, that they ſhould go, and 
not be ſeen. His advice was taken: 
Pardon me, Madam, if I do not en- 
ter into-the Particulars of fo cruel a 
ſeparation, Dormont receiv'd or- 
ders for it, with all the ſurprize and 
melancholy that it is poſlible to con- 
ceive. - He came into my Chamber, 
to take his leave 3 but Arbananter, 
who came in with him, gave us not 
the liberty to expreſs our Sentiments. 
Grief, which is leſlend by com- 
plaint, when it is covered, becomes 
inſupportable. 1 had been in this 
condition, . had I not call'd all my 
reaſon 
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reaſon to aflilt me to overcome my 
diſpleaſure. And 'tis true, my na- 
tural melancholy hindred 'em from 
perceiving that which was caus'd for 
Dormont's departure. 

The two Painters left us ; and 
we knew not which way they went. 
Madam &' Ecugy repented ſhe was 
the occalion of their baniſhment 
from Eſtajac. She had a great Quar- 
rel about it with Arbanartes ; and 
ſpoke not to my Husband of two 

. days, but only to tell, him ſhe would 
leave his houſe. He was very much 
troubled at her conduQq, becauſe he 
began to unriddle it, and to be more 


ſatisfy'd of Dormont ; but he had 


not time to- retlett long. 
The Baron 4” Ecxgy hearing that 
Monſerolle was returned from Paris, 


went with ſome of his Friends to 


beliege bim, whilſt his Son with an- 
other Party came to ſurprize the 
Caſtle of Eftajac. This News al- 
ter'd not the reſolutions of my Huſ- 


band; 
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band ; he prepared to affiſt the 1n- 
tereſt of his Friend, and to preſerve 
his Miſtreſs, he gathered together as 
many as the little time would per- 
mit him, and left Arbanantes at E- 


ſtajac to command in his abſence. 


[ was ſenſibly concern'd'to ſce my 
Husband go in an expedition, whole 
event was ſo doubtful z but 1n the 
mid(t of this grief, it was ſome con- 
ſolation to think that Dormort's ab. 
ſence would free him from this dan- 
ger , and I mingled at this Inſtant 
the ſentiments of a lawful Duty 
with thoſe inſpired by an Inclinati- 
on, ſince at the ſame time , that I 
prayed for my Husbands return, I 
rendered thanks to Heaven for 
guarding Dormont from this peril. 

Madam & Ecygy received no di- 
ſturbance at it, and expected the e- 
vent with as much tranquillity as if 
(he had no concern in it. Two Days 
were ſpent ſince my Husbands de- 
parture, and I was very impatient 
to 
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to know the ſucceſs of the Journey, 
when I was told he was returned. 
I ran haſtily to receive him 3 but 
Madam, I cannot call back into my 
remembrance that frightful minute, 
without renewing my paſt affliction. 
Twas then I ſaw the Count de Ma- 
rignan by one of his Servants ſupport- 
ed on his Horſe, his Cloaths begor'd 
with Blood, his. Viſage pale, and 


Eyes half clos'd, and ſcarcely ſtrength - 


enough left to complain. My grief 
can hardly be imagined. I employed 
all my cares for him, to acquit my 
ſelf of what my Duty engaged me. 
When he was firſt wounded Chi- 


rurgeons were ſent for , who came 


there as ſoon as he. They dreſt-his 
Wounds, which were found dange- 
rous. He had loſt much Blood, and 
the weak condition he was 10, hin- 
dered him from ſpeaking ; but it 
was eaſie to perceive, he had a de- 
fire to ſay ſomething. I imagin'd ſo, 
and ask'd him his Pleaſure 3; he an- 
{wered 
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fwered-me in a dying Voice, That 
Dormont (hould be taken care off. 
I took him to be light-headed, not 
thinking it likely that Dormont, who 
was to return to Paris, ſhould be in 
this engagement. After I had made a 
little refle&ion, I took notice that 
neither Madam d' Ecugy, nor Roſe 
were in my Husbands Chamber, and 
that it muſt be ſomething of greater 
concern retain'd them elſewhere. 1 
was buſied with theſe cruel doubts 
when I perceived Roſe in Tears. She 
came to require ſome aſhſtance for 
Dormont, who would ſoon Dye, if 
they ſtaid much longer, before any 
Remedies were apply'd to his 
Wounds. I muſt confeſs to you this 
raiſed ſo piercing a Grief in my 
Breaſt, that nothing could: augment 
it. I haſtened the Chirurgeons to 
go to the relief of the poor unhap- 
py Dormont, and I ſaid by my Hus- 
band, Although he was advisd to 
reſt, he appear'd diſturb'd, and 
; could 
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could not forbear acking me if Ma- 


dam d' Ecugy was yet at Eſtajac. 


He believed nothing of the aſſuran- 
ces I 'gave him that ſhe was here. 
He deſired to ſee her, but 'twas not 
without trouble that ſhe left Dor- 
#ont's Chamber to come to the 
Count de Marignan; A Heart leſs 
concernd than his would have re- 
triev'd its liberty by the indiffe- 
rence Madam d' Ecugy diſcovered to 
him. He had the ſtrength to com- 
plain of it, and the weakneſs not to 
make it inſtrumental to his cure. 


She gave me not the opportunity - | 
to tell my Husband he ought not to. 


ſpeak ſo much, preventing me by 
ſuddainly leaving him, and return- 
ing to Dormont. 

As theſe Accidents obliged me to 
keep ſome meaſures, I inform'd my 
ſelf how the engagement happened 3 
and not doubting, but Dormort had 
given proofs of his Courage, I did 
not affect to talk of him. 1 _— be 

| | hs 
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had performed ſome Actions I ſhould 
hear of; and a Gentleman, a Neigh- 
bour of ours named Plaſſac, took 
| the pains to inſtruct me in it, He 
told me that the Baron d' Egugy ha- 
ving laid ſiege to Mo»ſerol/s Houle, 
ſent his Son with fifty Horſe to ſur- 
priſe Eſtajacz and that my Husband 
meeting him with a Party much 1n- 
feriour 1m number to his Enemies, 
began a Combat wherein you might 
well perceive, that ſome fought for 
Love, and others for Honour. But 
now added Plaſſac, we began to 
yield to the number that attack'd us, 
and the Count de Marignar, who 
had forced his way into the mid(t of 
the Enemies, would either have been 
taken or kill'd, when Dor-ont's ar- 
rival with five or ſix Men gave freſh 
Hearts to onr diſcouraged Party. 
The Chevalier d Ecugy made what 
reſiſtance he could, but to little pur- 
poſe, he was attack'd ſo vigorouſly 
by. Dormozt, who abandond - 
Life 
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Life to force himſelf a paſſage to the 
place where he ſaw the Count de 
Marignan encompaſsd, And Dor- 
mont would ſcarcely have effefted 
It, had he not kill'd the Chevalier d' 
Ecugy; but by misfortune the Count 
was wounded before Dormont could 
get to him , and. twas he that hin- 
dered the Enemies from taking away 
his Life. Dormont received ſeveral 
Wounds by defending the Count, 
and I never ſaw a Combat perform'd 
with more Courage and Judgment. 
The Death of the Chevalier d' Ecu- 
gy ſoon allay'd the Courage of his 


Friends. They retired with the 


News to his Father, and we having 
killd thirty of the Enemies, and loſt 
few of our own, became Maſters of 
the Place, where we did not think 


fit to ſtay long 3 but I ſent for Chi- . 


rurgeons, and returned hither with 
our Party. 
After this recital, P/aſſac made me 


underſtand this buſineſs would be of 


ll 
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ill conſequence, if we did not take 
ſome meaſures to ſtop its courſe, and 
that there were none more ſure 
than to-advertize Monſerole either 
to make an accommodation with 
the Baron d' Ecygy, or not to take 
It ill, if his Miſtris was delivered 1n- 
to her Relations hands. Plaſſac un- 
dertook this Commiſton 3 but as he 
was juſt ready to depart, Monſerolle 
arrivid. None could be more con- 
cern'd for the misfortunes of the 
Count de Marignan than he ap- 
peard. He ſpoke very handſomly 
about it to me ; but whatever he 
could ſay, my Husband and Lover 
were in danger of. their lives, and I 
did not receive agreeably the excuſes 
he made me, who was the cauſe of 
' it. Plaſſac acquainted him with our 
reſolutions. A little Point of Ho- 
nour hindred him from conſenting 3 
but he thought of an Expedient was 
approv'd by all who were of the 


Council : Which was to put Ma- - 


dam 
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dam d' Ecugy-in a Convent, till dif- 
ferences were accommodated. She 
had a relation at Carcaſſone, who was 
Abbeſs of a Monaſtery, and 'twas 
reſolvd ſhe ſhould be carry'd thi- 
ther, when they were aſlured there 
would be no difficulty to receive 
her ; but as they knew ſhe was ne- 
ver much diſpos'd to a Nunnery, it 
was kept ſecret from her. 

She ſhew'd ſo little eſteem for 
Monſeroll , that he overcame the 
Scruples he had to abandon her. 
And Plaſſac went to make ſure of 
Madam d' Eczey's Kinſwoman. 


One Evening, when I was by my. 


Husband's Bed, grieving to ſee his 
Wounds had brought him to that 11] 
condition , they came to tell me, 


Dormont was worſe than uſual. The 
Count de Marignan defird T wou'd 


go into his Chamber, to ſce what re- 


medies he had occaſion for, and 
'twas impoſſible for me to refuſe. 
When I enterd, I found Arbanar- 
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antes liſtning to what the extremi- 
ty of his Fever made him ſay. And 
as it is not one of the leaſt ſigns of 
reaſon to be able to- keep a Secret 
the heart and the mind is fill'd with, 
we need not wonder if Dormont 
could not retain the Myſteries of our 
Commerce, during the ravings of + 
his Fever. He askd where I was, 
complain'd that he did not fee me 3 
and would dye becauſe I left him. 
Hitherto his extravagances had not 
frightned me 3 but a®hfiercer- Fit 
made him raiſe himſelf in the Bed ; 
and putting his hands upon his eyes, 
violently cry'd out, Ah! unhappy 
Bleſinac, ſince the Counteſs de Ma- 
rignan makes no longer acknow- 
ledgments to your tenderneſs , go 
dye in ſome place where the Image 
of her may be leſs preſent. 

After this, he left ſpeaking, and 
fell into a lleep. Arbanantes, 
who had not forgot one Syllable 
that Bleſinac (aid, came to me, and 

OP looking 
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looking upon me with eyes. full of 
chagrin and malice 3 pardon me, 
Madam, ſaid he, if I tell you, it is 
not very much for the honour of 
your Family, to give a reception 
to Bleſirac under the name of Dor- 
m0nt, | A 

I confeſs to you, Madam, conti- 
nud the Counteſs 4d Marignan, I 
found my {elf in a great (ſtraight : I 
law well the conſequence of an- 
gring Arbanantes, And I was not 
Ignorant it'was not leſs dangerous to 
flatter him. I argued it was impol- 
fible for a raving man to uſe his rea- 
ſon. He believ'd me not, and had 


\ the boldneſs to tell me, if I had not 


the ſame ſentiments for him as for 
Bleſinac, he knew very well how to 
revenge himſelf of my indifference. 

I left Arbanantes in Dormont's 
Chamber, and returned to the 
Counts, to hinder any from co- 
ming, and diſcovering Bleſznac's con- 
fcſhon, I found Morſerolle there, 


to 
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to whom I told it, becauſe it was 
known by ſo many , that I thought 
he would not be long ignorant of 
it. And I ſpoke to him, with per- 
{waſton enough to obtain, that he. 
would make Madam d' Erugy, with 
Arbanantes and the reſt who con- 
ducted her, depart that Night from 
Eſtajac. 
The Count de Marignar's Apart- 
ment, was ſome diſtance from the 
other Lodgings, whigh made our de- 
ſign the eafier. I cane all the paſ- 
ſages to it to be ſhut*up, and I re- 
main'd in the Chamber, whilſt Mor- 
ſerolle went to acquaint Madam 4 E- 
cugy 'twas neceſſary ſhe ſhould leave 
EStajacz and that her Father would 
beſiege the Caſtle to take it, and 
force her to a Nunnery , and ſhe 
ſhould now go to Carcaſſonne, where 
ſhe would betterdivert herſelf. Al- 
though what Mozſerolle ſaid to her 
appear'd reaſonable, ſhe oppos'd it 
lo violently, that they were obligd 
F 2 to 
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to tell her ſhe ſhould be forc'd to 
do what was thought beſt for her 
affairs. She cry'd out terribly, and 
they were heard into my Husband's 
Apartment. He thought ſhe had 
been laughing , which made him 
ſigh,” and ſay with ſadneſs, that her 
mirth was very unſeaſonable. I did 


' Not undeceive him 3 but added, | 


without ſhewing affeQation, what 
I thought might contribute to cure 
him from a paſſion ſo ill plac'd. 
Whilſt I was with him, A4rbarartes 
and Madam 4 Ecxgy were forming a 
thouſand Obſtacles to their depar- 


ture, eſpecially Arbanantes; He 
muſt needs ſpeak to the Count de. 


Marignan, he would take his leave 
-of me; but none of theſe ſucceeded, 
and they both parted from Eſtajac. 

 Monſerolle (taid for his ſafety, and 


out of affetion to my Husband, of þ. 


the recovery of whoſe wounds, as 
well as Bleſinac's, we began to have 
ſome hopes. 

I had 
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I had a great curiolity to know 
by what accident this Jaſt was in the 
engagement from whence he came 
ſo wounded. I deſired him to tell 
me one Day when viſited him, and 
did not think it fit to let him know 
what he had diſcovered in the 
heighth of his Fever, leſt he ſhould 
grow too Melancholy at it. He 
told me then, that when he 
parted from Paris, he ordered. 
one of his molt truſty Servants 
to ſtay for him with two Hor- 
fes at a Place not far from E/taj.c, 
till he ſhould hear from him ; that 
when he went from the Count de 
Marignan's , the true Painter took 
his way towards Paris, and he to 
the Place where his Servant expected 
him ; that when he came to him he 
tound him dangeroully ſick 3 and he 


' refolvd to ſtay till his recovery, 


and to find out 'a means to let me 
know what was become of him ; 
that. whilſt he was 1n theſe conlide- 

F.3. Tationy, .. 
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rations, he heard my Husband had 
aſſembled his Friends for Monſerolle”s 
afti(tance, that he had not too pru- 


dently conſulted, but had followed }F 
the advice of his Love only, that 


made him intereſs himſelf in any 
thing that might be grateful to me 3 
and to do the Count the better ſer- 
vice, he took what Men he could 
get , and. obliged them to follow 
him 3 and that, 1n fine, he arrived at 
a proper time to encourage the 
Counts Party, and free him from the 
hands of his Enemies. 

[ therefore acknowledged all the 
obligations my Husband and I had 


to Bleſenac for that good Office , but | 


at the ſame time prepared him to 
leave Eſtajac as ſoon as his Health 
would give him leave. Twas two 
or three Days after Madam d' Ecugy 
was gone, before my Husband ask'd 
what ſhe was doing. Monſero//e 
took upon him the anſwer, and told 
him: he could not hinder her from 
leaving. 
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leaving Eſtajac with Arbanaztes, and 
was retired to Carcaſſonne to a Rela- 
tions. This News did not ſeem to 
make any impreſſion upon the 
Count 3 he bore it with courage, 
and I bad reaſon to believe the Lady 
was now indifferent to him. 

Every thing was very calm at E- 
ſtajac, the Baron d' Ecugy was caſt 


down with Grief, and the loſs of - 


his Son had rendered him careleſs 
of his Daughters Condut. She paſt 
the way to Carcaſſonne in reſolutions 
to be revenged of Monſerolle, Ble- 
ſinac, and mes for Arbanantes had 
acquainted her that Dormont was a 
counterfeited name for Bleſrnac. 
The delire ſhe had to undo ns all 
had a little moderated her anger 3 
but when, arriving at Carcaſſorne, 
Plaſjſac (hewing them the way into 
the Houſe, Arbanantes and {he were 
both equally ſurpriſed to find it a 
Convent. Arbanantes would have 
reſiſted, but Monſerolle had given 
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ordersto Plaſſac to ule force if they - 


met with oppoſition, for which pur- 
poſe he had a Party with him he 
was well aſſured of. She therefore 
was forc'd to enter. the Convent, 
and Plaſſac told Arbanantes , that 
the Count de Marignan deſired him 
to return no more to his Houſe. 
When Plaſ/ac had acquitted himſelf 
of his Commiſſion, he returned to 
Eſtajac, where he gave us this ac- 
count you have from me. 

Although Bleſinac was more 
wounded than the Count de Ma- 
rignan, he was ſooner well; and he 
began to come out of his Cham- 
ber when Plaſſac arrived from 
Carcaſſoune. Roſe had let him know 
that the extremity of his Fever had 
made him diſcover the truth of his 
Quality, and the fear of cauſing 
new Diſturbances had obliged him 
to prepare for his departure from 
Eſtajac. I ſeldom left my Husband, 
and Bleſinac ſent to let me know 

i he 
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he would ſpeak with me. T[' 
thought I owed him that com- 
plaiſance. When the Heart 1s tru- \ 
ly concerned, that fore-knowledge 
which is occaſioned by Love 1s 1n- 
fallible. I was not ſenſible 1n talk- 
ing to him, of that exquiſite Plea- 
ſure we receive in the Converſati- 
on of thoſe we love; and though 
I was reſolved not to ſuffer him 
to remain at Eſtujac, I received 
Grief and [nquietude at his parting, 
and yet durſt not preſs him to ſtay 3 
but he would go, and I did not 
hinder him. "iv 

He thought it not fit to leave Ei74- 
Jac, and not bid adieu to the Count 
de Marignan, The Count, who - 
was obliged to him, made many 
endeavours to retain him , but to 
no purpoſe. I muſt confeſs [ was 
forced to call all my Reaſon and - 
Duty to aſſiſt me to endure this 
parting. I took my leave of bim 
ia my Husbands Chamber, that I 
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might not expoſe my ſelf to the re- 
 _newing our Endearments, and keep 
' + him longer with me. Mornſerole 
could not forbear to tell me, he 
admired the Power I had over my 
{elf in an occaſion where the great- 
eſt. Reaſon is ſubject to a failure. 
It is true my outward Adtions had 
a good appearance, but my Heart 
was not the leſs afflicted. I paſs'd 
two Days in this condition, which 
appeared more ſad and tedious to 
' me than my whole Life; but you 
ſhall fee to what misfortunes I was 


deſtined, 
One Morning when I {lept very 


I was waked with ſuch melancholy 
ſhrieks and horrid noiſe, that 
touch'd me to the very Heart. I 


Window which look'd into. the 
Caſtle Court. I heard Roſe's Voice, 
and ſaw her with the reſt of our 
Servants encompaſiing a Dead Man. 


ſound, fitting up late aver Night, 


haſtily got up, and run to a 


O what. 
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O what a fad ſpetacle, and how 
horrid it was to me! Death, al- 
though it be ſo terrible , does not 
blot out the Charafters of Love, 
and the poor Dead Man was but 
too well known by mes; he was, 
Madam, the unhappy Bleſizac. | 
was but juſt awake, and aſtoniſhs. 
ment ſuſpended for ſome time the 
effects of my Grief; and 1 was in 
the mid(t of them , when: Morſe» 
role came in to tell .me the cir- 
cumſtances of that wotul misfor- 
tune. He was uſing ſome circum-: 
locutions- to prepare :me.to it, not 
to ſtrike me Dead at a blow, but. 
he judged by the-condition I was 
In , that I -was but too well in- 
formed ; he ſaid nothing . to me, 
his Tears ſpoke for him, and mine. 
gave to the memory of . Bleſenac, 
what his Love required of my: 
Paſtion. 

As thoſe who-are truly ſo, ne-- 


ver _ believe . they are:. enough: af- 
iced. 
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flited, I endeavouring to augment 
mine , ask'd Morſerolle what they 
heard of the Count de Bleſtnac's 
Death, He told me, that when 
the Caſtle Gate was opened, : they 
flaw a Man there with a Horfe, 
upon which was Bleſtrac Dead, 
and covered with a Cloak; and 
that this Man had a Letter for 
me , and another for the Count 
de Marignan, as it was very 
expedient for me to recelve 
both the Letters. Mozſeroile caus'd 
the Man to be ſent for, who was 
not of ſo ill a Phyſtognomy. to be 
{ thought by me an Accomplice in 
| ſo baſe an Action. He told me 
with many ſigns of ' Sorrow, that 
a Man on Horſe back, whom he 
did not know, had forcd him by 
oreat threats to carry the Body 
to my Houſe, and to be aſſured 
he ſhould not deceive him, he ac- 
companyed him to the Gate, and: ' 
abſconded in a Place from mo 
C- 
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he might diſcern all his Actions 3 
after this the Man gave me the 
Letter he was ordered to deliver 
into my Hands. Monſerolle knew + 
by the Writing it came from the 
treacherous Arbanantes, I had not 
the power to read it, and Morſe- 
rolle did not think fit the Meflen- 
ger ſhould know the Contents, 
but asking him for that which 
was directed for the Count | de 
Marignan , he delivered. it very 
honeſtly. Mozſerolle cauſed him 
to be ſtoppd , but no 11] uſage 
to be offered to him, and then 
broke apen the Letter Arbanantes 
writ to me, and found theſe - 
Words, 

Here, Madam, is the Obje&: 
of -your Love and my Hatred ; we 
have each of us ſatisfied our Paſ- 
fions 3 and if I have but little con- 
fulted my Honour in taking away 
his Life, you have renounced: 
; yours: 


(7 32.) 
urs as much by your continual 
Condut towards him. I wiſh 
- that the. ſight of a Man, once 
fo Dear to you , may now 'be 
your eternal Reproach,, and may 


ſerve as much to your Puniſh- 


ment, as it adds to my Re- 
venge 3 and that being the occa- 
fion of my Crime, you may be 
as-well chargd with the Remorſe 
I - ought to have: at it, as with 
- that of having always been ſo un- 
faithful to your Husband. 

I forgot to tell you.,, Madam, 
that Morſerolle had ſent after Ar- 


banantes., either- to- take him , or. 


- diſcover, at- leaſt, which way he 
went 3 and if I had been capable 
of any Conſolation, it had been 


in-hopes this Wretch might ſuffer 


the Puniſhment he deſerved. This 
Letter - adding nothing to his 
Crime or my Reſentment. I de- 
\ fired Moxferolle- to- read .that. di-- 


rected .: 
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rected to my Husband, Thefe were 
the Words. 

Do not think it ſtrange, that I 
have kill'd a man who had fav'd your 
life. What acknowledgments ſoe- 
ver you imagin'd you ow'd him, I 
muſt let you know you are more 0- 
blig'd to me, ſince when I took a- 
way his life, I reveng'd you on a 
man who diſhonour'd you. As Ble- 


ſfinac he abusd your good Nature, 


and as Dormont came to inſult over: 
your honour 1n- your own houſe. 
And I have too good an Opinion of 
you, to believe any otherwiſe than: 
vhat you will partake with great 
pleaſure in my revenge. 

Monſerolle diſcovered great tran(- 
ports of anger at the reading of 
this Note ; and he afſlurd me this 
crime ſhould not be unpuniſt'd. 
As we knew not the formalities are 
obſerv'd in theſe occafions, ſo Plaſe 


ſac follow'd what meaſures he 


thought. necellary, whilſt Mozſerolle 
undertook. 
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undertook to acquaint the Count 
de Marignan with what was pro- 
per for him to know about this 
accident. He was extremely trou- 
bled at it; and the more, be- 
cauſe he thought it had been the 
Baron d' Ecugy, who had caus'd 
Dormont to be afſlaſſinated', nei- 
ther did we undeceive him, 

| My Husband caus'd as great ho- 
 nours to be done to his Corps, as 
could bave been perform'd, had he 
known his birth. My diſpleaſure 
was the leſs diſcernible, for the grief | 
my Husband Mo»ſerolle, Plaſſac, and 
indeed all our Servants ſhew'd aw {| 
. this. misfortune. But that which | 
proceeds from-a compaſtion only, 
ſeeks conſalation, and finds it in the 
neceſſity to endure what can't be 
-prevented. But from this Rule we 
mult except the Count de Marignan, i 
who gave himſelf wholly up to me- 
lancholy for the loſs of a man who 
had fo generouſly ſav'd his life. E His 
- heart 
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heart ſhew'd him nothing of com- 
fort, but repreſenting to him 
all that was good and amiable in 
Dormont , he inſenfibly fell into 
a deep concern 3 which in a few 
days chang'd the hopes of his 
recovery , and brought him at laſt 
to death. : 

The firſt thought it inſpir'd me 
with, was the reproach of not be- 
ing dead as well as he 3 and to ſee 
friendſhip effect that in my Husband, 
which love could not produce in 
me. TI reckon'd up after this, all 
the misfortunes had happen'd to 
me 3 and found my ſelf depreſsd 
with ſo violent. a grief, that for . 
ſome time I thought I ſhould 
have retird to my Husband and my 
Lover. 

Aﬀter I had paid my Duty to the 
Memory of the Count de Marignar, 
I told Morſerolle I was obligd to 
deprive my ſelf of all oY 
0 
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of conſolation. _ He offter'd me to 
partake in my affliftions all his life. 
But knowing how little my heart 
was my own, he did not preſs 
- me to what was not in my power 
to accord, We parted , - and I 
deſigned to go to Paris for fome 
. Concerns : But before I left Efta- 
Jac, IT had the comfort to hear the 


S perfidious Arbanantes was periſhed 


in a River he would have croſs'd, 
to avoid Monſerolle, who purſu'd 
him. After this, I parted from 
Eftajac, with a reſolution to re- 
- tire into a Convent, for the bet- 
ter opportunity to mourn | my 
. misfortunes. 

The Counteſs . de Marignan 
ended her Story with . ſo many 
Sighs and Tears, that Madam de 

ezelon had. not the power- to 
binder- the flowing of her Eyes. 
They renew'd a tender friend- 

ſbip, with engagements it —_— 
| aſt 


4; - # | 
laſt eternally , though Madam de <-: 
Marignan was 'to go very ſud- 


denly for Bayonne, and Madam 
de Mezelon to Vaucluſe. 
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